Upper Cumberland River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
August 31, 1999
Sue Bennett College, London, KY
Attendees:
Joan Garrison, Division of Water, London Office
Morgan Jones, Division of Water, Frankfort
Mark Campbell, US Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville
Richard Tippit, US Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville
Cheryl Witt, Cooperative Extension, Somerset
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth, Livingston
Daniel Bond, Appalachian Science in the Public Interest, Livingston
Annie M. Goodhue, Tennessee Department for Environmental Protection, Nashville
Guy Baker, Ky. Division of Forestry, Pineville (for Matt Ritchey)
Doug Stephens, Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Williamsburg
John D. Williams, Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Williamsburg
Jeff Litteral, Citizen, London
Rob Miller, Harlan County Extension Service, Harlan
Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D, London
Cathy Hall, PRIDE, Somerset
Steve Bolssen, Division of Water, Frankfort
Pam Wood, Division of Water, Frankfort
Rita Hockensmith, Division of Water, Frankfort
Lee Colten, Division of Water, Frankfort

Welcome and introductions: each person was invited to introduce themselves and describe their interest in this process, what skills and expertise they and their organization have to offer. Lee Colten provided an overview of the Watershed Management Framework process and the role and expectations of River Basin Team members. Copies of the slides are enclosed with the minutes.

Communications: Since most people have email, communication will rely heavily on email. For individuals without email, accommodations will be made. Jerry Waddle (ASPI) and Guy Baker (or Matt Ritchey, of Div. of Forestry) do not have email, so all communications with them must be through fax, phone, or regular mail (see attached communications list for all team members).

Schedules: Lee Colten handed out two sets of schedules, outlining the upcoming activities this fall for completing the Basin Status Report and the Monitoring Plan for the Upper Cumberland basin. Copies are available.

Basin Status Report: Copies of the Licking and Salt Basin Status Reports were distributed as examples. A similar report will be published for the entire Cumberland basin and the Purchase area of Western Kentucky (as one report). The Division of Water will pay for printing costs and do the layout. The River Basin Team members are being asked for contributions on the message, look and feel of document, pictures, and text. A suggested outline was distributed, organized around four major geographic/watershed regions: Upper Cumberland, Lower Cumberland, Purchase Area, and Tennessee watersheds (see map). The Four Rivers Basin Team will be responsible for the Purchase and Lower Cumberland sections. The Upper Cumberland will be responsible for the Upper Cumberland section. Tennessee has been asked to do the Tennessee section. The team was asked to review the outline and sample status reports and make recommendations for changes or adoption between now and the next meeting.

Monitoring Plan: Similarly, a sample Strategic Monitoring Plan from the Licking and Salt basins was handed out by way of example. The team was asked to review this for upcoming discussion. The monitoring plan will direct resources for the 2000-2001 sampling year. They were asked to pay particularly attention to the monitoring objectives which were listed in a handout provided at the meeting. Lee indicated that the objectives have evolved from the past two years of monitoring in the Kentucky and Licking/Salt basins by the Interagency Monitoring Workgroup, and he felt that they would probably go with these objectives again. The Interagency Monitoring Workgroup meetings will be held in Frankfort, and run parallel to the River Basin Team meetings (team members may attend, if interested). The team will get the opportunity to provide input into the site selection and other issues related to monitoring. Lee asked that the group not limit their thinking to strictly water quality monitoring.

Pamla Wood led a discussion on potential monitoring resources for the Upper Cumberland River basin. In addition to the list of potential agencies/resources for monitoring handed out, other names were mentioned as possible monitoring resources. The following organizations should also be contacted to see if they can (1) assist with data collection during the monitoring year; (2) provide other data, both current or historic, and (3) assist with data assessments.
· SE Community College 

· Cumberland College 

· Union College 

· Lindsay-Wilson 

· Water Sewer Districts 

· Private laboratories – may have data, but not a likely candidate for coordinated monitoring due to funding and contract restrictions 

· Eastern Ky. University – DOW already has MOA’s with EKU for biological monitoring 

· Cumberland Gap National Park, US Forest Service – will be invited to attend Interagency Monitoring Workgroup 

Next meeting:
Date: September 27, 1999, 9:30 - 12:00
Location: Division of Water, "Red Awning Building", Room B

Assignments (for all team member, unless otherwise stated): All assignments due by next meeting unless otherwise stated.
· Monitoring: 

· Report results of requests of contacts for additional monitoring resources in Upper Cumberland basin and data availability 

· Review Licking / Salt Monitoring Plan 

· Be prepared to discuss objectives – approve or disapprove or add 
· These individuals agreed to investigate the potential resources available for monitoring. NOTICE: for this information to be useful to the monitoring planning process, you need to submit your information to Lee Colten by September 22. 

· Raw water/instream monitoring/data at drinking water or wastewater plants – Joan Garrison will check with DOW Regional Office staff 

· Cumberland College – Joan Garrison 

· Union College – Who agreed to check on this? 

· Lindsay-Wilson – Who agreed to check on this? 

· Basin Status Report: 

· Review outline and sample reports 

· Bring recommendations for changes to layout, outline, organization, etc. 

· Consider and recommend special resources to highlight in the Upper Cumberland basin.
