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Present:
Marc Hult, Beard Environmental Center and Licking River Watershed Watch
Leila Leinesch, US Fish & Wildlife
Marty McLeese, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Pat Neichter, US Army Corps of Engineers
Ron Holmburg, (guest) US Army Corps of Engineers, hydrology/hydraulics project engineer for the Cynthiana "Dry Dams" project
Pamla Wood, Division of Water
Administrative matters
There were no comments on the March notes. However, Pamla will check with Jon (about a Strodes Creek comment) before finalizing them.
Framework progress and structure
· Pamla said the two of the three top priority watersheds are meeting deadlines: the headwaters/Magoffin County effort is slower.
· Strodes Creek: An electronic copy of the Strodes Creek Watershed Plan will be sent to LRB Team members.
· Banklick Creek: Pamla will send the Abstract and first page of the Banklick Creek Watershed grant proposal (submitted more than a month ago) to Team members. The Banklick group is functioning autonomously. The next formal gathering is with the County Judge Executive and potential partners. Marc said this is one of the largest watersheds in an urban area in the state and region, and thus a model for others. He also said that the Sanitation District in the area has relatively recently acquired authority for sanitary sewers and is still unsure about authority for stormwater.
· Pat said that during the Statewide Watershed Steering Committee meeting, Lee had speculated watershed planning might enable a waterway to be removed from the TMDL (303D) list. He recommended plans be developed with the necessary components for such action.
· Marc recommended developing a formal Team structure, incorporating Pat’s point.
· Pamla reported no progress on narratives for each of the 11 digit HUCS, nor on the Basin plan (on which she expects to focus in September).
· Notes from the recent meeting of the Statewide Watershed Steering Committee (WSC) are on the web at http://www.watersheds.ky.gov. Pat said recommended Team members review the information presented at the WSC meeting about Farm Bill programs.
Corps of Engineers report (Guest presentation)
Pat Neichter and Ron Holmburg provided a lot of information about flood control activities. Their reports are described in a separate report.
Announcements/networking
· River Cities seminar/forum will focus on planning in the Ohio River Corridor around Greater Cincinnati (Friday, June 28). Saturday will see the biggest reunion of canoes at this location since the Lewis & Clark expedition.
· In September, the Ohio River Valley Ecosystem Team is meeting in Lexington or Frankfort. A field trip is planned on the Licking.
Potential topics for the next meeting:
· Ohio River – how it is handled by the Framework process.
· Issue about data going to DOW and not coming back
· TMDL status and setting priorities. Also no participation prior to EPA approval. Could hold public meetings.
· Gunpowder Creek – the first TMDL but nothing gets better, it only gets work. Either the TMDL or enforcement is at fault. New permit is the same as the old permit, so what’s the deal? New permit proposes measuring O2 once a month. Downstream it’s measured every 10 minutes. Monitoring conditions aren’t in place. Why don’t they make the NK Airport to meet the requirements that Louisville has to meet? Other options not considered. There is no plan in the TMDL, and issuing a permit for 5 years is not a plan.
· Dam removal video.
 

