Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
NOVEMBER 8, 2000
1st Floor Conference Room of Barren River District Health Department
Attendance
Patrick Neichter (COE), Chris Groves (WKU), Margi Jones (DOW), Chip Kraus (BRDHD), Terry Wilson (WKU), Dale Reynolds (DOW), Judith Petersen (KWA), Lee Colten (DOW), Stephen Kellerman (DWM), Bonny Laflin (KF&WR), Aloma Dew (Sierra Club), Sue Anne Salmon (KFTC)
Announcements
Dale Reynolds announced that there was a Watershed Watch Conference for the Lower Green & Tradewater Rivers scheduled for Nov. 11 at Brescia University in Owensboro, KY and another for the Upper Green River scheduled for Nov. 18 at the Green County High School in Greensburg, KY.
Last Minutes
The minutes from the last meeting were approved without revision.
Monitoring
The following suggestions were made for areas of concern that should be considered when monitoring strategies are formulated.
Streams
Bear Creek (Edmonson County) - compliance
Indian Camp Creek (Butler County) - compliance
Sunfish Creek (Edmonson & Grayson Counties) - compliance
S. & E. Forks of Little Barren River (Metcalf County) - preservation
Graham Springs ? near future airpark (Warren County) - preservation
Mammoth Cave endangered species (Edmonson County) - preservation
Panther Creek (Daviess County) - compliance
Other Issues
CAFOs – the team wanted to know if GPS readings had been taken for all CAFO facilities, since they felt it would be useful to map their density in various counties (i.e. Hopkins and McLean). Lee Colten said that these were in a database; he would check with Tom VanArsdall to see if this was being considered when siting monitoring locations.
Aloma Dew indicated that Panther Creek (Daviess County) suffers impacts from fecal coliform, pesticides, and acid mine drainage (AMD). Non-compliant poultry litter (which includes dead birds) is commonly applied to fields. In addition, the creek is flood-prone. She added that this is also common in Webster County.
Sue Ann Salmon expressed concern that the geologic fault systems present in the area of coverage should be mapped and its presence/risk should be highlighted in the text.
Judy Petersen expressed concern over whether or not we were doing baseline sampling in the formerly listed cold-water streams. Lee said he or Dale would check with Tom VanArsdall. (Tom told Dale that DOW is restricted by law, to monitoring samples are to be analyzed according to a stream’s current classification).
Judy Petersen reported that the Upper Green River Watershed Watch will expand its monitoring program for next year, fielding nearly 70 teams and will conduct some special studies. She stated that they will conduct more repeat sampling (i.e. 5 events per site within 30 days) for fecal coliform during its next sampling session.
Chris Groves mentioned concern over protection of the Mammoth Cave Bioreserve, especially for cave biodiversity. He mentioned that on-going sampling at two sites in Mammoth Cave were being done on Logsdon River and Hawkins River for fecal coliform, metals, and pesticides; giardia and cryptosporidium will be added. He also mentioned that Joe Mieman is sampling 12 springs monthly (for last 3 years).
Morgan Jones is sampling sites at the ferry on his Wild River segment.
Status Report
Discussion about the preparation of the basin status report ensued. Dale encouraged that the remaining unsubmitted writing assignments be completed in a timely manner.
The team agreed that special resources (i.e. karst features) should be emphasized. The team advised that the write-up being prepared by Stephen Alexander be split into two sections (Upper Green and Lower Green – Tradewater) to reflect the environmental differences. It was suggested that a picture of the TVA Paradise Power Plant and the adjacent Peabody Coal Mine be included in the Lower Green – Tradewater section of the basin status report. ???Who will take pictures???
The team confirmed that it preferred to focus on the preparation and distribution of the standard Status Report and postpone any effort to prepare a tabloid insert for newspaper distribution until the KWRRI grant is approved (sometime in the spring of 2001, at best).
Dale will re-send text from a previous status report for people to edit when preparing their sections.
Cover
The team generally liked the cover from the Cumberland/Four Rivers report. However, some suggested that the back cover could be used to include information – perhaps a fact sheet as was done on the Kentucky status report.
The team identified sources of funding for additional copies (beyond the 8,000 copies funded by DOW) of the basin status report:
1. Patrick Neichter – COE will be able to contribute to the cost of 2,000 additional copies, as a means of publicizing the work of the COE in the area.
2. Terry Wilson (WKU) will investigate a contribution of approx. $2,000 for the basin status report’s use as a teaching tool.
3. Additional sources will continue to be pursued.
NOTE: Lee Colten requested that Pat Neichter and Terry Wilson each submit a letter of commitment as soon as possible, so it can be presented to the publisher.
Lee will contact the vendor regarding use of alternative payment methods and splitting the bill.
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