Heads up, CHANGE IS COMING! The statewide Watershed Watch in Kentucky (WWKY) has received a grant to help update training materials and provide new training equipment for each basin, and it will affect you – in a positive way. The grant is for $264,174, with matching funds of $176,116 required from WWKY.  Most of that match is based on our most important resource: your valuable time.

As science advances, all of our procedures must be reviewed and updated to remain current and vital. For this reason, the Watershed Watch in Kentucky Steering Committee (WWKY) is updating the presentations and materials used to train volunteers in all of the basins. These changes are being made to incorporate changes in the Kentucky sampling procedures and to provide clearer and more specific instructions on how to perform all of the types of Watershed Watch sampling.  

All volunteers must attend the new training.  Doing so will improve the information you collect.  In addition, we’ll need to document your volunteer time – and that may require your assistance.  Finally, your basin’s steering committee and data manager(s) will be working extra hard to strengthen your Watershed Watch organization, and those volunteers will welcome your help and appreciation. 

Everyone in Watershed Watch has a role in making this project a success. 

What do you need to do?

· Attend re-training workshops in Spring 2012 to learn the new protocols

· At these workshops, you will receive new materials explaining the sampling procedures that you can use streamside. You will also receive training equipment, including replacement chemicals and some sampling equipment. 

· Participate in the sampling events in your basin using the new protocols

· Help your Steering Committee keep track of your volunteer time and expenses

Activities of this project include: 

· Update Watershed Watch training and materials

· Train and re-certify Watershed Watch trainers 

· Re-train and re-certify all current volunteers 

· Train and certify new volunteers

· Improve sample data feedback to volunteers

Project Timeline (January 2012 through November 2013)

Feb – Mar 2012 

Workshops to update trainers

Apr – Jun 2012  

Training and re-training workshops for all volunteers

May – Oct 2012 

Application of new procedures in the 2012 season

Jun 2012 – Feb 2013 
Develop tool for sampling data feedback to volunteers 

Jun 2012 – Nov 2013
Continue training and retraining events as needed

Jan – Sept 2013  

Work with contractor to set up data feedback tool

Thank you for your dedication to monitoring, protecting, and restoring the streams in Kentucky! You are the foundation of this organization, and the reason for its success.  As your representatives, we are working to insure you have the training and tools needed for these tasks.

