Watershed Steering Committee Meeting
Minutes
 

Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
464 Chenault Road, Frankfort, KY
October 22, 1998, 9:00 - 12:00
 

Attendees:
 

Russ Barnett, UofL
Robert Biel, US COE
Martin Bess, DOC
Ernest Collins, DOP
Jim Dinger, KGS
Lynn Garrison, KDFWR
Hank Graddy, Watershed Watch
Rebeckah Freeman, Farm Bureau
Jerry Deaton, League of Cities
Janet Meyer, KACo
Lindell Ormsbee, WRRI
Steve Reeder, KRA
Russ Renaud, Trans. Cab.
Amy Downs, USGS
Jack Wilson, DOW
Alan Kalos, N KY Health Dept.
Don Moccia, DOW
Phillip Broomall, DOW
Lee Colten, DOW
Pamla Wood, DOW
Ron Cicerello, KSNPC
Jon Walker, USFS
John Sirles, USCOE
Kay Harker, DEP
Peter Goodman, DOW
Simon Cornett, DOH
Beth Siddens, Barren R. Health Dept.
 

Following introductions, several announcements were made to the Steering Committee, as follows:
 

· The Kentucky Waterways Alliance is announcing its mini-grant program. Utilizing a Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant, KWA awards mini-grants to applicants in the amount of $2000-5000 for nonpoint source education and implementation. A copy of the announcement was distributed.
· The Governor’s Conference on the Environment will be held October 28, in Bowling Green. Animal feeding operations will be on the agenda for the entire day and source water protection will be an afternoon topic during a concurrent session. A copy of the agenda was distributed.
· A copy of President’s Clean Water Action Plan, Unified Watershed Assessment and Priority Watersheds was distributed and questions answered regarding the funding of this project.
· Basin Coordinator roles have been filled in the Kentucky, Salt, and Licking River basins; now the Division of Water has the ability to establish two additional merit positions to support the Watershed Framework in the Cumberland/Tennessee/Mississippi Unit and the Green/Tradewater unit. These positions will be established and filled within the next few months.
Updates were provided on each of the on-going basin management units:
· Lee Colten talked about activities of the Kentucky River Basin Team (RBT). This past year has resulted in a nearly completed round of surface water quality and biology and ground water quality sampling. Additionally, Alice Jones, of EKU, has performed a series of stakeholder meetings, laying groundwork for further coordination of resource management activities in the basin. The Kentucky RBT last met on October 20. Next activities include assessment of data and prioritization. Lee Colten introduced Steve Reeder, the new Director of the Kentucky River Authority. Mr. Reeder talked briefly about the notion that the Watershed Framework process is still new to him, and difficult for many to understand. Also, as a reason for supporting the Framework process, he cited a recent article that indicated states need to be doing watershed approach to position themselves for funding. This will allow us to be ready with a plan when the money becomes available. He indicated that he would serve in the role as Basin Coordinator, but would approach the KRA board about contracting with Lindell Ormsbee, of WRRI, in a technical capacity, to carry out many of the functions.
· Amy Downs, fighting a serious bout with laryngitis, reported on the activities of the Salt RBT (Allison Shipp, USGS, the Salt Basin Coordinator, was out of town). She noted that the group has had very good representation from several organizations; and that about six of these have contributed text to the Basin Status Report and played a role in editing the document. This represents much more stakeholder involvement that in the Kentucky Report.
· Pamla Wood, Licking Basin Coordinator, DOW, reported on the Licking RBT. She remarked that she had really dedicated team and felt they were working together well to produce the Licking Basin Status Report. It is due to go to the printers this week. Pam, using Amy and Allison’s overheads, also provided an update on planning for monitoring in the Salt and Licking Basins. She highlighted some key issues, especially related to resource allocation between basins to get the job done. Planning is moving ahead and due to complete in December.
· Hank Graddy, Watershed Watch, reported that training and sampling have been very successful in the Kentucky, Licking, and Salt basins this year. In all, there were 11 training sessions and 250 people trained this year, for a total of 400 people trained over the last two years.. He handed out a report containing fecal coliform data from the three basins. These results indicated significantly high values on the first round of sampling during a rain event; follow-up sample showed lower values for most sites, but not all. Planning and organization is moving ahead well for the basin conferences. Conference dates are: Kentucky Conference: November 14; Licking Conference: November 21; Salt Conference: December 5. Efforts will move into the Cumberland/Tennessee/Mississippi basin areas next year.
· Pamla Wood, DOW, provided a handout that summarized the Source Water Protection Program (SWAPP), and announced that EPA had approved Kentucky’s SWAP plan; this is the first approved program in the nation. The plan described in the summary reflects some of Watershed Steering Committee’s comments and recommendations. Other changes, not appearing in the document, will be dealt with in the program’s work plan over the coming months. Jack Wilson stressed that this program is important to the public, and is a direct tie to the watershed protection efforts of this group. He cited a recent newspaper article listing several areas with drinking water problems that are a result of poor water supplies.
· Donald Moccia, DOW, announced that the EPA has approved Kentucky’s prioritization formula, opening the door for Kentucky to use Safe Drinking Water Act State Revolving Loan Fund money for land acquisition. Don also mentioned that utilities may be eligible for monitoring waivers (mostly on wells) if appropriate documentation is provided; this will save utilities significant money in analysis bills. Russ Renaud stressed that more people, especially industry, need to be made aware of the SWAP program and its implications.
