Salt River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
 TEAM MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2000

Attendees:
Tom Mesko, USGS/Salt River Basin Coordinator
Traci Powell, Jefferson County Health Dept.
Allan Dittmer, University of Louisville/KIESD
Russ Barnett, University of Louisville/KIESD
Keith Richardson, Corps of Engineers
Dr. Greg Kuhns, Tree farmer/Pathologist
Aimee Downs, USGS
Pat Neitchter, Corps of Engineers
Steve Gray, Kentucky Division of Forestry
Jack Kuhn, USDA/NRCS
Kathy Wynne, Kaly/LLC
Dave Harmon, Kentucky Division of Water
David Nichols, KDPH
Anna Kunzler, Salt River Water Watch
Richard Chadwell, Oldham County Sanitation District
John Bennett, Oldham County Sanitation District
Pennie DuBarry, USGS/Asst to Coord for SRBT
Introduction
· Tom Mesko welcomed SRBT members and introduced the guest speakers, Dave Harmon with the KDOW and David Nichols with KDPH. 

· Richard Chadwell and John Bennett, with the Oldham County Sanitation District gave tours of the package treatment plants. 

Presentation
· Dave Harmon discussed wastewater issues that plague Kentucky and many other communities in the nation. In compliance with the Clean Water Act, Kentucky and the Federal EPA are working to address the following waste water issues: 

· 40% of the homes in Kentucky use outside septic systems 

· Kentucky has more miles of streams that are impacted by sewage than not 

· ½ of all wells in Kentucky are contaminated with fecal bacteria 

· most of our streams in Kentucky have had contact advisories for more than a decade 

· septic systems that fail because of age, improper installation or improper location 

· straight pipes to the streams 

· communities/citizens do not plan 

· funds to correct these problems are either unavailable or difficult to come by 

· The Kentucky Division of Water and the Cabinet for Health Services is charged with implementing programs to address wastewater problems. They include: 

· Onsite sewage program 

· Train local inspectors 

· Regulate installers 

· Recent developments that have helped to correct wastewater problems in Kentucky are Senate Bill 18, passed in 1998 that required residents to have sewage treatment in place before electric hook-up is allowed, and the TMDL lawsuits that caused states to notice of their noncompliance of TMDLs to streams 

Field Trips
· John Bennett led field trips in the morning and afternoon in Oldham County for team members to view the newly constructed sanitation treatment plant at Buchner and the plants at Heather Hills and Covered Bridge. 

Assessment Report
· The team needs to begin looking at the process of compiling the Assessment Report that is anticipated for completion by July 2001. The Salt River Basion has 71 individual 11-digit Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUCs) so we need to decide which parameters we feel are most important to use for prioritization of later basin activities as well as identify volunteers to write HUC subsections or the report. 

New Member
· Traci Powell will be replacing Jim Bennett from the Jefferson County Health Department. We would like to that Jim for his service to the team and welcome Traci onboard. 

MSD Project
· Several members of the team expressed interest in the Beargrass Creek Project that is being sponsored by MSD. Russ Barnett suggested that a Kiosk with "real time" water quality data be placed at several spots along the creek to inform visitors of the issues that affect water quality in the stream. The thought is that if individuals are aware of the issues it will give them greater impetus to take ownership of the problems and work to address the issues. 

· The value of understanding the MSD project is that the team can take this model to other communities in the basin. 

Next Team Meeting
· Dr Dittmer was going to look contacting the Louisville Development Authority to see if their office was available for our next meeting. 

Thank You
· The team would like to thank Kathy Wynne for setting up our meeting with the Oldham County Sanitation District and providing lunch for the team and guests. 

· The team would also like to thank Dave Harmon and David Nichols for coming to the outreach meeting and discussing sewage issues in Kentucky. 

Adjourn
· 2:00 p.m. 

 

Events of Interests:
The Kentucky Institute for the Environment

and Sustainable Development

is pleased to present

Elaine Andrews
President, The North American Association for Environmental Education

and

Environmental Education Specialist University of Wisconsin Extension Service

 

Top Ten Lessons for Public Education about Watersheds

February 21, 2000

4:30 pm – Seminar

5:30 -- Wine and Cheese Reception

 

Ekstrom Library

Auditorium

University of Louisville

For complete directions and parking information call 502-852-6565

  

	 

Co-sponsored by:

 

Riverfields

Louisville/Jefferson County 4 – H

Jefferson County Public Schools

Kentucky Waterways Alliance

Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Kentucky Waterwatch

Salt River Watershed Watch


For more information please call:

 

Dr. David Wicks Dr. Allan Dittmer

JCPS Center for Environmental Education U of L Center for Environmental Education

3295. 502-852-0791 

dwicks1@jefferson.k12.ky.us allan@louisville.edu
 

 

To learn more about Ms. Andrews work:

Environmental Resources Center ---- www.uwex.edu/erc/
Give Water A Hand www.uwex.edu/erc/gwah/
North American Association for Environmental Education www.naaee.org
Program From MSD Calendar of Events:

"What Does Environmental History Have to Say to Environmental Activists?"
Start Date: January 27, 2001 (Saturday)
End Date: January 27, 2001 (Saturday)
Start Time: 2:00 PM
End Time: 3:00 PM
Description:  Panel discussion with Dr. John Cumbler, author of Reasonable Use:  The People, the Environment, and the State, New England, 1790-1930.  Others scheduled to participate in panel discussions are Sarah Lynn Cunningham, Tom Fitzgerald, and Judi Jennings, Moderator.  Reasonable Use is an engaging narrative that crosses several fields, combining industrial, urban, environmental, legal and political history.
Event Sponsor: Hawley-Cooke Booksellers
Intended Audience: Everyone
Location: Shelbyville Road Plaza
Contact Person: Sarah Lynn Cunningham 502-540-6118
