Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
November 23, 1999
Public Library, Falmouth
Public Meeting
Team Attendees:
Kevin Flowers, Florence Regional Office, Division of Water
Marc Hult, Daniel Carter Beard Environmental Center
Lew Kornman, KY Fish & Wildlife
Tom Leith, Licking Valley Resource Conservation & Development
Susan Patton, Licking River Watershed Watch
Staff: Pamla Wood, Licking River Basin Coordinator, Division of Water
Visitors:
John Delaney, 3M
Harold Duckworth, Tass, Inc.
Doug Hines, NRCS
Bill and Holly O’Malley, Licking River Watershed Watch
Mark Jones, Florence Regional Office, Division of Water
Todd Ramsey, City of Falmouth – Water and Wastewater
Val Shields,
Jonathon Smith, Pendleton County Soil and Water Conservation District (Chair)
Overview
Tom Leith introduced the Framework Plan, and Pamla displayed maps showing data collection sites, wastewater information, and factors related to prioritization: source water protection areas; reaches of endangered Fanshell mussels species ; and nonpoint source priority areas.
Discussion
The discussion was free-ranging. I have tried to capture and organize the principle subjects. Data
· There was discussion about taking sediment soil samples while the water levels are low.
· Jonathon Smith brought up the years of Water Watch data that has been delivered to Ken Cooke. Pamla said she would investigate it before year 2000 assessments are complete.
Stream and riparian modification, stabilization, and conservation
· Tom Leith asked about stream bank stabilization; said there is more need in Falmouth. Jon said the recent stabilization efforts were only "band aids."
· Lew said that people are deepening pools in streams on their farms: digging sediment out.
· Someone mentioned 15,000 foot x 30-150 foot wildlife habitat area on Stoner Creek.
Flood control
· Bill asked what the Corps of Engineers is studying in the area. Tom said they were considering some floodwater "holes" in Bourbon County, and also some cut-through modifications.
Amnesty programs
· Jonathon Smith said that the Tire Amnesty program was good, and that we need similar programs in other areas.
Wastewater treatment/planning and zoning/agricultural waste management
· John Delaney said he was concerned about new trailers and trailer parks that lack sufficient wastewater treatment.
· Bill O’Malley said that rainstorms rinse out wetland wastewater treatment lagoons.
· Harold Duckworth said that more than 3,000 acres of integrated crop management, on private lands. Pesticides and fertilizer minimization saves expenses. Money appeals to people more than environmental health. Use the nutrients in lagoons on fields that need nitrogen and phosphorus, not those that don’t or have excess. Records show that balanced nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium make pesticides work better. Farmers are saving money; they have clients in Fleming, Harrison and Bourbon Counties.
· Doug said the trend in agriculture in the area is not negative, but positive. Many farmers are aware of best management practices, and many are using them. However, there is a negative trend caused by development and the use of evapotranspiration lagoons for on-site wastewater treatment. These work in arid areas, but Kentucky generally receives more much rainfall than evaporates away. Lagoons are not lined and are therefore designed to leak into the soil: generally fine-textured, in this area. Tennessee abandoned lagoons in karst areas. There are no geologists, as far as Kevin knew, addressing this issue. Lagoons are being installed in placed where ponds are not recommended by the NRCS. Liners would not work. This issue must be addressed at the central health department office in Frankfort.
· Marc said that the Clean Water Act does not address pits, ponds and lagoons. He said we need to clean up these and the groundwater, not add more human waste.
Local Planning and development
· Val Shields said there is need for comprehensive planning commissions. Pendleton County has a planning commission, but it is largely inactive. The County has no zoning.
· Bill O’Malley said that Harrison County has planning and zoning, but he has been unable to direct their attention to sewage issues, which are perceived to be a Health Department problem.
· Lew Kornman said that the area needs revenue, which means jobs and brings more people. Kevin Flowers said that having jobs and a decent environment are not contradictory.
Watershed program planning
· Marc Hult asked the group for ideas for the Basin Team/Watershed Initiative, and interest.
· Pamla asked what other groups or individuals should be contacted in conjunction with the Watershed Initiative in this region, and received the following suggestions: health departments; planning commission (Harrison County); agribusinesses such as Southern States; and Griffin Industries. John Delaney suggested the 109 board and Judge executives.
Pamla thanked the guests for their participation. Most of them departed at this point, and the Team reconvened for a business meeting.
