Upper Cumberland River Basin Team
Minutes
June 18, 2002
London Regional State Office Building
 

Attendees:
Dan Bond, ASPI
Mike Strunk, TNC/Pulaski Soil Conservation District
T.K. Jones, Pulaski County NRCS
Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D
Richard Tippit, Corp of Engineers/Nashville District
Morgan Jones, KY Division of Water
Jeff Litteral, KY Division of Water
Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator
 

Announcements
· Rodney Hendrickson reports that 203 septic tanks have been installed through the PRIDE Septic Tank Grant program in the Cumberland Valley RC&D service area. The cost of the 203 tanks is about $500,000. Cumberland Valley RC&D is working with local conservation districts to administer the PRIDE Septic Tank grant program. 

· Dan Bond reported that the Rockcastle River Day was a success and the weather was great! 

· Rob announced that a collaboration of agencies have received EPA 319(h) funding for a proposal titled "The Comprehensive Commonwealth Water Education Project". This project will begin this fall and will provide water education to a variety of audiences across the state. Rob also announced that River Network will be launching a water education program this summer called RiverSmart. 

Watershed Ranking Formula
Water quality assessment information is now available for all of the watersheds monitored during the year 2000. Rob presented the final version of the watershed ranking formula along with the complete data sets for all of the ranking categories. The watershed ranking formula has produced a numerical ranking of the 94 watersheds based on available data. Overall scores for the 94 watersheds ranged from 2.24 up to 6.96. (The greater the number, the higher the priority) The 94 watersheds have been divided into three categories of high, medium and low priority. The priority score breaks have been tentatively placed at 3.75 and 5.0. This creates 16 high priority, 41 medium priority and 37 low priority. A list of the watersheds in alphabetical order is below. Remember this list is only a draft and the score breaks can be changed.

	HIGH PRIORITY WATERSHEDS

	Big Indian Creek

	Brush Creek

	Buck Creek

	Clover Fork of the Cumberland River

	Cumberland River, above Brownies Creek

	Jellico Creek

	Laurel River

	Little Poplar Creek

	Lynn Camp Creek

	Martins Fork of the Cumberland River, below Martins Fork Lake

	Mud Creek

	Poor Fork of the Cumberland River

	Rock Creek

	Roundstone Creek

	Stony Fork

	Straight Creek

	Wolf Creek

	MEDIUM PRIORITY WATERSHEDS

	Bear Creek, of Big South Fork

	Bear Creek, of Cumberland River

	Bennetts Fork

	Big Renox Creek

	Big South Fork, below Bear Creek

	Brownies Creek

	Catron Creek

	Clear Creek

	Cranks Creek

	Crocus Creek

	Cumberland River, above Clear Fork

	Cumberland River, above Lewis Creek

	Cumberland River, above Meadow Creek of Whitley County

	Cumberland River, above Rockcastle River

	Cumberland River, above Stinking Creek

	Cumberland River, above Straight Creek

	Cumberland River, above TN State Line

	Greasy Creek

	Horse Lick Creek

	Lake Cumberland, above White Oak Creek

	Lake Cumberland, above Wolf Creek Dam

	Laurel Fork

	Little South Fork

	Lower Buck Creek

	Marrowbone Creek

	Meadow Creek, in Whitley County

	Middle Fork Rockcastle River

	Patterson Creek

	Pitman Creek

	Pond Creek

	Richland Creek

	Rockcastle River, below Skegg Creek

	Sinking Creek, of Rockcastle River

	Skegg Creek

	South Fork Rockcastle River

	Spring Creek

	Stinking Creek

	Watts Creek

	Yellow Creek

	Youngs Creek

	LOW PRIORITY WATERSHEDS

	Bark Camp Creek

	Beaver Creek

	Beaver Creek, of Lake Cumberland

	Big Clifty Creek

	Big South Fork, above Bear Creek

	Cane Creek

	Cedar Sinking Creek

	Clear Fork Cumberland River

	Clear Fork, near Fonde

	Craig Creek

	Davis Branch

	Dry Branch

	Elk Fork Creek

	Fishing Creek, above Rock Lick Creek

	Fishing Creek, below Rock Lick Creek

	Illwill Creek

	Indian Creek

	Kettle Creek

	Laurel Creek

	Marsh Creek

	Martins Fork Cumberland River, above Martins Fork Lake

	McFarland Creek

	Meadow Creek, of Lake Cumberland

	Meshack Creek

	Mud Camp Creek

	Otter Creek

	Poplar Creek

	Puckett Creek

	Roaring Paunch Creek

	Rock Lick Creek

	Rockcastle River, above Skegg Creek

	Sinking Creek, of Big South Fork

	Sulphur Creek, Clinton County

	Sulphur Creek, Cumberland County

	Sulphur Creek, Monroe County

	White Oak Creek

	Wolf River


Priority Watershed Selection
Based on this list, 2-3 high priority watersheds will be selected as targets for watershed planning and implementation in the upcoming phases of the Watershed Framework cycle. The selection process for target watersheds is centered on the feasibility of plan implementation in the watershed. Three watersheds were discussed at the meeting and are currently draft watersheds for targeting: Laurel River, Poor Fork and Buck Creek. Further discussion at the next meeting will hopefully yield other candidates or strengthen the case for existing candidates.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 23rd at 9:30 AM at the Department for Environmental Protection office in London.
