Upper Cumberland River Basin Team
Minutes
September 27, 2001 / 10 A.M.
London Regional State Office Building
Attendees:
Dan Bond, ASPI
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth
Doug Stephens, KY Fish & Wildlife
John Williams, KY Fish & Wildlife
Joan Garrision, KY Division of Water
T.K. Jones, Pulaski County NRCS
Brent Harrel, US Fish & Wildlife Service
Bob Jasper, Knox County NRCS
Mike Strunk, The Nature Conservancy/NRCS
Doug Coyler, KY Division of Forestry
Lee Colten, KY Division of Water
Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator
 

Watershed Ranking Formula
The assessment data, collected in year 2 of the watershed cycle, will be entered into a database that will compute a watershed ranking of the 94 HUC 11’s in the Upper Cumberland River. The ranked watershed will be broken down into three categories of either high, medium or low. The high ranking watersheds will then be surveyed for feasibility and a select few of the HUC 11’s will be targeted for watershed action planning.

The Basin Team’s role is to select from optional impact categories and select weightings for each core and optional impact category. As optional indicators the Basin Team selected to use Drinking Water Supply Inadequacy, Flooding Emergency Declarations, Potential Pesticide Loading, Potential Contamination Sources, Potential Agricultural Erosion, Potential Fertilizer Loading, Mining Sites, KPDES Discharge Points, Toxic Release Inventory Risk Score, Animal Feeding Operations, USFS Lands, Nature Preserves Commission Management Areas, Kentucky River Assessments, KY State Parks & Forests, & Recognized Resources. Weightings for these categories and the required core indicators will be discussed at the next meeting.

KWA Nonpoint Source Pollution Watershed Councils

At the July meeting Clark Dorman with the Kentucky Waterways Alliance outlined a grant program they are working on. The program was started to develop 8 High Priority Watershed Councils in watersheds impaired by nonpoint source pollution. The focus area will be on watersheds throughout the state where there currently are no similar organizations. The goal of the project is to provide funding, technical assistance, educational assistance, and organizational assistance to the councils. The councils will then develop and implement local nonpoint source pollution education, abatement and prevention strategies. Each watershed council will receive $5,000 and be required to provide a local match of $6,250.

KWA is utilizing the KY Watershed Framework and its Basin Teams to select a priority watershed in each basin. Clark asked the Upper Cumberland Basin Team for recommendations of watersheds. A short list of four watersheds was recommended at the July meeting. The four watersheds are Lynn Camp Creek, Little Laurel River, Pittman Creek, and Yellow Creek.
Based on discussions with the Basin Team at the September meeting it was decided to recommend the Little Laurel River to KWA as a priority watershed. KWA’s final decision is pending.
 

Announcements
· EPA 319 Grant Project Guidance Documents for 2002 is in the mail. 2002 is targeted statewide for various priorities such as multimedia campaigns, impervious surfaces, smart growth, construction BMP’s, and North Fork of Ky river projects. 2002 Grant applications are due December 14th. Also 2003 grant requests will be in the mail shortly and are targeted to watersheds in the Kentucky River Basin (though not exclusively.) 

Next Meeting
Thursday, November 8th at 1 PM. Location to be announced.
