Green/Tradewater River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
October 11, 2000
Barren River District Health Department
Bowling Green, KY
Attendees
· Jill Hartley, BGMU
· Greg Boettcher, BGMU
· Dale Reynolds, Division of Water
· David Bell, KDFWR
· Bonny Laflin, KDFWR
· Kayo Maddox, KY Division of Forestry
· Ouida Meier, Western KY University
· Sue Anne Salmon
· Terry Wilson, WKU
· Bob Adams, Division of Water
· Pat Neichter, US COE
· Steve Kellerman, DWM
Introductions and Announcements
Lee Colten introduced the new Division of Water employee, Dale Reynolds, who will be working out of the Bowling Green Regional Office. His primary responsibility will be facilitation of the Watershed process in the Green and Tradewater river basins. After introductions, Bob Adams suggested that all the Dept. of Environmental Protection regional offices send a representative to the Team meetings. Dale Reynolds said he would be making the rounds to all the regional offices and offer each office and each division an opportunity for a seat on the team.
Terry Wilson announced he is working on a Section 319 Nonpoint Source grant (FY 2001) education project. It will be a four-year project focusing on the Green and Tradewater basins. He will organize workshops in schools for teachers and local team members. It will establish a River Institute by creating watershed partnerships and develop education materials for the Green-Tradewater basins that could complement the work of this team and /or utilize the status report. – Dale: please verify this paragraph
Monitoring
Lee reviewed the minutes and issues raised by the Interagency Monitoring Workgroup September 28, 2000. Dale will be collecting information on "island" sampling sites and ancillary information. [A copy of these minutes is available upon request.]
The issue of coordination with Tennessee was raised. Lee said he would get a copy of the Tennessee sampling strategy so we could ensure we are not duplicating sampling efforts across the state line. Pat Neicheter offered that the US Army Corps of Engineers may be able to pick up some sampling points in the Barren River watershed. Jill Hartley said she would provide Lee an electronic copy of data and information on where, what, and when they sample. She would also make recommendations relative to sites where the Corps of Engineers assistance might be most useful, relative to their current sampling regime.
Basin Status Report
Lee presented information on the Kentucky Water Resources Research Institutes Nonpoint Source proposal to produce and publish and tabloid newspaper insert on watersheds. It will contain 16 pages, of which the content will be on watersheds, watershed issues and threats, and other pertinent information. The Water Resources Institute has offered the Green River Basin Team the opportunity to develop the content of the center four pages. The outer 12 pages will be developed and prepared by a central advisory committee and the Institute. Lee Colten will be on the committee and can provide a liaison role between Lexington meetings and the Green River basin team. About 200,000 will be printed. Some will be distributed through the Lexington Herald-Leader distribution, and some through Bowling Green and Henderson. This would provide considerably more distribution than past status reports have received. This proposal has been submitted but not yet selected for funding. Additionally, Lee offered the team the same offer that past teams have had: about $10,000 to print about 8,000 copies of the basin status report in the format as has traditionally been produced. So, the question was this: Does the team gamble and wait on the Institute to get funding, move ahead with the DOW offer, or pursue some alternate strategy? Lee proposed, and the team tentatively agreed to proceed with preparation of the status report in the fashion that other basins have used, assuming the same page count (24 pages) and printing (8,000), then reevaluate the situation and funding status of the Institute’s proposal at end of year. However, even with this approach, several argued that it would be better to proceed with the DOW publication to complement the Institute’s publication; this would help round out the set of publications from all basins; and this approach would provide a more attractive publication for fairs, schools, and mailings.
There was some discussion of alternate newspapers to distribute, Lee said that additional papers could be utilized if the group were able to raise more money. Lee asked the team to email in their votes for the top three cities for publication of the tabloid format status report. Dale will check prices.
Other considerations raised by the group were the audience and it’s literacy. Also, we should not rely soley on this publication – that additional avenues should be pursued, such as web publication [Note: All past status reports have been posted on the Watershed Management Web page following the paper publication.] Another issue was the need to do some outreach and promotion that this publication is available; alternatives included: notes on utility bills or other utility publications; television; PowerPoint presentations.
Next Lee turned the conversation to the organization and content of the status report. Each person was given and complete text version, with headers, from the Cumberland/Four Rivers status report, as a template for organizing the Green/Tradewater status report. The consensus was to strive for three "basin" sections: Tradewater, Lower Green, and Upper Green.
Lee asked for issues in each basin/region that should be address. The following list summarizes issues from this discussion:
	Tradewater
	Lower Green
	Upper Green

	acid mine drainage
	ditto all in Tradewater
	karst

	oil and gas
	PCB’s
	biodiversity

	CAFOs
	channelization
	threatened & endangered species

	Agriculture – pesticides
	burning chicken litter
	development

	wetlands
	air quality
	agriculture

	landfills
	forestry
	cattle

	KPDES discharges
	abandoned mine lands
	riparian protection/loss

	drinking water/source protection
	landfills
	spills

	 
	KPDES discharges
	straight pipes

	 
	drinking water/source protection
	landfills

	 
	 
	KPDES discharges

	 
	 
	drinking water/source protection


 The following is a tentative page count, by section:
· 1 – What is a watershed?
· 4 – Overview
· 2 – Tradewater
· 2 – Lower Green
· 2 – Upper Green
· 4 – Use support map with causes and sources tables
· 1 – How do we evaluate health of watershed?
· 2 – What an I do to help?
· 2 – For more information/bibliography/credits/etc.
· Total: 20
Other suggestions:
· Use back page, as done with the Kentucky basin report. Can use it to add facts, contacts, or other in information.
· Add teacher’s box and/or bibliography to point them to other resources and information.
· Minimize the section on the team members' names.
Assignments
All:
· All team members are to email to Dale Reynolds (dalen.reynolds@mail.state.ky.us) their votes indicating their preferences for the top three cities to which status reports should be published.
The following team members agreed to help prepare the following material for the basin status report [Names of individuals in brackets were not present but nominated as good candidates to do a particular job.]
· Dale will email appropriate sections of text (from past status report) to members that volunteered to do that section.
· [Aloma Dew – CAFO section]
· Terry Wilson – Will review and revise "What can I do to help" and "Teachers Box"/bibliography.
· [Steve Alexander – wetlands and threatened and endangered species]
· [Chris Groves and / or Dave Foster – karst and caves]
· Kayo Maddox – forests
· Dale Reynolds (DOW staff) – drinking water / wastewater 305(b) data
· Ouida Meyer – can assist with drinking water and wastewater
· [Ritchie Kessler – unique features, esp. flora and fauna – must coordinate with Alexander text]
· [Dave Harmon – on-site wastewater and straight pipes]
· [Peyton Adams – oil and gas and mining]
· Sue Anne Salmon – landfills
· All – to provide pictures and graphics as needed to support text
  

