Kentucky River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes

11 October 1999
Members attending: Alice Jones, Benjy Kinman, Don Hassall, Dwight Hitch, Gene Blair, David Gabbard, Jim Tolliver, Leon Smothers, Steve Fisher, Jim Kipp, Nel Ruffin, Lyndell Ormsbee
Next meeting: 10:30 AM Monday 15 November 1999
Bluegrass Area Development District conference room
Kentucky River Watershed Watch (KRWW) activity 

· Analysis of KRWW’s low-flow grab has been completed but results were not available in time for the October 11 meeting. Dr. Ormsbee has subsequently received the data and will present it at the next meeting November 15.
· The KRWW annual conference will be held from 8:30 am until 3:30 pm Saturday 13 November at Midway College. Basin team members were invited to attend.
Projects in the Kentucky River Basin 

LETCHER COUNTY "PEAT POTTIES"– Jim Tolliver briefed the group on Letcher County Water and Sewer District’s efforts to solve straight-pipe problems through alternative waste treatment systems. Jim has obtained approximately a half-million dollars from PRIDE and the Kentucky River Authority to fund the project. Initial efforts involve 30 houses in the Millstone community, on the North Fork of the Kentucky River. What began as a proposal for peat and has been revamped and expanded into a hybrid system of septic tanks, peat percolation and ultraviolet treatment of effluent. Other projects utilizing innovative technology are on tap but will face difficulties of topography, soils, expense of land acquisition, and sheer geographical distance.
We presume Jim survived his next adventure and will be able to give a follow-up report in November: he had to leave our meeting early in order to make it back to Letcher County in time to introduce a proposed mandatory sewer ordinance.
WOLF RUN DRY STONE MASONRY – David Gabbard, Lexington’s Urban Watershed Manager, gave a brief description on a number of projects. Efforts are underway to replace crumbling infrastructure with dry stack masonry in Wolf Run, a channelized urban stream sandwiched between lanes of a residential street. In addition to being historically accurate and visually pleasing, the stone work is expected to improve groundwater recharge and increase habitat for macroinvertebrates and other "critters."
Dave’s urban watershed activities include coordinating youth and RSVP volunteers to epoxy "Dump No Waste, Drains To ____________ [name of stream]" decals in catch basins, employing Rosgen methods to install meanders in a stream in the Breckenridge School area, and organizing a thousand volunteers to plant 35,400 seedlings in the 80-acre Cane Run reforestation project. Seedling survival rate to date is 70.8% despite the drought.
EPA COMPARISON OF BIOASSESSMENT METHODS – Nel Ruffin presented an update on the status of the Ky River Bioassessment Methods Project. Field work on algae, chlorophyll and macroinvertebrates was finished in August and the bugs are being split and sorted now. The fish crew was able to collect all 10 Kentucky River sites in September despite the drought. All data has been collected. The field forms are in and they’re working on database design. Habitat assessment presents a problem because there are so many parameters – up to 300 variables per assessment.
Monitoring Report Draft 

A second draft of text for the Monitoring Report was given to team members with a request for their input, particularly in terms of events in the early planning stages of the basin management cycle. The report has been revamped to present a description of monitoring locations and strategy rather than actual monitoring data.
The difficulty of obtaining raw monitoring data was discussed. Steve Fisher expressed concern for the capability of comparing data over time if raw data is not used. Benjy Kinman and Nel Ruffin stated they believed it likely that raw data would be available retrospectively and temporal trends could be examined after all data is transferred from ABIS to EDAS, the state’s new biological database.
Erman Caudill presented a revised set of maps and tables to be included in the Monitoring Report. Because of their length, tables will appear in conjunction with related maps in appendices rather than within text of the Report. Alice Jones expressed appreciation for the work that went into production of the many detailed maps.
Funding Efforts 

Don Hassall (Bluegrass Area Development District) handed out copies and explained a proposal for a $250,000 USEPA Sustainable Development Challenge Grant. If the grant is approved, it will support the Watershed Management Framework by helping fund community-based watershed sustainability teams within the Kentucky River basin.
The Kentucky Water Research Institute is in preliminary discussions with PRIDE for other possible funding of water quality projects in the Basin. We hope to have more information at the November meeting.
Networking 

Barry Back and the Kentucky Rural Water Association gave our poster the best table in the house for the KWRA annual conference in Bowling Green. The basin coordinator and/or basin technical liaison are now part of the Agricultural Watershed Awareness Program (AWAP) technical subcommittee, the Kentucky interagency monitoring strategy workgroup, Lexington/Fayette County water supply technical workgroup, and the Wolf Run dry stone committee. Additional contacts have been made with Farm Bureau’s natural resources director, NPS-DOW’s agricultural liaison, PRIDE and USEPA.
Prioritization Indicators 

  

Suggestions written by Leon Smothers are being incorporated into the watershed prioritization process. Dam safety will be factored in, as will dollar damage from flood events.
Work is continuing to refine designated use classifications for groundwater. At this time, designated uses are expected to be human consumption, livestock consumption, crop irrigation and industrial cooling. Groundwater sources will be categorized as providing full support, partial support or nonsupport for the designated uses.
Time and place for next meeting were set at 10:30 AM on Monday 15 November 1999 at Bluegrass Area Development District conference room. 

