Salt River Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2001
Meeting Attendees:
Tom Mesko, SRBT Coordinator/USGS
Russ Barnett, KIESD/U of L
Maleva Chamberlain, KDW
Allan Dittmer, U of L
Steve Gray, KDF
Greg Kuhns, Farmer/Pathologist
Pat Neichter, USACE
Traci Powell, Div of Enviro Health & Protection
Keith Richardson, USACE
Jerry Terhune, MSD
Pennie DuBarry, USGS
Clarifications
· Steve Gray said that the KDF has not seen any Pine Beetle infestation in central Hardin County. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes
· Meeting minutes for the February 28, 2001 SRBT meeting were approved. 

Status of the Assessment Report and Discussion
· Tom made a correction on the weighing ranking for the wetlands category since it was too low. It was changed from .05 to .15.  The Nature Preserves Commission and the Nature Conservancy were changed from .20 to .15. 

· Lee wanted data on fertilizer rates by crop acreage data (i.e., application rates for various types of crops; corn, barley etc.), but that information is not available because in Kentucky application rates vary with soil type, plant type, and cost. 

· Tom collected data based on fertilizer sales. Russ said that this information is incorrect because some counties, like Shelby County, will have higher sales data because they purchase fertilizer for several counties. 

· Several team members had concerns/suggestions regarding accuracy of obtaining the data and what  calculations/decisions should be made to get the most accurate information. They include: prorate fertilizer sales data to a % of crop acreage grown and then subdivide by the subregion; determine sales data by number of pounds sold and then prorate distribution based on cropland in the watershed; are we making assumptions based on data that may not be valid; we are assuming rate of transfer, even though we don't have the information; set up a set of variables and see if there are any similarities ? This could be a 319 Study; we need to remember to include or get a reasonable estimate of acres of no till; are there areas where they double-crop? 

· The team said water-quality data from runoff would provide the best and most accurate information of fertilizer application rates, but we would need to consider groundwater infiltration, as well as evaporation, precipitation, and transpiration of fertilizer. 

· Depending on the data we receive, we may want/need to rethink our weightings of the ranked categories. 

· Each basin is unique, but we should all use the same procedure for documenting information. 

· In determining rankings/priorities of an area, and assuming we have support of local officials and stakeholders, we need to decide if the water-quality problem in the area is a long- or short-term problem, and what will be the deciding factor in moving one creek to the top of our priority list and another to the bottom of the list? 

· The weight will be based on public support and the value will be based on the cost and length of time it will take to correct the quality of the stream. 

· If the ranking of a stream is high and the feasibility is low, then what we need to do as a team is to educate the community on water quality and protection. Our feasibility will be in public-interest grants. 

· The accuracy of the data is subject to collection circumstances. If a sample is taken after a rain event, it may not be representative of the actual water quality of the stream. 

Taylorsville Lake Regional Meeting
· Approximately 85 letters of invitation to our Regional Meeting at Taylorsville Lake have been sent out to county judge/executives, county ag extension agents, county engineers, planning and zoning officials, county health department representatives, mayors, area farmers, district conservationists, community groups, recreational users, conservation groups and developers/home builders in Oldham, Spencer, Nelson, Shelby, Anderson, Washington and Mercer Counties. 

· Activities of the day include slide presentations, question-and-answer sessions, boat trip on Taylorsville Lake, lunch provided by the Spencer County NRCS office, and a visit to a farm to view BMPs that address water-quality problems in the basin. 

Announcements from Basin Team Members
· Citizens are concerned about a gas power plant that is being built in Oldham County and the type of pollution it will be emitting and discharging. 

· Watershed Steering Committee meeting on April 6, 2001. 

· Salt River Watershed Watch and YEA- Youth Environmentally Aware, will be sponsoring a float trip to the Ohio River. The group will meet at Eva Bandman Park, float down Beargrass Creek and around Towhead Island, and then paddle back up Beargrass Creek. From there the group will go to the Kentucky Theater for Earth Day events that will run from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m. At 7:30 p.m. there will be a Benefit Concert for Kentucky Resources Council at Kentucky Theater. The donation for the concert is $25.00. 

· There will be a seminar on Storm Water Planning for Urban Streams, May 8-9 and a follow up session August 1-2. Both seminars are sponsored by the Center for Watershed Protection. 

· Two recipients of the Grawmauer Award, both past presidents from Harvard and Princeton Universities will be speaking at the University Club on April 3, 2001. They will be discussing their book, "The Shape of the River." Lunch will be provided at 11:30 am with discussion to begin at 12:30 p.m. 

· Readers Digest has a featured article on underground streams being cleaned up. Sinking Creek, as well as other areas in Kentucky are being affected by development, and several cave species of "critters" have been put on the endangered species list. In areas of Hardin and Meade Counties, there are straight pipes into karst areas. 

· Jerry Terhune was a judge for a seventh year in a row at the Louisville Regional Science Fair at the University of Louisville where 240 students demonstrated and displayed their science fair projects. 

Next SRBT Meeting
Don't forget, our first Regional Outreach Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 25, 2001, at the Ashes Creek School house, (near the Corps of Engineers Visitors Center) Taylorsville Lake, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For directions to Taylorsville Lake, go to the USACE web site at:  http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/tay/
 

Many Thanks to All Team Members for their Dedication and Participation on the Team! 

