Watershed Steering Committee
Minutes
 

Capital Plaza Tower Auditorium
November 9, 2000
9:30 to 12:00 a.m.
Attendees
	· Hugh Archer, Dept for Natural Resources
· Ernest Collins, Division of Pesticides
· Lee Colten, DOW
· Mary Kathryn Dickerson, KY Waterways Alliance
· Jim Dinger, KY Geological Survey
· Scott Drake, East KY Power Cooperative
· Greg Epp, Water Resources Research, KY River Basin Coordinator
· Steve Fisher, KY Geological Survey
· George Gilbert, Division of Waste Management
· Dave Harmon, DOW, Water Quality Branch
· Judy King, DOW, Drinking Water Branch
· Jack Kuhn, Natural Resources Conservation Service
· Michael Layman, Louisville Corps of Engineers
· Tom Mesko, US Geological Survey 

· Rob Miller, DOW, Upper Cumberland River Basin Coordinator
	· Pat Neichter, Louisville Corps of Engineers
· Lindell Ormsbee, Water Resources Research Institute, KY River Basin Coordinator
· Cary Perkins, Division of Forestry
· Julie Porter, Water Resources Research Institute
· Dale Reynolds, DOW, Green/Tradewater River Basin Coordinator
· Jane Ruhl, Louisville Corps of Engineers
· Jeff Sole, The Nature Conservancy
· Mary Jane Warner, East KY Power
· Corrine Wells, DOW, Water Quality Branch, NPS
· Jack Wilson, DOW
· Pamla Wood, DOW
· John Zimmerman, Louisville Corps of Engineers


Announcements
Lee Colten announced that since the last meeting basin status reports for the Cumberland/Four Rivers region were produced and distributed. Copies were made available. 

Nine agencies and universities have signed on to share aquatic biological and habitat data under a Memorandum of Understanding. A database application is provided with training and a data sharing routine is scheduled annually. Participants include: Division of Water, KY Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, US Forest Service, Murray State University, Western Kentucky University, Eastern Kentucky University, University of Louisville, Transportation Cabinet, Dept. of Surface Mining. [Others that have recently expressed interest: Northern Kentucky University, US Fish and Wildlife Service.] 

The Dept. for Environmental Protection is in the process of selecting a vendor to overhaul nearly all data management systems, especially as it relates to permitting and environmental and compliance chemical data. This process will be implemented over the coming two years. 

All basin coordinators have been hired for all basin management units, except for the Big/Little Sandy basins, which will be completed by end of December. Dale Reynolds was recently hired in Bowling Green, to oversee the Green / Tradewater basins; Rob Miller was hired in London to oversee the Upper Cumberland and Four Rivers region. 

Meetings with MSU, WKU, UL, and UK were recently held to initiate a set training workshops and curricula for urban site design. The Center for Watershed Protection has offered to provide, at not cost to Kentucky, training for cities that come under the jurisdiction of the Phase I and Phase II stormwater permitting requirements. 

Pat Neichter reminded everyone of the federal Unified Federal Policy on Watershed Management. This will help coordinate management activities on federal lands. 

Hugh Archer announced the Governor’s intentions to develop a task force on smart growth to develop a model planning bill. 

Dale Reynolds announce the Lower Green/Tradewater and Upper Green Watershed Watch Conferences on November 18 and December 9, respectively. 

