Salt River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
January 23, 2002
*The Karst/Groundwater presentation was postponed.
Mercury discussion:
· -Keith Richardson handed out data on 1999 mercury contamination. 

· -Statewide mercury advisory 

· -Major sources of mercury: air deposition from coal-fired power plants, 

· -How are mercury risks being communicated to the general public? 

· -What is Health Services role in communicating the risk of mercury to the general public? 

· -Are we making special efforts to reach cultural audiences who are more dependant on fresh water fish? 

· -Are we doing a good enough job of warning/educating the general public regarding water contamination from heavy metals? 

Watershed Framework Process:
· -Review of the framework process and reviewed where we are in the cycle. 

Task Force Discussion:
1. Education: Identify types of education efforts taking place in the watershed and the groups/agencies are involved. Target education efforts. Utilize experiential learning (demonstrate practical uses). Tie education efforts to the interests of the communities. 

2. Resources: Identify the resources available to the task forces (data, agency expertise, funding opportunities, grassroots organizations, etc.) 

3. Peer Mentoring: Have members of existing task forces (Beargrass Creek, Floyds Fork, etc.) speak to members of our new task forces; serve as mentors. 

4. Community Leadership: Identify community leaders who are willing to become watershed champions. 

5. Gather and present information that is specific to each task force watershed (#of septic systems, location of drinking water sources, KPDES discharges, pollutants of concern, etc.) 

6. Identify existing water-related activities in the community (water education projects in schools, community group water-related projects…..FFA, 4-H, churches, clean-up programs, etc.) 

7. Identify products and expectations for each task force. 

8. Reach the Non-Choir: Relate water issues to the issues that communities see as important. Recruit task force members who may not normally be involved in "environmental" issues. 

9. Within the task forces, develop committees with specific tasks. 

10. Coordinate task force information/outreach with existing community events (festivals, social gatherings, school events). 

Sinking Creek
· -Identify people interested in participating on the task force. 

· Russ and Steve have a good list of folks to start with 

· Identify folks who can "open doors" for us into the community 

· Churches, teachers, boy/girl scouts, environmental groups, sportsman groups, FFA, 4-H, RC&D’s, water, solid waste, and sewer districts, county officials ,etc. 

· Identify school teachers/classes who are willing to participate on task force projects. There are several resources for teachers to implement environmental projects (RC&D, KWA, NPS 319, etc.) 

· KY Agriculture Water Quality Act: Is there an opportunity for the task force to help 

· Possibly help to negotiate bargain rates for septic installation. 

· Identify available resources to help farmers comply 

Media
· How can the media be used to get our task force message out to the public? 

· Invite the media to attend task force meetings and events. 

· Identify issues important to communities within the watershed. 

