Salt River Basin Team Meetings
MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2001
Attendees
Tom Mesko, USGS/Salt River Basin Coordinator
Traci Powel, Jefferson County Health Dept
Russ Barnett, KIESD
Dr. Allan Dittmer, UofL/Dept of Teaching & Learning
Steve Gray, KDF
Pat Neichter, USACE
Keith Richardson, USACE
Rosetta Fackler, KDW
Greg Epp, KY River Basin Coordinator
Harry Rollins, USGS District Chief
Pennie DuBarry, USGS/Asst to Coord SRBT
Introduction
Tom welcomed the team and reviewed the agenda for the meeting. He began by asking the team for comments on the meeting minutes from the December 6, 2000 outreach meeting in Oldham County. 

Discussion
Maleva was concerned with the misinformation in Dave Harmon’s presentation at the out reach meeting. She said that according to the 305(b) report, that not all streams have had a contact advisory and the Division of Water does not have the resources to do the type of monitoring that is required (5 samples must be taken within 30 days) for contact advisory classification on all streams in Kentucky. 

Other team members also had concerns regarding the accuracy of the information presented. 

Assessment Report
Greg Epp discussed the Assessment Report process that he used for the Kentucky River Basin. Greg used the South Elk Horn Creek data/model for the team to review. 

The weighting process was also discussed, as some of the team members were not comfortable with the weighting and rankings that were decided upon at the team meeting in March of 2000. Greg said the weighting process served 3 roles for the Assessment Report in the ranked watershed list. 

The 3 ‘roles’ include:
1. Ranking and presentation of the ranking 

2. Presentation of the data, and 

3. To introduce people to the data and Kentucky watershed management 

Please remember to have your comments regarding the weighting and rankings for the Assessment Report to Tom (tmesko@usgs.gov) and Pennie (pdubarry@usgs.gov) by Friday, February 9, 2001. 

The Assessment Report contains 2 maps that show where the watershed/basin is located and important features, background information, as well as highlights of the data. 

The steps that Greg used to put together the Kentucky River Basin Assessment Report are as follows:
· Assemble all data to be presented into georeferenced format by HUCs 

· Acquire stream assessment data from the Kentucky Division of Water 

· Formatted the data for presentation, i.e., weighting and rankings- high, medium and low priority watersheds 

· Narrative (The narrative can also be done at the beginning of the ‘process.’) 

· Wrote the Assessment Report 

Data was compiled HUC (hydrologic unit code) by HUC and the physiographic information was identical for the whole basin.  The narrative information came from the Delorme Atlas for Kentucky and the Kentucky Office of GIS.
Team members expressed concern over the lack of a date on the data in the report (we have no real-time data; the data is old and will not be updated until the next cycle in the framework), data that is available, is not included in the report, i.e., macro invertebrate data, and because of these issues, they feel the data in the report is misleading. Some team members also felt there was too much emphasis on Water Watch data and it should be used as a supplement to the Assessment Report. 

Lee Colton, Watershed Framework Coordinator, would like all Assessment Reports to use the same format, if possible, for ranking calculations. 

The final Assessment Report will be released on a web page at the Division of Water. There will be no hard copies printed of the report. 

Outreach
Keith Richardson and Pennie DuBarry met to discuss and plan our next outreach meeting in the basin. The next meeting, which will be a regional meeting, will be held on Wednesday, April 25, 2001 at Taylorsville Lake from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. In compliance with the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework (KWMF) goals, our outreach meeting will serve to introduce local officials and stakeholders to the KWMF, the Salt River Basin Team, and water quality issues that impact the watershed they live in. By holding the meeting at Taylorsville Lake, we will provide an opportunity for local officials and stakeholders in 6 counties (Spencer, Anderson, Nelson, Shelby, Washington, and Mercer) to meet, learn about impacts on Taylorsville Lake, and how their communities impact the water quality in the lake and other communities. This meeting will prepare us for the Plan Development Phase of the KWMF. 

Additional Outreach
Pennie attended the Beargrass Creek Task Force meeting on December 20, 2000, at the Louisville Nature Center. Gordon Garner, representative from MSD and chair of the Restoration Task Force, presented a PowerPoint presentation on the Beargrass Creek Restoration Task Force Project. The goal of the project is to "restore the creek as a priceless urban amenity…and for the creek to become an exciting venue for learning, playing and relaxing." Partners in the project include: members of the community, MSD, state and federal government, as well as other potential partners. It is important that a member of the SRBT attend these meetings, as this project can serve as a model for other communities in the basin facing the same water quality issues. These meetings also provide opportunities to make contact with individuals in other agencies and venues for continued outreach in the framework process. I had the opportunity of introducing myself as a representative of the SRBT, and meeting Susan Hamilton, Urban Land Administrator for the City of Louisville. 

The Kentucky Division of Water will have a booth at the State Fair with information on the KWMF. At this time we do not know if specific information on each basin will be displayed in each booth. We hope to have more information at the next SRBT meeting. 

Next SRBT Meeting
The next SRBT meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 28, 2001, at the USGS office, 9818 Bluegrass Parkway, from 9:00 to 11:00 p.m. 

Events of Interests:
A slide presentation on Caves & Karst will be held on Friday, February 9th at 7:30 p.m. at the Central Government Center, 7201 Outer Loop. The presenter is Jim Currens, karst hydrogeologist with Kentucky Geological Survey and is an avid "caver". The public is cordially invited to attend this exciting color slide presentation and discussion. A question and answer period will follow. A karst area is where soil is underlain by limestone and is characterized by sinkholes, springs, and caverns. The Floyds Fork Environmental Association is presenting this program. 

For more information, please call Teena Halbig 267-6883 or teena.hal@aol.com
 

The Kentucky Institute for the Environment 

and Sustainable Development
is please to present
Elaine Andrews
President, The North American Association for Environmental Education
and
Environmental Education Specialist University of Wisconsin Extension Service
 

Top Ten Lessons for Public Education about Watersheds
February 21, 2000
4:30 pm – Seminar
5:30 -- Wine and Cheese Reception
Ekstrom Library
Auditorium
University of Louisville
For complete directions and parking information call 502-852-6565
  

	 

Co-sponsored by:
Riverfields
Louisville/Jefferson County 4 – H
Jefferson County Public Schools
Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service
Kentucky Waterwatch
Salt River Watershed Watch


For more information please call:
Dr. David Wicks Dr. Allan Dittmer
JCPS Center for Environmental Education U of L Center for Environmental Education
3295. 502-852-0791 

dwicks1@jefferson.k12.ky.us allan@louisville.edu
 

To learn more about Ms. Andrews work:
Environmental Resources Center ---- www.uwex.edu/erc/
Give Water A Hand www.uwex.edu/erc/gwah/
North American Association for Environmental Education www.naaee.org