Russ Barnett reported that the University of Louisville, through the Brandies School of Law, will be will be working to develop a model conservation easement for use by municipalities or water utilities to protect water supplies. He stated that "Even if we plugged up all the [point source] discharges, we probably still wouldn’t meet the standards, due to the urban runoff." Land acquisition is an important alternative. However, land purchases are frequently too expensive. He cited examples of Louisville’s purchases on Floyds Fork, the Blackacre nature preserves, and a donation of land that go toward water supply protection in the Louisville area. The model conservation easement project will also provide information on how to protect the supply area and help disseminate the information. A product is due in Spring of 1999. UL is also providing financial technical assistance to utilities.
Alan Kalos, Northern Kentucky District Health Department, & Beth Siddens, Barren River District Health Department, made a presentation on their Environmental Health Indicator’s project. Ms. Siddens indicated that the public health community is moving away from simply dealing with its traditional clinical role to a more population-based health issues role. This broadens their role to include "environmental health" and to use new community health assessment tools. Several tools and indicators currently exist; yet there is a need for more locally based indicators. However, there is a significant lack of data a local level. Mr. Kalos indicated the need to use indicators to set local priorities and help decision makers decide where to place program efforts and funding. The goal is to have about 15-20 indicators. All indicators are to be available to the public, locally. Mr. Kalos invited all Watershed Committee members to the next indicator’s meeting on November 4 at the Salato Wildlife Center, at the KDFWR Game Farm, in Frankfort; lunch is provided. Contact Agnes Parman if interested in attending (see handout for phone number). A handout summarizing the project was distributed. Lee passed out a copy of the current draft of indicators. See the attached slides to summarize their complete presentation. Russ Barnett asked about using the cancer registry to the indicator’s list. Lee Colten indicated that this was a point of discussion among some of the Indicator Committee members. Mr. Kalos answered that there is difficulty showing a cause and effect relationship.
Lee Colten started the next agenda item by stating that there have been ten or so Nonpoint Source grant proposals in the state to put up watershed or stream crossing signs. This seems to be an increasing trend in Kentucky and nationwide. To provide some background history, Pete Goodman talked briefly about the Source Water Protection Signs seen in many parts of Kentucky. They are being erected to identify wellhead protection areas, but are worded such that they could be used for surface water areas as well. These signs serve an educational role, as well as providing information about emergency response. Signs are made as money becomes available; the Department of Highways (DOH) makes the signs and delivers to site. Most go to small communities – 19 so far; 14 coming this year. Mr. Colten then asked, where do we go from here? There is a need for a protocol for watershed/stream crossing signs, to ensure consistency and that the signs meet DOH’s standards for esthetics and safety.
Margi Jones, of Nonpoint Source Program, confirmed that numerous requests for sign projects come in – most of these are in rural areas to identify the creeks. Some DOH districts are very cooperative; others reluctant. Simon Cornett, Director of the Division of Traffic, DOH, says that there are 12 districts, with 12 personalities. The policy manual does allow for stream name postings. Criteria include: they must be white on green at roadway crossings; sizes depend upon road; only three lines are allowed for fast readability. He held up an example from the Floyds Fork project, with pictures, etc., as an unacceptable example. The comment was also made that signs must be locational. Ms. Jones expressed a need for including stream names and basin units for educational purposes. Steve Reeder said that there is a national policy on signage that is incorporated by reference in the Kentucky regulations. Russ Renaud said that there is a need to include signs for entering and leaving a particular "area."
Cost for a typical sign runs about $60-100 each. There was some discussion about special waters, such as the Wild Rivers.
Lee Colten handed out a list of questions/issues that need to be answered, relative to a statewide policy and to be able to answer local groups interested in pursuing signage in their watershed. The goal here, he said, is not to answer all these questions, but determine the support. Mr. Colten asked the question: "Do we, as a Watershed Steering Committee, believe that watershed or stream crossing signage is a valuable educational tool?" Janet Meyer, of the KY Association of Counties, stated that because of the greater mobility of our society, that there is a need to identify these features. John Walker, USFS, stated that he felt there was a need and some educational value in signage. Hank Graddy, Watershed Watch, expressed his desire for the committee to endorse watershed/stream-crossing signage. Mr. Colten stated that he sensed a general support from the group, and there were no objections. He then asked for volunteers from the committee or one of their staff to help work with DOH to develop the signage policy. Margi Jones volunteered; also, Kathy Wynee, a private citizen, not present, has expressed an interest in working with Ms. Jones on this project. It was agreed that they would get with Mr. Cornett and begin to develop a policy that DOH could approve.
Lee Colten noted that the Basin Status Reports would cost about $10,000 each, to produce about 8,000 copies. They have been very valuable for educational purposes. KGS and KDFWR each contributed money to the Kentucky Status Report last year. He solicited contributions to the Licking and Salt reports.
  

