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Attendees
Terry Anderson, DOW, Water Quality Branch
Hugh Archer, Dept for Natural Resources
Russell Barnett, KY Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development
Don Becker, TVA Resource Stewardship
Yolanda Brown, US EPA - Region 4
Joe Burns, KY Rural Water Association
Steve Coleman, Division of Conservation
Ernest Collins, Division of Pesticides
Lee Colten, DOW
Bill Cox, US EPA - Region 4
Andy Dickerson, Nature Conservancy
Clark Dorman, Cooperative Extension Service, Salt River Basin Coordinator
Greg Epp, Water Resources Research Institute, KY River Basin Coordinator
George Gilbert, Division of Waste Management
Peter Goodmann, DOW, Groundwater Branch
Doug Hines, USDA - NRCS
Rita Hockensmith, DOW
Hillary Lambert, KY Waterways Alliance
Laila Lienesch, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Scott Martin, KY Association of Counties
Tom Mesko, US Geological Survey
Rob Miller, DOW, Upper Cumberland River Basin Coordinator
Pat Neichter, Louisville Corps of Engineers
Jeff Pratt, DOW
Judith Petersen, KY Waterways Alliance
Dale Reynolds, DOW, Green/Tradewater River Basin Coordinator
Marshall D. Slagle, Past President of KY American Planning Association
Reggie Van Stockum, League of Cities
Jon Walker, US Forest Service
Ted Withrow, DOW, Big/Little Sandy & Tygarts River Basin Coordinator
Bob Ware, DOW
Corrine Wells, DOW, Water Quality Branch
Pamla Wood, DOW, Licking River Basin Coordinator
Diana Woods, US EPA, Region 4
Introductions
· Bill Cox, Manager, Wetlands, Watersheds, and Nonpoint Source Section – Bill provided some opening remarks regarding reorganization of program in Region IV and $20 million dollar grant announcement for watershed protection (not yet appropriated). With him came Yolanda Brown, of Nonpoint Source program, and Diana Woods, the Region IV-Kentucky Watershed Coordinator.
· Jeff Pratt, new Director for the Division of Water, was introduced and welcomed everyone to the meting; he expressed his support for the watershed process; and stressed the need to show results.
Announcements
· University of Louisville Watershed graduate courses available this summer
· Watershed 2002 Conference in Fort Lauderdale, FL, Feb. 24-27
· Frank Sagona, of TVA and former member of Watershed Steering Committee, retires; Don Anderson will be his replacement
· A Statewide Watershed Education 319 grant proposal was submitted for funding; copies of the proposal are available upon request.
· USGS is preparing a new nation-wide set of watershed boundaries (HUC10 and 12 scale). These boundaries will only follow Karst and watersheds issues paper – this project has significant implications for TMDLs, source water protection, and "anything in a watershed." An Issues paper is available upon request or at /
· Pamla Wood: Reading the River, a Licking River Watershed Workshop for Science Teachers, June 16-21, sponsored by Northern KY Univ. and Morehead State Univ.
· Don Becker: National and Regional Watershed Forums have been held in the past; several other states in the Southeast are hosting state-level forums, modeled after the regional ones. Tennessee is having one March 27, in Nashville, and KY people are invited to visit and view it. NEMO (nonpoint source education of municipal officials) will be utilized; the Southeast Forum consultant and TVA may be able to provide some funding. Corrine says she would be willing to discuss merging of this with Nonpoint Source Conference, scheduled for September 23, 2002.
· Hugh Archer: NASA providing $3.6 million for new land cover data. Resolution: 3 meter, multi-spectral data; due in 2 years.
· Ernest Collins and Tom Mesko: distributed a pesticide and nutrient fact sheet on the Green River basin. Copies are available.
· The Water Resources Research Institute Annual Symposium is February 20, 2002, at the Holiday Inn North, in Lexington, KY
· Tom Mesko: The new Louisville Office USGS Chief is Mark Ayers, from NJ. FFY03 USGS budget taking "targeted hits."
· Laila Lienesch: All of the US Dept. of Interior is without email or Internet service for the next 6 months, or so.
Kentucky River Basin Management Plan -- Greg Epp
Greg Epp provided a brief presentation overview of where the Kentucky Basin Management Planning process stands. The outline for the plan is as follows:
· Overview
· Framework plans
· Monitoring
· Mobilization/outreach
· Task force watersheds
· Agency plans
· Watershed summaries
A copy of the programmatic portion of the plan was provided to everyone. This portion of the plan summarizes who (the program) does what (goals, objectives, and what actions), where (within the basin, and identifies criteria by which the program will target efforts in the basin), and when (timeline provided). The second (and more lengthy) portion addresses each of the individual HUC11s, and assigns it to one of four tiers for implementation activities. Thirdly, there will be more specific plans for each of the priority HUCs. This draft material will be available over the web for review and comments. [The web address will be emailed to all Steering Committee members soon.]
