Salt River Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2001
Meeting Attendees:
Tom Mesko, SRBT Coordinator/USGS
Maleva Chamberlain, KDW
Pennie DuBarry, Aid to Coord SRBT/USGS
Steve Gray, KDF
Teena Halbig, FFEA
Jack Kuhn, USDA/NRCS
Greg Kuhns, Farmer/Pathologist
Stephen McMurray, KDW Biologist
Traci Powel, Div of Eniro Health & Protection, City of Lou
Keith Richardson, USACE
Jerry Terhune, MSD
Kent Wingler, National Aquatics
Cary Perkins, KDF
 

Introduction
· Tom welcomed SRBT members and introduced our two guests at the meeting, Kent Wingler, of National Aquatics and Cary Perkins, for KDF. 

· Tom also welcomed our newest team member, Stephen McMurray, a biologist for the KDW. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes
· Meeting minutes for the January 24, 2001 SRBT meeting were approved. 

Meetings and Conferences
· Kentucky State Fair- 2001: a water odyssey. Maleva gave an overview of the progress and plans for the Kentucky State Fair that will be held August 16 to 26, 2001. The plans include a "Watersheds Floor Map" of Kentucky; interactive exhibits and learning labs for hands on learning where visitors can explore Kentucky history, geography, aquatic biology, water-quality and water related employment opportunities; a stream; wetlands; hands on steam sampling; a mega fish tank filled with fish from the Ohio River; underground streams; forest/logging; mining and programs relating to water issues. 

Since Kentucky is 50% karst, it was suggested that there be an exhibit showing what the karst areas of Kentucky look like and their role in water resource management.
Volunteers are needed to staff some of the hands on exhibits as well as be available to answer questions about the 2001: a water odyssey exhibition.
· Lessons Learned 

Elaine Andrews gave a presentation on "Top Ten Watershed Lessons Learned" in which she discussed ways to involve officials and stakeholders in the decision making process (which is the next step for the SRBT in the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework process). The goal is to make officials and stakeholders feel like they are a part of the decision making process and that programs are not imposed upon them.
· Water Resources Symposium 

The Water Resources Research Symposium in Lexington, Kentucky, was attended by over 200 people, who listened to a variety of presentations on research that was compiled on various water-quality issues.
· Basin Coordinator Training 

Tom attended a Basin Coordinator Training meeting at Cumberland State Park, in which basin coordinators from several basins in Kentucky met to brainstorm on how they might approach water-quality issues.
Open Discussion
· Greg Kuhns expressed concerns farmers have regarding the Kentucky Ag Water Quality Act, and asked for feed back from team members who work for agencies that help farmers address water-quality issues. Jack Kuhn, with the USDA, told Greg that farmers are only required to have a plan on hand and that they are not required to file a copy with the local Soil and Water Conservation District (ADD) office or complete the self-certification form. However, those farmers who have a plan and have completed and turned in the self-certification form have a greater chance of receiving state and/or federal funds for correcting water-quality problems. 

Jack stated that the Ag Water Quality Plan was originally an administrative starting point for helping farmers address water-quality problems. He said it is also a major step towards educating farmers about better stewardship of the land. "We don’t want to get to the point where regulations are imposed. We want the program to be voluntary."
· Steve Gray, KDF, said that the Southern Pine Beetle is moving into the SRB area. The insects attack yellow and white pine species. In an effort to control the beetle, the KDF expects an increase in the pine harvest. However, loggers are still expected to practice BMPs, and the KDF will be inspecting timber harvest to ensure BMPs are being used. 

According to Steve, the best defense against disease and insect infestation is good forest management.
Status of the Assessment Report
· Tom handed out a sheet on prioritization ranking categories for the SRB Assessment Report. The 27 input categories were initially defined by the team using information provide by Lee Colten, Kentucky Watershed Management Frameworks Coordinator at the March 29, 2000 SRBT meeting. At January 24, 2001 SRBT meeting the Assessment Report was discussed further and weights were given to the ranked categories, similar to the weights given to the Kentucky River Basin. Tom asked the team to provide further comments regarding weighting and rankings for the SRB so that a final decision could be made. Two team members provided input. Tom then took the information to Lee and they revised the weights and ranks for the prioritization categories. Upon discussion at the team meeting, several team members expressed concern that the wetlands category weight was too low and that the Nature Preserves and Nature Conservancy was too high, compared to other weights. An adjustment in the weighting to these two categories has since been made giving each a .10. 

The priority ranking categories were laid out as follows: impact, category, unit, weight and source of information. Of the 27 categories listed, 12 of the data sets have not been compiled.
Taylorsville Lake Regional Meeting
· Pennie and Keith have been working on putting together a Regional Meeting at Taylorsville Lake. The purpose of the meeting is to introduce local officials and stakeholders to the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework, the Salt River Basin Team, water-quality issues that impact Taylorsville Lake, as well as state programs that address remediation of the impacts. 

Program packets will be given to participants with maps and meeting materials.
Other information
· Kathy Wynne has resigned from the team due to health reasons. The team will miss her knowledge and input. 

Future Meetings
· The next SRBT meeting will be Wednesday, March 28, 2001, from 9:00 to 11:00 am. We will meet the USGS office, 9818 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville, KY 40299. 

· Please mark your calendars now for our first Regional Meeting, which will be held April 25, 2001 at Taylorsville Lake from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Adjourn
