Upper Cumberland River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
July 19, 2001 / 10 A.M.
London Regional State Office Building
 

Attendees:
Dan Bond, ASPI
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth
Morgan Jones, KY Division of Water
Clark Dorman, Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator

KWA Nonpoint Source Pollution Watershed Councils

Clark Dorman with the Kentucky Waterways Alliance outlined a grant program they are working on. The program was started to develop 8 High Priority Watershed Councils in watersheds impaired by nonpoint source pollution. The focus area will be on watersheds throughout the state where there currently are no similar organizations. The goal of the project is to provide funding, technical assistance, educational assistance, and organizational assistance to the councils. The councils will then develop and implement local nonpoint source pollution education, abatement and prevention strategies. Each watershed council will receive $5,000 and be required to provide a local match of $6,250.

KWA is utilizing the KY Watershed Framework and its Basin Teams to select a priority watershed in each basin. Clark asked the Upper Cumberland Basin Team for recommendations of watersheds. A short list of four watersheds was recommended. The four watersheds are Lynn Camp Creek, Little Laurel River, Pittman Creek, and Yellow Creek. Of the four, Lynn Camp Creek is considered the frontrunner because of the watersheds large population and the strong potential for growth resulting in future problems.

Watershed Ranking Formula
The assessment data, collected in year 2 of the watershed cycle, will be entered into a database that will compute a watershed ranking of the 94 HUC 11’s in the Upper Cumberland River. The ranked watershed will be broken down into three categories of either high, medium or low. The high ranked watersheds will then be surveyed for feasibility and a select few of the HUC 11’s will be targeted for watershed action planning.

The Basin Team will have the responsibility of selecting indicator categories to be included in the ranking formula as well as weights for certain categories that may be of priority for the basin.

Announcements
· A bill authorizing the acquisition of Fern Lake, Middlesboro’s water source, has been introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives. The 150 acre lake along with part of its watershed has been for sale for a while. Recently developers have shown interest in the property raising concerns by the cities water utility. The Fern Lake property is adjacent to Cumberland Gap National Historic Park and would became part of the park if purchased. 

· Clean Water Action Plans continue to progress in Rock Creek and in Harlan and Bell Counties. 

Next Meeting
Tentative date is September 25th. Let me know if this is no good.
