Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Team Meeting
 

August 28, 2001
USFS Office, Winchester
Attendees:
Marc Hult, Daniel Carter Beard Environmental Center
Leila Latesch, US Fish & Wildlife
Lew Kornman, KY Fish & Wildlife
Tom Leith, Licking Valley Resource Conservation & Development
Mike Mattox, Gateway District Health Department
Marty McLeese, Rowan County, Natural Resource Conservation Service
Pat Neichter, US Army Corps of Engineers
Jon Walker, US Forest Service
Pamla Wood, Licking River Basin Coordinator, Division of Water
Clark Dorman (KWA, guest)
 

Administration
There were no comments about the notes from the March meeting.
 

Announcements
Pat said the Corps of Engineers has been working with the Nature Conservancy (TNC) along the Green River. The two organizations are exploring the impacts of dam release scenarios. TNC is also interested in the Licking River. Pamla said she and representatives from TNC, KSNature Preserves, and agricultural agencies plan to be on the LR mainstem around Nicholas County soon, after which she expects to better understand their proposals.
 

Clark Dorman recommended the Natural Resources Leadership Institute (NRLI), which is now accepting applicants for the 2001-2 study year. He and Pamla both commended the program for leadership development. Project participants meet 2 ½ days a month for 6 months. Scholarships are available.
 

Lew said that Pete Pfeiffer, Director of Fisheries for 38 years, is retiring. The job will be open: expect changes.
Marty said NRCS is especially busy working with farmers on nutrient and waste management.
 

Mike said he hopes to make a "watershed management/impervious cover" presentation to an active citizen group in Morehead. He, Pamla and Clark received materials to make such presentations from a Center for Watershed Protection workshop. Pamla said that both water quality and economic data are accumulating to support minimizing impervious cover. Mike said that frequently the local construction requirements hinder the type of development designs that are being recommended for watershed protection. (For example, parking lot requirements are frequently excessive and inflexible to shared uses.)
 

Marc said a citizen monitoring project has begun in Northern Kentucky, supported with Sierra Club grant. He has been helping, especially with the design of the monitoring program. Monitoring will be done in cooperation with the LRWW. This means that on September 8, citizens will take 40-50 samples in 3 counties. The samples will be analyzed for pathogens and wide spectrum of characterizing parameters. The NKY water district will do the analysis; Kentucky-American Water will also help.
 

Pamla showed the photos and other display materials that were created for the State Fair; these are available as needed. She said the State Fair effort produced many excellent exhibits that are also available for display: in libraries, schools, other public places.
Lew said a national fish and wildlife conference is planned for October 13 – 17, in Louisville.
 

Pamla shared an announcement for an October program called "Shaped by Water," targeted especially to rural women and merging arts and watershed management.
 

The Statewide Watershed Steering Council (WSC) is meeting in early October.
 

Tom said the Corps is conducting a public meeting at 10:30 on Thursday the 30th in Cynthiana, to report their flood study results. The options include dry dams and raising Terry Dam in Cynthiana.
 

Assessment Reports & Narratives
 

Pamla explained that Lee has been working on the assessment report, preparing a standard web page for each basin unit. She reviewed a diagram of the web page design, which is included at the end of these notes.
 

NREPC’s Office of Information Services has agreed to create "clickable maps" in ArcIMS software, and to populate the data page and other aspects of the page. Unfortunately, some of the work will not be available for months.
 

The maps will have information that can be "turned on and off." The information will be as specific as possible. For example, KPDES permit sites will be shown individually; whereas projected population growth will be shown by county. [At the meeting, I said by HUC. However, since the original data were given by county, that would be the most accurate. P.W.]
 

Ranking Data
The Team reviewed the HUC rank order and agreed to leave the weights evenly distributed (i.e., not provide weights), addressing the variable importance of factors during the targeting phase. It was noted that the "restoration" and the "overall" HUC rankings produce similar lists, and that the "protection" rankings favor drinking water protection zones.
 

Kentucky Waterways Alliance (KWA) Watershed Councils
Clark explained that a KWA-developed Watershed Council could stand alone or lay groundwork for a (Framework) Task Force. He will identify stakeholders in the selected area. He wants to involve as many local folks as possible, using the agencies as support for Councils. Clark said his work would help Teams clarify what a task force can do, what it can’t do, and what produces results. He is setting up 8 statewide: one from each basin and one Ohio River tributary.
 

Clark said the KY basin selected Eagle Creek for Council development and also as a targeted HUC. Thus, the Team expects the Council to become a Task Force. In other watersheds, Councils will remain grassroots organizations.
 

The LRB Team selected Banklick Creek for Council development; in the Ohio River category, the Team nominated Cabin Creek.
 

Award
Pamla asked if the Team wants to formally recognize contributors to the Watershed. The Team discussed potential awards for stewardship. Different categories or recipients mentioned included Businesses, schools or educational group, construction contractors, and communities. Potential names for the award were also discussed. Besides the "necessary word "watershed," the terms/phrases "Champion," "Clear flow," and "Best of the Best:" (for wall posting) were mentioned. The discussion was not conclusive. However, Pamla said it was evident that an award program would require defining the name, categories or criteria, a reward, and candidates.
 

- End of meeting -

