Upper Cumberland River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Somerset Community College
Somerset, KY
October 21, 1999, 9:30 – 12:00
Attendees
Dave Beam, U.S. Office of Surface Mining
John Brunner, Cumberland Valley Area Development District
Joan Garrison, London Regional Office, Div of Water
Morgan Jones, Central office, Division of Water
Doug Stephens, SE Fisheries, Williamsburg, KDFWR
John Williams, SE Fisheries, Williamsburg, KDFWR
Pamla Wood, Central office, Division of Water (staff)

Several people went to the London campus of Somerset Community College. Pam and Lee sincerely apologize for not alerting Team members to the fact that the location in the September minutes was incorrect. Thanks to Joan and Dave for driving the extra miles; we were sorry to inconvenience and also to miss the input of others.

Administrative matters
There were no comments on the September minutes. Joan had received a couple of recommendations to invite Steve Hohmann of the Division of Abandoned Mined Lands to serve on the Team, and others concurred.

Assignments from last meeting
Pamla reviewed assignments and status. Incomplete assignments are carried over into this month’s list.

Monitoring
Existing data
There are 8 "Reference Reach" sites in the upper basin. These are sites that represent least impaired streams; the Division of Water conducts biological sampling at them. They are: Bad Branch (Letcher County); S. Fk. Dog Slaughter Creek (Whitley County); Eagle Creek (McCreary County); Marsh Creek (McCreary County); Bark Camp Creek (Whitley Co.); Horse Lick Creek (Jackson Co.); Cane Creek (Laurel Co.); and Buck Creek (Pulaski Co.). Those that are larger and therefore more suitable for sampling sites are: Marsh Creek; Bark Camp Creek; Horse Lick Creek; Cane Creek; and Buck Creek.

There are 8 "Ambient monitoring" sites in the upper basin. These are sites at which the Division of Water conducts physicochemical sampling. Therefore, each will have historical data in addition to data from the basin’s sampling year (2000-2001). They are: Cumberland River at Turkey Neck Bend; Big South Fork at Blue Heron; Cumberland River at Cumberland Falls; Rockcastle River at Billows; Horse Lick Creek near Lamero: Cumberland River at Calvin; Clear Fork near Williamsburg; and Buck Creek at Dykes.

Morgan said there are 7 wild Rivers sampling sites. These are sampled quarterly for water quality and every couple of years for biology.

Morgan and Doug said that the Parks Service has quarterly and some weekly data, up to 1994 and maybe more recent. Morgan is checking on it.

Doug and Joe are working on the threatened and endangered (T&E) data, which needs to be sorted by drainage. The list of extirpated species list is being sorted in Frankfort and should be available by the end of the month.

Dave said Abandoned Mine Lands are being mapped. Most of the data is in West Virginia. Coal inventory of acid-producing mines since 1982. The data is of variable quality. He also said that Parks, OSM, and USFS have acid loads data and post mining impacts information.

Dave brought electronic coverage (ArcView shapefiles) of Abandoned Mine Lands.

Dave said the USFS is using GPS units to acquire latitudes and longitudes for all the old mines on their property. Lee or Pamla should contact Jon Walker about the data.

Discussion bearing on the basin sampling year
Pamla had a map marked with her best estimates of locations for hierarchically determined sampling sites. Team members expressed concern that the upper reaches might not be sampled. That area should not be left out.

Kevin Ruhl of DOW has requested two TMDL sampling sites in the upper basin. [Pamla did not have them with her, but they are: Little Laurel River (Laurel County); and Lynn Camp Creek (Whitley and Knox County).

A third possibility is Whitley Branch (Laurel County), which is listed because of chlorides.] Doug said that the largest nutrient load into Laurel River Lake is from Lynn Camp Creek, and that Laurel River Lake is eutrophic.

There was talk about poor water quality at Cumberland Gap: water is acid and has become considerably worse in the last five years. There are no fish and pH is 4. However, it was unclear whether there is mining in the area. Sewage is especially a problem from the London and Harlan areas. Clinton County has chicken processing and composting.

