Upper Cumberland River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Somerset Community College
Somerset, KY
November 30, 1999, 9:30 – 12:00
 

Attendees
Daniel Bond, ASPI
Joan Garrison, London Regional Office, Div of Water
Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D
Steve Hohmann, Div. of Abandoned Mine Lands
Morgan Jones, Central Office, Division of Water
Jeff Litteral, Upper Cumberland Watershed Watch
Rob Miller, Cooperative Extension, Harlan
Matt Richey, Division of Forestry, Pineville
Tim Swindeman for John Bruner, CVADD
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth
Pamla Wood, Central Office, Division of Water (staff)

Administrative
There was one correction to the October meeting notes. Laurel River Lake, as a whole, is not eutrophic. The reference was probably to a small reservoir between Lynn Camp Creek and Laurel River Lake: Corbin City Lake.

Announcements
· Pamla said that Lee Colten and Bob Ware had met with the Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo). KACo will sign a "letter of introduction" that Basin Coordinators can hand carry to interviews with County Judge Executives. She said that in the Licking Basin, Team members have volunteered to accompany her or to go alone for such interview. Such contacts will be more important a little later in the Framework cycle.

· Pamla said the Kentucky Waterways Alliance has arranged to display photos of waterways in the hall between the Capitol and the Capitol Annex, during the legislative session. Morgan was interested. Anyone else who is interested should contact Pamla or the Waterways Alliance immediately.

· Pamla said the Statewide Watershed Steering Committee meets on December 10 and will be asked to address questions related to funding of watershed implementation during year five of the cycle.

Watershed Watch Conference
The Upper Cumberland Watershed Watch (UCWW) Conference was in Barbourville on November 20. Team members who attended were complimentary. There were good talks and workshops, and an excellent slide show about salamanders. There was a lot of enthusiasm and volunteers to join the UCWW Steering Committee.

Rodney Hendrickson said the Basin Coordinator should be a liaison between the Team and the Steering Committee. Morgan said the UCWW Steering Committee should be considered the "citizen advisory group" for the team.

Rodney said the volunteers sampling should have more specific parameters. Dan Bond said sampling should document sediment and turbidity.

Jerry said he attended the wastewater workshop, and that he was disappointed at the lack of interest in artificial lagoons for graywater. He said those objecting usually mention garbage disposals as the restricting factor, but that most of the homes he’s thinking of cannot afford garbage disposals. Jerry said ASPI separates gray and black water, using lagoons and composting.

Dan said that there should be no more drinking water hookups unless there is appropriate wastewater treatment.

Morgan mentioned said that the Nonpoint Source Section has hired a person to focus on onsite wastewater treatment.

Monitoring Plan
Surface Water
Pamla reviewed the proposed water quality monitoring sites. She said that all sites would be sampled for all parameters except pesticides. These require expensive lab work and are not expected to be present, since there is so little agricultural land in the Upper Cumberland. The Team was generally satisfied with the proposal. However, Jerry said that chemicals are sometimes used during logging in the Daniel Boone.

There are 19 sites on Rock Creek being sampled by the USGS under contract from the Division of Abandoned Mine Lands. These should be added to the monitoring plan.

Groundwater
Pamla explained the methodology for random site selection for groundwater sampling. The Team was generally satisfied. However, Jerry said there was a need for related surface water and groundwater sites, and Pamla said she would check on it. He mentioned a potential groundwater sampling site that is near the surface water sampling site at the Boils.

Jeff Litteral had sent Lee an e-mail about sites of potential groundwater contamination. Pamla had the e-mail but had not followed up on it; she promised to do so.

Basin Status Report
Cover
Pamla proposed two alternatives for the Status Report: a water use graphic from the Water Resources Association and a collage of two Fish & Wildlife posters (small streams and big rivers). The Team rejected the graphic and after considering the posters, decided that photographs would be preferable. After discussion, they proposed to use two or three photos that indicate the water and topography from the upper reaches through to the lower, including a lake photo. These would be arranged on the page in location similar to the basin itself. Dan suggested using Bad Branch for the upstream photo and a shot of the Cumberland, Tennessee and Ohio rivers converging. Pamla suggested asking Ken Cooke to take this idea and put something together.

Tennessee Section
Tennessee has reneged on their agreement to write the middle sections of the report. We will be able only to use a map of 303D listings. Morgan suggested asking David Duhl for rivers assessment maps. Dan and others were glad to be allowed more room for Upper Cumberland information.

Text and photos
Pamla brought a very rough mock-up of the Basin Report and the Upper Cumberland section. She said that each double-page spread would allow approximately 450-800 words. She told Morgan she would get samples from Lee so that Morgan can begin writing. She distributed Matt’s draft write-up on water quality health in the forested areas and Rosetta Fackler’s draft for "What can I do to help?" There will only be room for some of Rosetta’s work. Dan Bond said that the end of the document should have a summary and this positive information, to end on an upbeat note.
Joan had some great photos for the Team to look at, including a shot of Dogs Slaughter Falls that she insisted was Bad Branch.

Maps
Pamla had some "rough draft" maps.
1. The "305b" map, showing streams classified as impaired, was deemed very important. Chart will be necessary so that people can find specific streams and also learn the causes of impairment. 

2. The "discharge, dumps, and sewerage map," as drafted, was too complex. The Team recommended coloring counties to show the number of dumps rather than specific dump locations (and to specify that these are dumps visible from the road, if that is the case); failing septic and straightpipe data from the ADD; and sewered areas, if possible. (Tim showed the Team a map from the ADD that showed the inventory of failing septic and straightpipes.) 

3. The "mining" map was generally accepted as is. However, Steve wondered where Dave Beam (OSM) had obtained the data on abandoned mines. Pamla agreed to ask. 

4. The water use data on the "discharge" map was deemed to be too cluttering and not particularly useful. 

The Team recommended drafting a map showing major land use throughout the entire Basin Unit. This map should also show special areas such as Wild Rivers, State and National Forests, State Nature Preserves, etc.

Web site
Dan asked if the Report would be on the web, and if so, could include links to more detailed data. Pamla said it would and that links would be great. Dan said he does HTML programming and would be glad to assist if someone organized it for him. (His skills are in presentation.)

Basin Coordinator
The Team asked when they would get their Basin Coordinator, but Pamla could only say "maybe soon."

Next Meeting
The Team agreed not to meet in December. Pamla suggested the next meeting take place when there is a draft Basin Report to review. It was agreed that Pamla or Lee would contact Team members by January 10 to set up a meeting. Hopefully, the Team will have a coordinator by that time, plus there will be a report from the Statewide Steering Committee.
