Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Nov. 11, 1999 

Next meeting set for 10:30 AM 24 January 2000, BGADD conference room
NETWORKING: Jennifer Thompson, Natural Resources Leadership Institute Program Manager; Tom Greider, Natural Resources Conservation Management chair; Chuck Rhoades, UK Forestry. We are helping them plan their NRCM Capstone Course for Spring semester 2000. Course will be "Watershed Management in the Kentucky River Basin." Approximately 25 to 30 seniors are expected to be enrolled, will serve as "consultants" researching physical and cultural factors for selected watersheds in the basin.
Basin Coordinator Nel Ruffin working with Cooperative Extension Service natural resources associate Kim Henken to define geographic "training units" for CES Master Water Educator Program now being formulated. Like Master Horticulturalists, MWEs will receive intensive substantive training over the course of several days. They must pass an examination to be certified and must then "pay" for their training by teaching the discipline to others in their home counties. MWEs may become excellent "condensation nuclei" around whom watershed stakeholder groups can form.
Headwaters visit productive. Hooked up with Will Lacy, DC for Knott Perry Letcher Counties; Lynda Rose, RC&D Coordinator in Quicksand. Good discussion with Letcher Co Judge Exec Carroll Smith; very progressive. Has introduced mandatory sewer ordinance. Water & Sewer guy Jim Tolliver, Judge Smith, and the ordinance have all survived so far!
Pilot, plane & "native guide" lined up for headwaters flight if we want it. Charles May, Perry County Extension agent, a willing (and eager!) pilot. With a couple weeks notice can rent Cessna 182 (4-seater) and fly out of Hazard. Our cost: plane rental of $90/hour. Will Lacy knows area well from air. He & Charles figure can fly the North Fork in an hour and a half or so; might be able to get North, Middle and South Forks in 3 hours if not much circling or flying up tribs.
Hydrotech workgroup Tuesday morning (9-11) in Frankfort. NHD, 1:24K pilot project for Big Sandy done; DLGs for Kentucky basin supposedly complete and soon to be available on OIS/GIS server.
AWAP technical subcommittee meeting at Ky Farm Bureau in Louisville: There were 7 of us: Rebeckah Freeman (Natural Resources Director, Kentucky Farm Bureau, Curtis Kirk (Division of Conservation), Jim Webb (DOW geologist), Glenn Mackie (Bourbon Co Ag Extension Agent), Ernest Collins (Rinse & Return program, Department of Agriculture), Ken Cooke (DOW Watershed Watch), Nel Ruffin (Basin Coordinator, Kentucky River). As the name of the subcommittee indicates, we considered technical matters: how much do we try to teach the farmer volunteers, when do we begin, what tests & grabs do they perform in what types of locations, which kits do we buy from what supplier, what lab do we use, etc. It was a productive session, with much accomplished. Rebeckah expressed appreciation and stated that our work makes her well prepared for the organizational meeting November 8
Team member Leon Smothers, KY DOW, on assessment methodology:
First in Tables 1.2 and 1.3 and on page 20, the value of flood insurance policies is not going to be a good flooding vulnerability indicator. This value is influenced by a number of factors other than vulnerability: (1) the county's participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (there are still a couple of counties that have substantial flood-prone areas, but do not participate --Letcher being one) and (2) income. I'd suggest using instead either the number of emergency flood declarations, the amount of damage (either annually or per flooding event), or the number of flooding deaths (again could be annual or per event)--or some combination thereof.  Make the contact for this category Tim Brooks.
Second, I think that dams should be included in these tables. A dam would have a number of potential impacts should it fail. It could do a lot of property damage and injure or kill people. In addition, if the dam was built to provide a water supply or some other useful function, that benefit to the community is lost. Art Clay would be our dam safety contact.