On-site Wastewater Interagency Plan – Dave Harmon, DOW
Dave Harmon presented an overview of issues related to on-site (businesses and residences not on a central collection and treatment system) wastewater and described the work he is doing with the Cabinet for Health Services to develop a plan for addressing straight pipes and failing septic systems. Facts: Forty percent of Kentucky homes use on-site systems, package plants, or straight pipes; sewage is the fourth leading source of water pollution in the state; half of all wells are contaminated with fecal coliform bacteria. Recent developments: Senate Bill 18 was passed in 1998 to require sewage treatment systems before electrical hookup; the Environmental Quality Commission released a report on on-site/decentralized sewage issues in the state; the state is working diligently to comply with the Clean Water Act’s requirement to complete total maximum daily loads and to address impaired streams.
The onsite/decentralized wastewater action plan includes the following overriding elements: education, assessment, watershed-based remediation planning, prioritization, funding, onsite/decentralized sewage management, regulatory changes. For more details on the elements and on the plan itself, call for a copy of Dave’s slides or contact Dave Harmon directly at the Division of Water, 502-564-3410.
On-site Pilot Wastewater Projects – Scott Drake, KY Rural Electric
Scott started by outlining why the Rural Electric Cooperatives might be interested getting into the wastewater business: Senate Bill 18 (which requires wastewater handling before power can be turned on); new regulations (could hurt electric growth and less revenue will increase rates, so volume and diversity can help from a business standpoint); quality of life; and environment. Demonstration projects included:
· Preston, Bath County: ~110 homes with effluent collection system, lagoon treatment, and subsurface disposal. REC’s role is management, operation, and maintenance (MOM), billing, accounting, monitoring.
· Sand Gap Elementary: current system is 40 year old package plant; only point source on Horse Lick Creek; REC will MOM and maybe own system; along with 3 other package plants
· Individual home: was a straight pipe on hilly site; will convert to activated treatment unit with UV treatment and discharge.
Questions to Dave and Scott:
· Q: What is being done relative to soil analysis for underground disposal? A: Mary Jane Warner (KRE): we don’t want to be a regulatory entity; however, we can provide options, technical assistance, and MOM (management, operation, and maintenance).
· Q: Is the KRE pilot model a service to communities and individuals? A: either or both.
· Comment: Funding to local health departments is limiting.
· Comment: We should be utilizing groundwater protection plans and other existing tools as management options.
· Comment: County-wide sanitation districts are a very desirable option as a management entity.
Reports from Basin Coordinators
Licking – Pamla Wood, DOW
Licking River Basin Team got a Community Rivers & Streams grant to do a fact sheet printing and distribution. They are also working with the 319-funded Cooperative Extension Service’s Master Water Educator program, which is being piloted in several counties in the Licking Basin.
Pam then provided visual "tour" of watersheds and probable priority issues. [A copy of this slide show is available in print or electronic format.]
Salt – Tom Mesko, USGS
Tom Mesko, of USGS in Louisville, was introduced by Lee as the new Salt basin coordinator, replacing Mike Unthank. Tom and other members of the Salt River Basin Team will be working on and attending the Salt River Watershed Watch Conference. They are also working to identify funding for local outreach and participation. Team member Russ Barnett, of the University of Louisville, working on an education project with teachers in Jefferson, Oldham, and Spencer counties. Mike Unthank is also working on a pre-proposal for a groundwater/spring study in Jefferson County. USGS has also make the National Water Information System available on the web, for those want this type of data. USGS has recently gotten a Nonpoint Source grant to fund a project assess land use changes relative to water quality in the Green River basin. Mike Unthank and Penny DuBerry have done considerable work in reviving team attendance and making contacts with local leaders, especially in Bullitt and Oldham counties. The next major project is the develop the Salt basin assessment report, similar to that recently completed by the Kentucky basin team.
Kentucky – Greg Epp, KWRRI/KRA
Greg made a brief presentation on the Kentucky Basin Assessment Report – what it contains, where to find it on the web [see www.watersheds.ky.gov], and how it will be used by the River Basin Team to make decisions on the basin’s priority watersheds. The entire report is available on the web (estimated at 1000 pages long) or anyone can print (or call KWRRI or DOW to print) any particular watersheds. The web site also provides ranks for all watersheds in the basin, based upon monitored data and other ancillary information. Now the watershed process must move from basin-level information-gathering to local planning and implementation.
To that end, Greg has been doing several "regional" public meetings (three so far). Team members have been instrumental in helping organize and conduct these meetings. He provided a profile on who and how many attended. He has been doing much follow-up with attendees to determine degree of interest in doing watershed planning and acting as a local watershed task force. One lesson learned is that we need a string of pilot projects and success stories to help sell the process. However, some have specific plans or ideas and just need guidance, technical assistance, or funding. Often, too, there is a lack of detailed water quality or source data available to target implementation controls in a particular smaller scale watershed, i.e. HUC11 or smaller. Need: resource list, in-kind assistance, and money. [After the meeting Lee provided Greg with a printout of the draft funding directory his staff have been putting together.]
Comment: Some expressed concern over the amount of and type of data available to support the process.
Comment: Watershed Watch is a network of informed citizens to collect data and help at local level. They are modifying their sampling strategy to more focused sampling.
Upper Cumberland/Four Rivers – Rob Miller, DOW
Rob Miller, of the Division of Water, was introduced as the new basin coordinator for the Upper Cumberland / Four Rivers Basin Coordinator; he is located in the DOW London Regional Office. Rob stated that he is pleased to report that the Upper Cumberland and Four Rivers both have very strong, active teams. This will make work in these areas much more positive.
Four Rivers: This team is working closely with the Cumberland River Compact (CRC) in the Red River basin (sub-basin of Lower Cumberland, straddles TN/KY state line). CRC is conducting local public and stakeholder identification meetings. Rob and Bob Wise, basin coordinator assistance in Western Kentucky, has been assisting with this effort. The team is also working with the CRC to prepare an addendum to the basin status report that will cover the "middle" Cumberland basin (portion in Tennessee); they recently received a Community Rivers and Streams grant that will allow them to reprint the basin status report (with the new "middle" Cumberland section) in tabloid format at the Hopkinsville and Paducah local newspapers.
Upper Cumberland: Since the team had not met for about six months until Rob was hired, he has spent considerable time reaching out to team members and getting this team back on track. Projects in the Upper Cumberland include: a Section 319 grant on the Rockcastle River to address septic tanks; and Clean Water Action Plan grant in Harlan County to address straight pipes. Also, Rob has been communicating with the Nature Conservancy, and has good opportunities for partnerships in the Horse Lick and Buck creeks watersheds.
Green/Tradewater – Dale Reynolds, DOW
Dale Reynolds, of the Division of Water, was introduced as the new basin coordinator for the Green / Tradewater River Basin Coordinator; he is located in the DOW Bowling Green Regional Office. Dale has many years as an environmental consultant, especially in the mining and waste industries. Since the Green/Tradewater team has only recently been formed, and Dale has only recently been hired, his has only had three meetings and limited activity to report. However, the team is making good progress in developing the monitoring strategy and the basin status reports.
Comment: Hugh Archer reminded Dale and the Steering Committee of the USDA CREP (Conservation Reserve Enhanced Program) in the Green River basin. This will pump about $100 million into the mid-section of the Green River as BMP’s and incentive money.
 

