Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings

Minutes

September 11, 2002

 

Location: Barren River District Health Department

1109 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42102

(270)-781-8039

Attendees: Bonnie Laflin (KF&WR), Dale Reynolds (KDOW), Judy Peteresen (KWA), Ouida Meier (WKU), Pat Neichter (US ACOE), Renee Slaughter (KDOT),

Introductions and Announcements 

· DOW is establishing advisory RBTs consisting of Frankfort staff to aid in coordination of information between Frankfort and the existing River Basin Teams. Each Branch of DOW has been asked to assign one contact person per existing RBT to serve on the Frankfort team for that basin. The Frankfort teams have no function other than being a dedicated conduit for information exchange and will not relieve or alter the existing RBTs’ duties and decision-making capacities. Names of the team members assigned to our basin will be forwarded when they become available and additional information will be provided as the evolutionary process takes shape.

· Bacon Creek Heritage Day – a request was made for volunteers to assist with presentations and training on watershed management issues and water sampling for the Heritage Day events scheduled for 10/19/02. Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Dale Reynolds or Judy Petersen.

· USDA indicated that $323 million had been released for conservation programs. $48 million was set aside for the Farmland Protection Program to protect productive farmland through the purchase of conservation easements. 24 states shared in allocation of FPP funds; KY was allotted $2,052,700. However, no funds were allocated to KY for implementation of new Wetland Reserve Program projects.

· Underutilized DOW/Non Point Source funds are available for KW9 Conservation District Environmental Grants. These funds are for demonstration and education projects related to agricultural non-point source pollution of surface or groundwater. Projects are funded up to a maximum of $7,500 or 75% of cost, which ever comes first. Example projects include, but are not limited to: dead animal program, innovative resource protection programs, integrated crop management workshop, oil collection program, pesticide container recycling, rural household chemical recycling, rural septic installation workshop, constructed wetlands, composting demonstration and utilization.

· The deadline for submitting proposals for funding from Watershed Watch to perform special projects has passed for this year.

· EPA began a 15-year holistic monitoring project of the Upper Green River in August. When the sampling plan is provided the RBT will be notified; anyone wanting a copy will need to contact Dale Reynolds.

Current Issues

· The RBT discussed the required PCB cleanup of entire length (20 miles) of Mud River, which will require the channel to be dredged and the floodplain remediated. The cleanup process will result in the destruction of aquatic and terrestrial habitat that will take years to restore, on the other hand, the PCB pollution posses some level of threat to the environment. After some discussion of the situation, and brainstorming for some alternative approaches, the team acquiesced to letting the legal battle run its course.

· Continued cooperation between the DOW and AML has resulted in the initiation of additional restoration efforts of the abandoned mined land at the Homestead Mine. The new project will be aimed at steps to reclaim the Homestead refuse pile. Rodney Pierce, Steve Hohmann and Corrine Wells pulled this together, contributing 319(h) funding. The funding is a huge chunk of money under the FFY01 Incremental Grant; part of the approved Brier Creek TMDL.

· There are two approved TMDLs for the Green and Tradewater River Basins; one for low pH due to mining (Brier Creek of Pond River in Muhlenburg County), and one for salinity, total dissolved solids, and chlorides, due to oil and gas activities (South Fork Russell Creek of Russell Creek in Green County). Twelve more (all for low pH) are under development.

· According to KY DOT, locating the proposed I-66 corridor, let alone the precise alignment, has not been budgeted yet. The state has only been involved in gathering insight from the public as to what environmental, real estate, or other problems might be encountered by the three initially proposed corridors. Anyone needing additional information should contact Jeff Moore at DOT (Bowling Green, KY).

· The status of the KY Trimodal Transpark was skipped since no one had any updates to share.

Next Meeting: October 9, 2002 

  