Basin Status Report
Pamla should have a very rough mock-up of the basin report for the November meeting.
The tone of the document should contrast the extensive positive aspects of the area and stress the need for help. On the positive side:
· Lakes 

· Diversity of aquatic habitats 

· Cool and warm water streams 

· Seven of nine state Wild Rivers 

· Almost every proposed Federal Wild River in the state is in the Upper Cumberland. 

· Tributaries are some of the highest naturally-occurring quality waters in the state. 

· Mention special areas: Blanton Forest, Black Mountain 

Photos recommended include: lake; Wild Rivers; garbage, straightpipes (map); house on the stream, hemmed in by hills (preferably with straightpipe); confluence photo, showing dramatic sediment or other change (Big South Fork?); obvious acid flow. Joan, Joe, Morgan, John, Dave and Lonnie are expected to have photos (see the assignments list for specifics).

Maps that have been discussed include: abandoned mine lands and current permits; drinking water sources, wastewater discharges, and straightpipes; dumps (combined with another map); and use support.

Dave will write about acid loads. John will write a paragraph or send statistics about PRIDE activities: tires cleanup; septic loan program; "531" cluster wastewater systems.

"What’s going on" in the upper basin should mention PRIDE, Clean Streams Initiative (and partners), Watershed Watch. All Team members should think about any others to mention.
Morgan and Doug volunteered to write for the upper basin. Rosetta Fackler of DOW will contribute to the "What to do?" section. There were many questions about the writing: who is going to write the general stuff? Is Maleva going to do layout again? [The answer is yes.] Who is going to write the middle basin section? [The answer is Tennessee.]

Assignments
All:
· Bring any suggestions for positive developments (like Clean Streams Initiative, Watershed Watch, PRIDE) 

Dave Beam:
· Write summary of acid loads, mining 

· Rock Creek photo 

Doug Stephens:
· Photo of Rock Creek (dramatic confluence) 

Doug and Joe:
· Get the T&E and extirpated data sorted; summarize it for the Basin Report 

Doug and Morgan:
· Draft basin status report language when mock-up is complete 

Joan Garrison:
· Send electronic or paper copies of photos to Lee. 

Joe Williams:
· Photo of Lake Cumberland or Laurel River Lake. 

John Brunner:
· Write about PRIDE activities in the area 

Lee/Pamla:
· Contact Richard Thomas at NREPC or James Whisenhunt at CVADD RE straight pipe and dumps lat/longs 

· Ask Jon Walker for specifics on USGS mines inventory 

· Find out how to get DMR data (for Dave Beam) 

· Make a Basin Report general mock-up for the next meeting 

· Check on who is writing the general sections of the Basin Report, writing the middle Cumberland [TN], and whether Maleva is doing layout [yes]. 

· Bring ideas for a Contacts database 

· Invite Steve Hohmann/AML to join the Team 

Lonnie Saylor:
· Provide text and pictures on straightpipes 

Matt Richey:
· Research a forest health indicator for presenting status of the resource 

· Provide statistics on extent and condition of the resource 

Morgan Jones:
· Give sites and parameters for Wild River sampling sites to Lee before monitoring meeting. 

· Continue trying to get monitoring plan for Cumberland Gap Park from Jack Collier. 

· Obtain GIS coverage from the Park Service (Jack Collier) for Big South Fork and Cumberland Gap. 

· Provide a good garbage photo. 

Joan, Joe, Morgan, John, Dave and Lonnie Saylor (absent):
· Look for photographs of 

· Straightpipe 

· House on stream, hemmed in by slopes 

Next Meeting
November 30; 9:30 – noon. Cumberland Valley Area Development District, London.
Agenda items include:
· Monitoring sites (These should be sketched out). 

· Basin Report (A rough layout/mock-up should be available). 

Outreach and distribution (Begin formulating categories for a mailing/distribution database)
