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Minutes

Upper Cumberland River Basin Team

January 9, 2007 / 10 A.M.

London Regional State Office Building

Attendees:

Joyce Kiogora, CVADD

Joan Garrison, Rockcastle County Cons. District

Dr. Kerry Crooks, EKU Communications Department

Jim Hays, The Nature Conservancy

Pam Martin, US Forest Service

Corrine Wells, KY Division of Water

Jeff Litteral, KY Division of Water

Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D

Jack Stickney, KY Rural Water Association

Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator

Announcements
· Two watersheds were nominated for NPS monitoring in 2007 – Renfro Creek and South Fork of the Rockcastle.  Neither watershed was chosen for monitoring.  Sampling will continue on the Sinking Creek NPS monitoring project until spring 2007.  A presentation of findings will be requested in late spring.
· The Corbin City Reservoir Project Team will meet on January 29th at 6 PM at the Laurel County Courthouse to discuss project implementation ideas.

· Pam Martin reported that the Cromer Ridge Restoration project will likely not begin on the ground work until 2008.

· The annual Upper Cumberland Watershed Watch Conference is February 17th at Somerset Community College.

· Deadline for 319h grant proposal initial interest forms is February 14th.  Rodney suggested that the headwaters areas in Harlan County would be a possible applicant for a watershed plan.  Rob and Rodney will follow up with the Harlan County Conservation District about the application.
Wood Creek Lake

Jim Hays asked about the water quality conditions at Wood Creek Lake.  The lake is currently on the 303d list for partially supporting as a drinking water source due to taste and odor problems.  The suspect source of the problem is failing septic tanks located in the watershed.  He has identified several sources of nonpoint source pollution that are affecting the lake including straight pipes, livestock waste, and stormwater runoff.  He has inquired with North Laurel High School about assistance with a sampling regime for the lake and its tributaries to identify problems.  Jack Stickney suggested that he contact the water utility as well to help with monitoring.
Mass Media Campaign

Dr. Kerry Crooks, EKU Communications Professor, introduced a project he has been contracted to work on: The Commonwealth Mass Media Campaign to Reduce Nonpoint Source Pollution.  The project, initiated by the Kentucky Environmental Education Council, is funded by EPA 319h dollars and will supplement the similarly funded statewide Commonwealth Clean Water Education Project (CCWEP).  The mass media component however will only focus on the Upper Cumberland basin, and perhaps only certain priority areas within the basin.  Dr. Crooks outlined the scope of work for the project as follows:
1. Conduct social marketing campaign in the UCRB to educate the general public about NPS pollution

2. The campaign will utilize products created by the CCWEP including PSAs, web page (www.inyourwater.org), a video, a virtual watershed tour, Growth Readiness presentations and materials, etc.

3. Prior to the campaign a public survey will be conducted to determine the existing level of knowledge about NPS pollution.

4. Develop relationships with local weather forecasters and other media reps to include NPS info on local weather casts.
5. Generate a weekly newspaper column using the format of “Ask Andy” column.  

6. Work with local schools, civic groups, etc to give presentations on NPS.

7. Evaluate the campaigns effectiveness using measurable outcomes.

Dr. Crooks stated that he will be utilizing students from his communications class to assist in the project.  He will make every effort to work with Basin Team members to make sure media materials and presentations are delivered to the appropriate audiences.  
Dr. Crooks presented six PSA’s that were created by the CCWEP project and will possibly be used for the mass media campaign.  Each PSA, designed to convey a message about NPS pollution, covers a different NPS pollutant such as pathogens, nutrients, or siltation.   The PSA’s utilize artistic graphics and layman terminology.  Dr. Crooks asked that the team review each PSA and provide feedback about the appropriateness of each PSA for particular areas of the basin. The PSA’s can be viewed at www.inyourwater.org. Please take a few minutes to review the PSA’s and make some suggestions on where and how these could be used.
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