Salt River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2000
Attendees:
Mike Unthank, USGS/Salt River Basin Coordinator
Jim Bennett, Jefferson County Health Dept.
Allan Dittmer, University of Louisville/KIESD
Russ Barnett, University of Louisville/KIESD
Gary McGruder, Farm Bureau
Maleva Chamberlain, Kentucky Division of Water
Roy Toney, NRCS
Keith Richardson, Corps of Engineers
Kerry Prather, KY Dept of Fish and Wildlife Resources
Vickie Loyall, Fort Knox Environmental Mgt. Division
Kenneth Rigdon, Bullitt County Judge Executive
Jesse Walls, City of Shepherdsville
Margaret Metzger, City of Shepherdsville
Rachel Phillips, Lincoln Trail Area Development District
Mary Ann Blanton, Bullitt County Health Dept.
Dr. Greg Kuhns, Free farmer/Pathologist
Jerry Terhune, MSD
Barry Nichols, MSD
Kelly Bennett, NRCS
Eric Gracy, KY Division of Forestry
Steve Gray, KY Division of Forestry
Aimee Downs, USGS
Doug Hines, NRCS
Pennie DuBarry, USGS/Asst to Coord for SRBT
Introduction
· Mike Unthank welcomed everyone to the SRBT’s first outreach meeting. The meeting was held at the Arboretum Center, at Bernheim Forest. Team members and guests were asked to introduce themselves and tell what agency or organization they were affiliated with. 

· Mike gave an overview of the SRBT and the accomplishments that have been made to date, as well as what was on the agenda for the future. 

· Mike introduced Eric Gracy from the Kentucky Division of Forestry. 

Presentation
· Eric presented a slide presentation on "Best Management Practices Required by the Kentucky Forest Conservation Act." The presentation was followed by a question-and-answer period. 

· Following the presentation, team members and guests drove to Maple Gate Farm, which is owned by Greg and Joan Kuhns, and his sister, Ann Vanderstuer, and her husband, Hans. Steve Gray gave a tour of a logging site on the farm and discussed the best management practices used in the timber harvest. 

Overview of Maple Gate Farm
· The 2000-acre property has been in the Kuhns family since the 1920’s. The current owners began managing the forestland in 1990. During that period of time, they completed four timber harvests-- all carried out using best management practices. Additionally, several timber stand improvements, tree plantings and wildlife management practices have been implemented. 

· For many years Crooked Creek was the primary water source for the livestock on the farm. In the past three or four years, ponds have been built as water sources, and in most portions of the creek, livestock has been "fenced out." 

· Maple Gate Farm is a member of the American Tree Farm System and a Kentucky Stewardship Forest. 

· The property holds an historical element, in that an iron furnace is located there. Because of the high demand for timber to fuel the furnace, the furnace had a great influence on the local forests. Based on the best estimates of production requirements, the furnace would have required 3 to 4 acres of forest be clear-cut per day of operation. 

Water Quality Presentation
· Kerry Prather from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Fisheries Division, gave a demonstration on stream sampling and basic water- quality tests at a stream on the Kuhns’ property. A description of a typical stream study, like those done on the Salt River drainage, was given. In addition to basic water tests, these studies involve fish population sampling, determination of dominant benthic invertebrates, aquatic and riparian vegetation, fish habitat and substrate composition, and other physical characteristics of the stream. 

Adjournment
· The meeting concluded with a luncheon served and provided by the Bullitt County Conservation District. 

 

