Upper Cumberland River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
10 A.M., November 2, 2000
DEP, London Regional Office
Attendees:
Bob Jasper, Knox County NRCS
Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D
Stanley Sokolowski, Harlan County Health Dept.
Morgan Jones, DOW
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth
Ron Price, DOW
Dan Bond, ASPI
Joan Garrison, DOW
Dave Harmon, DOW
Lee Colten, DOW
Carol Cox, PRIDE
Gary Sherman, Somerset Community College
Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator

Announcements
GIS Day Expo – November 15th at Capital Annex in Frankfort.
Upper Cumberland Watershed Watch Conference, December 9th at Somerset Community College. Speakers are needed for the breakout session on agriculture BMP’s. Contact Gary Sherman.

Basin Coordinator’s Report
Rob opened the meeting reviewing his recent activities. Met with the Buck Creek Bioreserve director, Mike Strunk. Visited several sites in the Buck Creek watershed where animal waste facilities and stream bank stabilization projects were in progress. Buck Creek project will be funded as a EQIP priority watershed next year.

Noted that many copies of the status report were still available. Also noted that Four Rivers Team is going to reprint report in two regional papers.

Attended solid waste public forum sponsored by the NRDEP Cabinet. Most participants were in support of more education about dumping and littering.

Reported that Clean Water Action Plan projects were being developed in Upper Cumberland. These projects focus on demonstrating innovative onsite wastewater treatment methods. 

Hopefully these projects will lead to solutions that can be implemented in other areas across the basin. This announcement sparked discussion about onsite wastewater. Dave Harmon, Onsite Wastewater Coordinator with DOW, gave a short overview of the plan to develop alternatives to septic tanks. Septic tanks have been the traditional onsite system used, but many areas are not suitable for this method. Dave said that remediation of onsite wastewater problems had been estimated between 5-10 billion dollars. Dan stated that ASPI had been promoting alternatives for years and hoped that they would now be taken seriously. Lee and Dave noted that changes in the Cabinet were making it possible to promote alternatives. Jerry said that TV channel 9 in London is installing an alternative onsite system that will be promoted at their station. Much discussion followed. Dave agreed to provide a full presentation on the onsite wastewater initiative at the next basin team meeting.

Assessment Update
Lee Colten, presented the timeline for the assessment phase of the basin cycle.
· Planning – Sept-Dec 1999 

· Monitoring – Mar-Nov 2000 

· ID/Analysis/Data Entry – Nov 2000-Mar 2001 

· Agency Submittal Period – Mar 2001-Jun 2001 

· Assessment Report– Jun-Oct 2001 

· GIS Format 305b – Oct-Dec 2001 

Raw data will not be in the assessment report. Currently water chemistry data is not easy to make available in a readable format. There is $8 million in Empower money set aside to develop a management database for the Cabinet. However this database will not be ready for a couple of years. Currently the biological data is available on EDAS. This system is a partnership between Division of Water, U.S. Forest Service and Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resource Service with EKU, WKU, U of L, Department for Transportation, and Department for Surface Mining about to be added. Gary asked if stakeholders in other basins are concerned about not seeing the raw data in the assessment report. Lee said that the volume of data is one issue as well as departmental concerns about releasing the data. Dan and Gary asked that Lee make the raw data available with the assessment report for the basin team to review.

Bob asked what happens after the monitoring is completed. Lee explained that after the assessment report is complete the Basin Team has the job of ranking the watersheds in the basin. This will be followed by prioritization and developing watershed plans for funding opportunities.

ATV Use
Rob attended the Rockcastle River Roundtable sponsored by the Kentucky chapter of The Nature Conservancy. The focus of the meeting was ATV use in the Rockcastle River watershed. Jerry added that another recent meeting had highlighted problems with ATV use in the same watershed. It was agreed that the issue be discussed further at a future basin team meeting.

Next Meeting
Next meeting is January 11, 2001 at 10 a.m. Location pending.

Dave Harmon will present program on onsite wastewater initiative in Kentucky.

Carol Cox will check into booking the boardroom at the Center for Rural Development for next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