Source Water Assessment & Protection: New Surface Water Protection Areas delineation scheme – Pamla Wood
Pam introduced her presentation by reminding the Steering Committee that they have acted in a technical advisory role for the Source Water Assessment and Protection (SWAP) program over the last year and a half. To that end, she presented an update on the plan revision process, some of the issues related to that, and described the new surface water protection area delineation scheme. The new scheme is more consistent, more hydrologically sound, and was designed to be easier to automate the three zones as polygon boundaries in a GIS environment. All boundaries are being generated by the Office of Information Services in the NREPC. The zones are: critical zone (¼ mile buffer, five miles upstream of intake, along < 3rd order streams), zone of responsibility (½ mile buffer, 10 miles upstream of intake, on either side of all > 3rd order stream), and zone of potential impact (all small watersheds [HUC14’s] that are adjacent to > 3rd order streams, and 25 miles upstream). The next generation of SWAP plans will be easier to update the inventory information and do the susceptibility analysis. The federal government requires all susceptibility analysis to be completed by 2003; water supply plan updates will be due July 2001.
[A complete copy of Pam’s slides are available upon request.]
Comments: The US Army Corps of Engineers offered cost-share dollars for under the Water Resources Development Act. Another funding example of funding that the Corps has experience with is a 100% federal EPA grant that goes largely untapped for "baby brownfields." They offered to talk about funding sources from their agency at the next Steering Committee meeting.
Next meeting: Thursday, 9:30 – 12:00, May 24, 2001
Note: If this date is unacceptable because of some event that will take a lot of Committee members out of the meeting, please let me know as soon as possible. Given the time at this meeting devoted to basin coordinator reports, we may call an interim meeting if issues needing Steering Committee input arise. 

