Salt River Basin Team

USGS, Louisville

January 9, 2008

Meeting Minutes

Attendance:

Steve Gray                          Keith Richardson                              Rosetta Fackler

Greg Kuhns                        Angela Kessans

County Outreach Meetings:

Angela discussed with the group that she had decided it would be best if the team finished with the county meetings by going into the last 5 or 6 counties individually.  The counties left in the basin that have not been presented to are Marion, Casey, Mercer, Boyle, Trimble and Carroll.  

Rosetta explained that Anderson Washington, Mercer and most likely Boyle Counties will be participating in the Growth Readiness training.  This is a training designed to teach the basics of water quality and also the affects that codes and ordinances have on the environment.  It will take these counties through a review of their current codes and ordinances and help come up with some suggestions of what could be changed.  This is a four meeting process.  For more information contact Rosetta Fackler.  The next meeting for the counties involved in this training will be February 4th, 2008 in Harrodsburg. 

Because these counties will be getting the same type of basic water quality that the team taught in the outreach meetings, the members present at the team meeting decided that we would not go into these counties.  Rosetta will let the group know if Boyle agrees to participate in the trainings or not.

So, the team will now target Marion, Casey, Trimble and Carroll Counties.  Because each of these counties shares a basin, Angela will try and work with the Basin Coordinator that shares that county before the meeting is set.  Please let Angela know if you are interested in presenting in any of these counties.  Greg Kuhns said he would volunteer for all four.  Angela will send out a separate e-mail asking for volunteers.

Cox’s Creek and Road Run:

Angela explained to the group that she had been working with some folks in these two watersheds.  They are both very similar and she was contacted for very similar reasons.  The main reason she wanted to talk to the group about the watersheds is because there will most likely be things starting up in both watersheds.

Cox’s Creek:  

Angela was contacted by the Mayor of Bloomfield after the Teams visit to Nelson County.  He aid he was interested in what he could do to help his stream.  Jeffrey Schuhmann, Central Kentucky PRIDE said he was also interested in this stream, so we both went and did a driving tour of the East Fork of the Creek, this is the section the mayor is most interested in. 

Then as most of you will remember, we choose Cox’s Creek watershed as our TMDL candidate stream for the basin next year.  Not sure as to what the status is with this currently. 

Central Kentucky PRIDE also applied for funding to help with the effort on this stream.  Angela will update the group more about this in the future.

Angela wanted to talk about this to try and see if other agencies or individuals on the team wanted to participate in this watershed.  Steve Gray was very interested as was his Supervisor, he informed the group.  He also mentioned that we need to try and get some other partners involved from the beginning. 

Angela will be sure to keep the group updated.

Darby Creek, sub-watershed of Harrods in Oldham County:

This is another watershed that is working hard to get a watershed based plan developed.  KWA received a grant from DOW for developing a citizens’ guide to developing watershed based plans.  They are having the kick-off meeting for this document (invitation only) on January 29, 2008.

The Darby Creek group has been meeting and this group is preparing for a Roundtable also. For more information about what’s happening with this watershed or more about the KWA Watershed Based Plan document contact Katie Holmes, Katie@KWAlliance.org.

2008 Activities and Presentations:

Angela explained to the team that she was again trying to solicit ideas that the team members had for field trips or presentations.  The members that were in attendance mentioned the following ideas:

-Having someone from the Floyds Fork project come and present to the team what they

 have done, the process, the future plans, ways we could help.

-having the Partnership for Green Cities come and discuss with the team what they are

 doing, the process, future plans, etc.

 -Having Keith Mountain, U of L, come and talk to the team about global climate change 

 and it’s affect on water.

 -Going and visiting a distillery in the basin to learn more about their environmental 

 practices in place.

 -Maybe going back into some of the counties the team has went and presented in to 

 learn about what has changes since we have been there or what they have done to

 improve water quality, etc.  Along with this was the idea of partnering with Strand and 

 trying to see where the team might help with their initiative in Bullitt County.

 -Going to Abby of Gessamine and learning about forestry issues.  Maybe doing a small 

 presentation of sorts to some of the religious organizations.

 -Going and visiting Cox’s Creek watershed, a possible SRBT priority watershed.

 -Organizing a Water Fair.  This is where we could invite teachers and students and teach

 them various water activities, and possibly forestry or others subjects also.  It was 

mentioned that this has been done before.  It was compared to the Lake Nolin and 

Barren’s eco-meets.  The idea of Taylorsville Lake being a location was mentioned.  

Sinking Creek Update:

Angela explained to the group that she had been working on planning the first Watershed Roundtable for this watershed.  She has been working on getting maps of the watershed made by DOW, they have committed the Judge Executive to making the kick-off presentation, got KWA and the Conservation Association to help fund the dinner cost and much more.  Attached is the agenda for the Roundtable, which takes place January 15, 2008 at 6:00 Central Time at the Breckinridge County Cooperative Extension Building.

Angela also announced to the group that recently KY Fish and Wildlife choose Sinking Creek as a focus area for the state.  The goal is to improve wildlife habitat.  Several variables were looked at when they choose the watershed, sensitivity of local ecology, large projects already in place, good DCs, etc.).  For more information contact Scott Harp at Leroy.Harp@ky.gov.

Other Updates and Announcements:

-Salt River Watershed Watch Conference-Please see attachments.  Also watch for an e-mail 

announcing it.

-Living Lands Living Waters- This group is coming again to help remove invasive plants from 

sections of Beargrass Creek.  Volunteer event days are January 26, 2008 and February 23, 2008. 

For more information go to www.livinglandsandwater.org/LouisvilleRestoration/default.htm.

-Steve Gray announced that they found a very old cave system outside of the Sinking Creek 

watershed.  He has been working with University of Kentucky to determine how old the system 

is.  

-Angela showed the group an article about Hardinsburg Water Treatment Plant.  The article is 

is attached for more information. 

-Greg Kuhns also found an interesting website about Sustainable Land Development.  It’s located at http://www.sldi.org/.

Next meeting date needs to be changed.  The next Salt River Basin Team Meeting will be February 6, 2008 at 9:00am at USGS, Louisville.

Angela also mentioned the idea of moving the meeting date or location.  Those members in attendance liked the meeting day and location.  Please let Angela know if you have a conflict that is preventing you from making the SRBT meeting or if the location sometimes prevents you from coming. 

