Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Team Meeting
September 27, 2001
Winchester, US Forest Service
 

Present
Andy Dickerson
Barry Tonning
Lew Kornman
Pamla Wood
Pat Neichter
Laila Lainesch
Marty McLeese
 

Announcements
 

Andy said The Nature Conservancy has prioritized 10 ecosystem/areas in the state, and the Licking River watershed below the dam is one of them. He is spending about 1/3 of his time on the area and seeking funding for further work. They are very interested in native prairies (native warm season grasses), and canebrakes. Some landowners are earning money from seed harvesting. Andy said Kentucky once had 4 million acres of prairie.
Barry said the Bush administration supports a new Farm Bill that provides conservation payments to smaller-scale farms.
Lew reminded everyone of the SE Fish and Wildlife meeting that begins Oct 14 at the Galt House in Louisville. See the program - which includes a lot of nongame subjects – on the KY Dept of Fish & Wildlife web page.
Pamla announced that the 2000 data for the 305b water quality report is available on the web at http://www.water.ky.gov.
Laila mentioned Appalachian Clean Streams funding for acid mining cleanup. She said more applicants are needed. Applicants must be non-profit organizations [501(c)(3)] and grants are available up to $100,000. Barry said Dr. Karathanasis from UK has created demonstration projects for acid mine cleanup and the Team should ask him to look at the upper Licking. Laila will send information about the funding program to Pamla.
Laila also said that the Cookeville office of the US F&W is doing a report related to dry dams and cut-through project planned for the South Fork area. F&W will look for Indiana bat habitat and survey mussels, plus require sediment control and fish passages when creating the dry dams. They are working with KY F&W about recreational access issues, and will require restoration for riparian acres for the cut-through and dry dams sections. Pamla said she had attended an unsatisfactory public input meeting in Cynthiana on the proposals.
Pamla said Phyllis Crawford of the Cincinnati Historical Society had contacted her about a planned excursion along the Licking River in May 2002 and again, further upstream, in 2003.
Pamla also mentioned "604b," wastewater planning funds. Funds can be used to develop regional sewer organizations that could oversee onsite and cluster systems as well as sewer districts. Barry said that in at least one area, septic system maintenance is now required.
Watershed Targeting: feasibility analysis begins
Pamla said that Lee Colten (DOW) has asked the LRB Team to provide a list of targeted watersheds in November. There is no set amount of HUCs to choose, but Pamla said that the LRB will be sharing resources with the Salt, so 2 active HUCs may be more reasonable than 3 or more.
The Team reviewed lists of the 30 highest ranking HUCs, deciding in which areas it is necessary to begin public input meetings to assess feasibility. There was discussion about each of the first 15 HUCS, but that information is not repeated here. Pamla will use it in narratives and other records about the HUCs.
Counties were selected and Team members volunteered to contact specific agencies (or were volunteered, in the case of Tom Leith). A memo and a chart with details are included at the end of these notes.
Andy mentioned he is already working with Bill Roberts in Harrison County.
Lew recommended talking to Private Lands Biologists, F&W to get more information;
Barry recommended talking to Jerry Hardt in Magoffin County; Lew said not to forget local high school biology teachers
Barry also recommended the Watershed Framework staff speak to regular gatherings of health department, UK Extension, and other such personnel.
The meeting ended at noon. 