Several people noted the absence of the various programs or agencies – specifically, the absence of the Division of Conservation and NRCS. Various reasons were cited for different agencies not submitting a plan section. Greg and Lee agreed to make a renewed effort to solicit input from other agencies. Several suggested that the plan, as drafted, more reflected a "management" or "resource" plan than a "strategic" plan. It was agreed to change the name. Others commented that it may be difficult for some agencies or programs to submit a plan for specific targeted projects or watersheds, as they operate on an application- or request-driven process. The suggestion was made that if other agencies do not get explicitly supply plans for their agency, we should at least identify the partners in the front matter of the plan document. Requests were made for specific input as to what the plan should include or how to present it. It will be made available to all for comments; Greg is compiling a next draft to web and mail distribution and a timeline for finalization.
Priority Watersheds -- Pamla Wood/Clark Dorman
Pamla and Clark each provided recommendations for priority watersheds for their respective basins; these priorities were based upon data collected by the interagency monitoring efforts and recommendations of the River Basin Teams. Past nominated priority watersheds for the Kentucky River basin are: Eagle Creek (Lower) Watershed (05100205410), South Elkhorn Creek Watershed (05100205270), and Red River (Upper) Watershed (05100204120). A complete justification and basis for the 2001 Kentucky basin recommendations may be found at /Kentucky/KR%20priority%20watersheds.htm.
Pamla Wood (Licking River basin unit) reported that priority watershed recommendations include: Licking River headwaters (05100101010), Strodes Creek (0500102030), and Banklick Creek (0510010290). A complete justification and basis for the 2001 Licking River basin recommendations may be found at /Licking/LR%20priority%20watersheds.htm.
Clark Dorman’s recommendations included Beargrass Creek-Saint Matthews (05140101250), Sinking Creek-Hardinsburg (05140104250), and Floyds Fork (includes both LaGrange and Fern Creek-Jeffersontown Watersheds) (05140102180). A complete justification and basis for the 2001 Salt River basin recommendations may be found at /Salt/SR%20priority%20watersheds.htm.
Source Water Assessment & Protection Plan & Susceptibility Analysis -- Pamla Wood: What is susceptibility analysis? How will it help protect water supplies? What can you do to help protect supplies?
Pamla Wood provided a brief presentation on the Source water assessment and protection program, the delineation criteria (covered in previous meeting), inventory of potential contaminant sources, and susceptibility analysis of water supplies. Most of the time focused on a handout she provided listing potential contaminant sources; the table included scores on risk of release and contaminant values. The susceptibility analysis involves a process of compiling all available databases (with georeferencing) for known potential contaminant sources. Using GIS, we will intersect contaminant sources with protection zones for water supply areas. Based on an algorithm, using proximity, risk of release, and contaminant values, the water supply will be ranked for susceptibility. This data will be distributed, as a complete database, to the ADDs and water systems for verification, update, and corrections, whereupon the ADDs will provide a narrative assessment.
There were several questions regarding the types of "BMPs" listed on the contaminant sources table. The need for a reality check at the local level was also stressed.
The Nature Conservancy planning process – Andy Dickerson
Andy provided an overview of TNCs conservation planning activities. The Nature Conservancy has taken on a coordinated planning process – the Efroymson Workshops – that provide a structured means of identifying biodiversity protection areas, targeted species, and actions. The workshops will focus on seven areas: the Shawnee Hills of Western Kentucky, Big Barrens and Salt River/Rolling Fork near Louisville, Licking River (below Cave Run Lake), Kentucky River Palisades, Central Kentucky Grasslands, and the Rockcastle River. It provides a peer reviewed planning framework. The process identifies the systems to target, the stresses, the sources of the stresses, and strategies to abate the stresses. Lastly, they develop measures of success. The planning process runs from January to April, 2002. [A copy of Andy’s presentation will be linked to these notes when they are posted on the web.]
Smart Growth in Kentucky -- Marshall Slagle: What is Smart Growth? How does it relate to watersheds? What can the Watershed Framework do to support Smart Growth?
Marshall provided an overview of the Smart Growth topic, agenda, and proposed legislation. The legislation is an outgrowth of recommendations prepared by the Governor’s Task Force this past year. Principles include respect of private property rights; decision-making should be local; the state should lead by example and provide technical, funding, education, and planning initiatives.
Specific elements of Smart Growth Bill include:
· Ensure state government leads by example: state projects would be subject local planning and zoning; establish a state planning committee; the planning committee would review siting of all state projects (>50 acres); siting with emphasis on keys issues; review state plans for long-term impacts
· Establish State Planning Assistance Office: would be attached to Governor’s Office
· Create four tax credits to preserve neighborhoods, encourage restoration of historic areas, and promote downtowns: 20-30% for rehabilitation of historic property; 10% for new construction in historic districts; <=10% for redevelopment in redevelopment zone.
Executive Order I:
· Finance and Administration Cabinet to establish siting and design criteria for public facilities
· Board of Housing, and Building, and Construction to develop plan to promote rehabilitation using "smart codes"
· Board of Education to support smart growth in school siting criteria
· Creates Brownfields Task Force
· Directs several statewide inventories: KY Heritage Council to inventory historical, archeological, and cultural resources; NREPC and KDFWR to prioritize the sensitive areas and develop a plan for comprehensive inventory of natural resources; OGI to prepare inventory of existing infrastructure and land use to determine current and future needs.
Executive Order II:
· Creates KY Progress Commission: continue smart growth dialogue; serve as an advocacy group; raise public awareness of quality growth; advise Governor; develop private support
 

