Salt River Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2001
 

Attendees
Tom Mesko, SRBT Cood/USGS
Dr. Allan Dittmer, U of L
Pat Neichter, USACE
Keith Richardson, USACE
Russ Barnett, KIESD
Teena Halbig, FFEA
Pennie DuBarry, SRBT/USGS
Clark Dorman, KWA
Introductions
Tom welcomed folks to the meeting and introduced Clark Dorman, Associate Director for Kentucky Waterways Alliance, Inc.
Approval of Minutes
Minutes were approved as written.
 

Discussion
The team discussed several issues regarding fecal coliform (indicator) and ecoli (pathogen of concern) in the waters in the SRB. The issues include:
· Salt River Watershed Watch (SRWW) will be taking grab samples, on July 14, for fecal coliform and ecoli from 60 different sites in the SRB. At the five "worst" sites, they will do a geometric mean to determine if the levels exceed body contact. A letter discussing the results of the sampling will be sent to the Kentucky Division of Water. 

· Beckmar Labs will do the analysis for the sampling. 

· The Press has given a great deal of attention to fecal coliform and ecoli - what is the issue? What is the threat to the community? Fecal coliform should be at 200 colonies per million for body contact, and ecoli should be less than 10 colonies per 100 milliliters for body contact. 

· The concern of the USGS is fecal coliform and streptococci - both of which are indicators for pathogens. 

· There are dangers all around; recall on ground beef and turkey; fecal on shopping carts at stores. 

· We do not do routine sampling for viruses because it is too expensive. We look to the broader indicator for ecoli such as fecal coliform. 

· Sampling is not done for by-products from the pharmaceutical industry. 

· If the USGS does not have a protocol for a specific agent, they don’t/can’t test for it. 

· We don’t understand the synergism at work between what is being dumped into streams, lakes, rivers, and drinking-water sources and the effects on humans and the environment. 

· The State has signed off on a plan for Red Penn Landfill. They are allowing the existing leachate to seep out of what has already been capped. The hope is that in 1-2 years the seeping will stop. The drought will affect seepage from the landfill. There is a strong odor of methane and petrochemical smells, and the state is unsure where in the landfill the drums are located. 

· When the State notified citizens in the county that the landfill was close to their neighborhood (as required by EPA), and there was leachate seeping out, many residents were unaware that the landfill was there or that it was a Superfund site. 

· Many subdivisions are built on old landfills. Team members wonder, will the methane gas that is emitted out of the landfill cause houses that are heated by natural gas to blow up? 

Update on the Assessment Report
Tom informed the team that he had completed the first draft of the narratives for the 71 11-digit, HUCs in the SRB. Along with each description is a location map that identifies: watershed, KPDES sites, KDW monitoring sites, USGS gauging sites, towns, steams, hydrogeologic sensitivity, hypsographic province, U.S. Forest Service sites, and public-water supplies. We are still waiting for the 303d data from the State to complete the narratives.
Team members will have an opportunity to edit the narratives.
The team suggested that the work done by MSD and the Corps of Engineers at Pond Creek Floodway be included with the narrative for Pond Creek.
 

Miscellaneous Discussion
The Louisville Water Company is looking to purchase Aqua Source in Indiana. They want the water rights and customer base for the Kentuckiana area. The wells they may purchase are near the ammunitions plant as well as some karst areas. Will the water company do any water testing? If so, what will they test for? Teena Halbig will send a letter to John Huber, President of the Louisville Water Company, and request this information.
On June 23, 2001, SRWW provided its members training on Rapid Periphyton Assessment. On August 23, 2001 SRWW will provide its members with macro invertebrate training.
The Kentucky State Fair will run from August 16 –26, 2001. There will be a 2200 square foot exhibit on water quality. Volunteers are needed to set up and tear down, before and after the fair. Volunteers will also be needed to staff exhibits. Watershed Watch folks will teach fair goers how to do water-quality sampling.
Russ Barnett is having GIS coverage watershed maps made for each county in the State showing the 11-digit HUCs in each county, as well as information on how to protect the water quality in "your county".
Teena Halabig reminded folks about the Governor’s Smart Growth Task Force planning meetings that will be going on throughout the State. To find the planning meeting closest to you, check out their website at http://smartgrowth.state.ky.us/calendar.htm.
 

Clark Dorman, Kentucky Waterways Alliance (KWA)
Below is a description of the watershed councils that KWA is going to set up. Clark would like the SRBT to help identify areas in our basin that have the greatest need as well as greatest potential for implementation of a council. Some of the criteria for a watershed council include: the stream must be in a small watershed that is listed on the 303d priority list and there are no other watershed programs addressing problems in that watershed. (See program outline below.)
The team will give Clark a list of suggested streams by the team meeting on July 25, as more information will be available by that date.
Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Nonpoint-Source High-Priority Watershed Councils
· Thanks to a grant from the Kentucky Division of Water Nonpoint Section, KWA has recently begun to develop 8 High-Priority Watershed Councils in areas throughout the State where no similar organizations exist. 

· The goal of this project is to provide funding, technical assistance, educational assistance, and organizational assistance to the councils. The councils will then develop and implement local nonpoint-source-pollution education, abatement, and prevention strategies. 

· Once the 8 high-priority watersheds and interested local leaders and partners have been identified, KWA will sponsor an organizing conference to which members of the councils will be invited. 

· KWA will also assist the councils with the selection and development of educational projects within their watersheds. 

· Each council will receive $5,000 in Federal funds. In addition, each council will be required to provide a local match of $6,250. The match can be in-kind. 

· KWA is currently in the process of identifying the 8 High-Priority Watersheds. A key component of this project is to identify local partners and community leaders who live in high-priority watersheds and who are willing to participate on the councils. 

· Partners can include local resource agencies, citizens, citizen groups, educators, local government, and business/industry interest groups. 

· You can participate in this process. If you are aware of a high-priority watershed that has no active community involvement in watershed protection, but has community members who would be willing to participate in this project, please contact: Clark Dorman, KWA Associate Director, Ph. 502-839-8994 or e-mail:  Clark@KWAlliance.org 

Future Meetings
Several team members would like to hold a SRBT meeting at the MSD, Floyds Fork Wastewater Treatment Plant. Suggested for the meeting is a tour of the plant and constructed wetlands on the property.
The next SRBT meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 25, 2001, at 9:00 am, at the
U.S. Geological Survey, 9818 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville, KY 40299. The focus of the meeting will be to review and edit the narratives for the Assessment Report; so it is extremely important that all team members attend this meeting.
 

