Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
April 23, 2002
Attendees:
Marc Hult, Daniel Carter Beard Environmental Center
Lew Kornman, KY Fish & Wildlife
Tom Leith, Licking River Valley RC&D
Mike Mattox, Gateway District Health Department
Marty McLeese, Rowan County, Natural Resource Conservation Service
Pat Neichter, US Army Corps of Engineers
Angela Poe, Bluegrass PRIDE
Barry Tonning, Kentucky Waterways Alliance
Jon Walker, US Forest Service
Staff: Pamla Wood, Licking River Basin Coordinator, Division of Water
Administrative Matters: There were no corrections to the notes from the March meeting.
Announcements/Networking
· Fishkills: Fox Creek; Hinkston Creek. A dairy was blamed for last months' kill in Fleming Creek, but evidence was unclear. In Hinkston, heavy rainfall left no evidence.
· Pamla will see if the Paris City dump and a Paris quarry have been monitored or are on the state list of old dump sites (a local conservation officer said cited historical dumping).
· Lew again expressed concern about mud and runoff at Maxey Flats.
· Marc said Kentucky doesn't have data necessary to address priority organic pollutants, such as those above. The second monitoring cycle should include low-flow monitoring, which is designed for this.
· Pamla said a low-head dam on the Licking at Falmouth and a study of a larger Williamstown Lake have been submitted for state Clearinghouse review. She will find out more information about the approvals processes. (See Action Items, below.) The NKADD is working with the Falmouth project.
· Marc said LRWW has equipment for 2 real-time monitoring devices in the Pride area.
· Rehabilitation for PL-566 watersheds is back in the Farm Bill.
Strodes Creek
There was some discussion about poor watershed management at construction/development sites along Strodes Creek near the Team meeting site.
Bluegrass PRIDE (see also PowerPoint notes)
Angela Poe, Director, talked about BGPRIDE. Kick-off activities are July 15th or 22nd. She said the EPA funds to which BGPRIDE has access have unclear requirements, except that they are to be used for streams. BG PRIDE expects to begin a "clean-streams" type program. Also: EKY PRIDE now extends to Rowan County.
OnSite Wastewater Disposal (Decentralized) (see also PowerPoint notes)
· 40% of new construction, nationwide, has onsite treatment.
· Plumes from septic fields tend to be 50-200 feet long and flow out rather than down.
· In Kentucky, it is advisable to periodically let trenches "rest" for one year.
· A plastic septic tank is now available. These don't rust and are lightweight, enabling easier transport into remote or rough areas.
· High pressure drip lines are the best dissemination system, but still needs maintenance.
· Placing drip lines high in the soil is good for denitrification. Recirculating with sand filter also works well for denitrification.
· Remote system monitoring is feasible, and can be used over long distances.
· Kentucky's program has some strengths: a training and certification program for septic system installers; good site evaluation; and performance-based requirements. However, the state suffers from lack of statewide operation and maintenance (O&M) requirements and lack of adequate inspection and monitoring.
· Each onsite wastewater system includes instructions for maintenance, but these are almost universally ignored.
· One model for O&M for maintenance is the Pinkney Brothers [probably not the correct name] utility. Pinkney charges an ongoing fee for maintenance and owns the system. If a landowner doesn't pay the fees, Pinkney can close the valve, stopping up the wastewater.
· Web site for PowerPoint presentations and fact sheets:
www.epa.gove/owm/decent/index.htm (for the "centralized decentralized" project)
· There is a model ordinance for "alternative" installations on Kentucky's CHS web site. The ordinance requires O&M. Nine counties have already adopted or are adopting this ordinance.
http://publichealth.state.ky.us/ (for Kentucky's sample ordinance)
Discussion
· NREPC is pushing for centralized wastewater treatment and DOW is against "package plants," while nationally there is growing recognition of the need for adequate onsite systems -- recognizing that these require O&M. DOW was "burned" by ineffective package plants and lacks the authority to require maintenance, so it campaigns against them. In addition, there is disagreement over whom to hold responsible for onsite system management. The Health Departments hold homeowners responsible. O&M requirements are most easily applied to new construction and in lakes, where contamination is obvious.
· Marc reminded the group that hydrology must also be considered. Water supply comes from one location and wastewater is treated and dispersed elsewhere. This contributes to lack of recharge for some supplies and flooding in other locations.
· Barry said there had been talk of regulations requiring septic system inspections prior to hooking up to city water, but the talk ended quickly.
· There are developing technologies for determining the source of fecal coliform: ribo-typing (DNA-RNA); and antibiotic resistance of bacteria. (Barry did not mention cost.)
Sedimentation
· Barry is conducting Erosion and Sediment Control workshops, throughout the state, through May 10. He plans on producing 10-12 more workshops in the fall.
· Other states have sediment and erosion control requirements. Kentucky does not. Phase II stormwater will impact that difference.
· Lew pointed out that sedimentation has broader impacts than fecal coliform.
· The Upper Chattahoochee RiverKeeper does watershed watch and erosion-control type stuff. They train volunteers in assessment, have sample letters and create "report cards."
  

