Glossary

· Action Plan - a written document that outlines specific activities that Framework partners and stakeholders will implement to address problems with a basin (basin Action Plan) or a priority watershed (watershed Action Plan). 

· aquifer - an underground layer of rock or soil containing useable amounts of water. 

· Basin Champion - a volunteer, who lives and works in a basin management unit, whose responsibilities are to ensure that basin-specific issues are carefully monitored and articulated, and that key players and stakeholders are kept involved in the Framework process. 

· Basin Coordinator - a person responsible for facilitating Kentucky Watershed Management Framework activities in one or more of the state's basin management units. 

· basin management cycle - the temporal component for coordinating watershed management activities under the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework.  The cycle provides a time frame for a series of watershed management activities to occur in each of the state's 12 basin management units. 

· Basin Management Plan - a written document that serves as a common reference guide for implementing activities under the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework for a particular basin management unit.  The Plan consists of a User's Guide, a Basin Summary, Watershed Summaries, and technical information on management methods and results. 

· basin management unit - one of 12 geographically based units that form the spatial basis for coordinating watershed ecosystem protection and restoration activities throughout Kentucky.  The 12 basin management units are based on the 12 large river basins of the state combined with the smaller watersheds draining directly to the Ohio River. 

· Basin Status Report - a report prepared during the first phase of the basin management cycle to communicate conditions and trends in water quality and quantity and watershed integrity to a broad audience. 

· ecoregions - geographic regions that exhibit similarities in the mosaic of geologic, climatic, and biological systems. 

· Environmental Quality Incentives Program - a program administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide technical assistance and resources to help farmers control agricultural runoff. 

· geographic information system (GIS) - computer programs linking features commonly seen on maps (such as roads, town boundaries, water bodies) with related information not usually presented on maps, such as type of road surface, population, type of agriculture, type of vegetation, or water quality information.  A GIS is a unique information system in which individual observations can be spatially referenced to each other. 

· groundwater - water found in the pore spaces of bedrock or soil.  Groundwater reaches the land surface through springs or it can be pumped using wells. 

· hydrologic unit code (HUC) - a cataloging system developed by the U.S. Geological Survey and the Natural Resource Conservation Service to identify watersheds in the United States.  HUCs are typically reported at the large river basin (6-digit HUC) or smaller watershed (11-digit and 14-digit HUC) scale.  These codes were developed to standardize hydrological unit delineations for geographic description and data storage purposes. 

· karst - a type of terrane and/or hydrologic regime that is formed by dissolution of limestone, dolomite, gypsum, and other soluble rocks.  It is characterized by underground drainage and conduit-fed springs, and may include sinkholes, caves, and sinking streams. 

· Kentucky Watershed Framework Development Workgroup - a group of agency representatives who began developing the core components of the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework in 1996. 

· Kentucky Watershed Management Framework - a dynamic, flexible structure for coordinating watershed management throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky in which all interested parties can participate. 

· Local Watershed Task Force - a group formed in a priority watershed to provide a forum for local government officials, industry representatives, the farming community, environmental advocacy groups, and other stakeholder groups to participate in Action Plan development and implementation. 

· metadata - information about data, such as period represented, techniques used to generate the data, and quality assurance measures applied to data. 

· nonpoint source pollution - pollution originating from runoff from diffuse areas (land surface or atmosphere) having no well-defined source. 

· partner - an agency, organization, or individual who participates in and supports the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework. 

· Partner Network - a broad network of agencies, organizations, and individuals who are willing to invest their time and resources to learn about watershed management needs, to develop and implement strategies to address those needs, and to promote awareness of and public involvement in the watershed approach. 

· prioritization - the process of ranking all of the watersheds within a basin management unit in terms of their relative need or importance for management. 

· priority watershed - a watershed which has received a high ranking as a result of the prioritization process within a basin management unit. 

· Public Information Coordinator - a person responsible for communicating about the mission, goals, and activities of the Watershed Management Framework with a broad range of audiences throughout all phases of the basin management cycle. 

· River Basin Team - a group formed in each of the state's basin management units to provide a forum for carrying out joint watershed management efforts. 

· seep - an area of groundwater flow to the land surface or surface water. 

· stakeholder - anyone who is involved in or affected by watershed management.  Stakeholders include landowners, government agencies, businesses, private individuals, and special interest groups. 

· statewide basin management schedule - a calendar and sequence for conducting key watershed management activities within each basin management unit and throughout the state under the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework. 

· Statewide Steering Committee - a group representing a cross section of organizational interests within the state that will address issues of statewide coordination and policy related to the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework. 

· Strategic Data Collection Plan - a document prepared by each of the River Basin Teams that identifies information needs to support basin assessment and watershed prioritization, establishes a schedule for data collection, and identifies agencies responsible for data gathering.  The data may include existing information and new data collected as part of basin monitoring. 

· sustainable use - the conservative use of a resource such that it may be used in the present and by future generations. 

· targeting - the allocation of available resources to address particular issues within a priority watershed based on a set of criteria. 

· Total Maximum Daily Load - the pollutant loading from point, nonpoint, and background sources for a segment of water that results in an ambient concentration equal to the numerical concentration limit required for that pollutant by numerical or narrative criteria in the water quality standards. 

· water quality standards - established limits of certain chemical, physical, and biological parameters in a water body; water quality standards are established for the different designated uses of a water body. 

· watershed - the boundaries of a water body system (a lake, stream, or river) and the land area that drains into it. 

· watershed approach - the watershed approach is a coordinating framework for environmental management that focuses public and private sector efforts to the highest priority problems within hydrologically defined geographic areas, taking into consideration both ground and surface water flow. 

