Statewide Watershed Steering Committee (WSC)

October 2, 2003.    Fish & Wildlife Classroom Building, Frankfort

Presentations

Gulf hypoxia. Peter Tennant spoke about Gulf hypoxia (“dead zone”), which is of serious concern to the fishing industry in the Gulf of Mexico. A copy of the presentation is available on the Internet at kywatersheds.org (with these notes).

Roundtable. Lee Colten and Judy Petersen spoke about the Watershed Roundtable Forum, which was well attended and generally quite successful for a first-time effort.  Lee’s presentation is also available on the Internet at kywatersheds.org (with these notes).

Reports will be posted at kywatersheds.org, KWAlliance.org, and at the Water Resources Institute site.

Several people volunteered to serve on a Committee to follow up with next year’s Roundtable: Barry Tonning, Don Becker, and Mark Ayers, Margaret Shanks, Malissa McAlister, Judy Petersen, and Jim Dinger. Don said the Southeast Watershed Forum would probably help again, too.

Framework evaluation

Pamla proposed the following process for evaluating the Framework structure and implementation, over the next couple of months.

· Presentation of the current Framework (reminder)

· Discussion of what’s working (small groups)

· Discussion of what’s not working (small groups)

· How my agency can fit in (small groups)

· Committee: evaluate other states’ frameworks

· Committee presents other frameworks to the WSC

· Committee makes recommendations to the WSC (tentative)

· Visioning discussion (small groups)

· Basic conclusions

· Committee pulls it together

At this meeting, Lee reviewed the Framework structure before people broke up into five groups. Each group had a Basin Coordinator present, plus someone who is active at the Basin Team level. The groups generated three lists: What’s working, what’s not working (challenges), and how specific organizations and agencies can best fit into the process.  Pamla was able to compile and present the “what’s working” lists, but there wasn’t time to compile and present the others. 

Next steps

Some WSC members then agreed to explore other options (from other states), and some members agreed to review the information generated at this meeting. Pamla will distribute the lists to the entire WSC. She also said that people could add “afterthoughts” by contacting her or the committee members.

Meeting follow-up:

Pamla Wood will compile the brainstormed information and distribute it.

Pamla and Lee will formulate questions for others to use when contacting folks in other states. These will be based, generally, on the negatives (challenges). 

Exploring other options: 

· Barry Tonning will share a TetraTech survey of other states’ watershed programs.

· Don Becker will explore how other organizations are involved in other states.

· Pete Tennant is recommending ORSANCO convene Coordinators from adjacent states and will provide contacts to other states.

· Corinne Wells will check with NPS contacts about their experiences.

· Mark Ayers can share New Jersey’s experience.

· Margaret will check with EPA Region 4.

· Henry Duncan will talk with Amanda Abnee about discussions at the National Water Quality Conference in NM.  

Follow-up committee:

The following people agreed to review the brainstorm lists, coordinate presentation of the information about other programs. They may also formulate or review questions to ask other states, and/or make recommendations for changes in Kentucky’s Framework. 

· Andy Earnest 

· Mark Ayers

· Pat Neichter

· Hugh Archer (not present)

· [There may have been one other person, but what I wrote was “Andgeal.” If this might be you, please contact me. Pamla]

WSC meetings: Pamla said that a couple other WSC members would like meetings to be scheduled at different times during the day (for those traveling), in the evening (for volunteers and university representatives). A show of hands indicated that a small minority of those present would be able to attend in the evening, but that many could attend meetings held elsewhere (Bowling Green, for example).

The WSC agreed to convene again in mid-November, to continue Framework evaluation. Staff will try to secure conference call equipment, or explore videoconferencing
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