MINUTES 

FOUR RIVERS BASIN TEAM

MARCH 25, 2004

A meeting of the Four Rivers Basin Team was held at Hancock Biological Station on March 25, 2004 at 9:30 AM.  The following were present:
Robert Wise - Four Rivers Basin Team

Don Swearingen – Atofina Chemicals

Ray Dailey – Mead/Westvaco

Lisa Rowton – Jackson Purchase R.C. &D.

Chris Miller – Dept of Agriculture

Andy Lawson – TVA

Shelly Morris – The Nature Conservancy

Grant Green – Purchase ADD

Jane Benson – MARC/Murray St. University

Buddy Petty – Agri.Chem

Mario Giazzon – The Nature Conservancy

Robert Miller – Ky. Div. of Water

Following introductions, Andy Lawson, TVA, gave a condensed presentation on the IPSI program (Integrated Pollution Source Identification) that TVA has developed. A more detailed version will be presented at another time.  This program will develop data from all the local sources, identify the problems and locations and give solutions.  However it will be up to the local users of the program to decide on the final solutions and which direction they want to go.  This is just another tool that is available to help in the decision-making process.
Mario Giazzon, with The Nature Conservancy, presented an overview of the conservancy.  They are a global, non-profit organization with a mission to observe the natural community, identify problems and try to protect bio-diversity.  The TNC works with private landowners in addition to buying some land and managing it to protect the unique features of a parcel of land. There are two TNC employees in the Four 
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Rivers Basin, one at Clinton and another at Benton.  Currently they are working on controlled burns to promote the return of native warm season grasses to replace fescue fields.  This is being done on private lands with landowner participation.  The TNC has a state office in Lexington which is an asset to Kentucky and all of its natural resource programs.
Rob Miller, Ky. Div. of Water, talked about goals and issues for the next five year cycle and presented an outline with some issues included that were from the current cycle.

After much discussion, the Basin Team members decided the number one issue is the lack of public knowledge on non-point source pollution.  The number two issue is lack of education on watersheds with the number three issue being lack of land use planning. 
The group chose public education issues as the number one area to be focused on.  Therefore, the goals for the next cycle will be to:

1)  Promote opportunities to expand public knowledge of non-point      source pollution issues.

2)  Sponsor field days in major HUC 11 watersheds in 4R Basin. Locate these strategically to accommodate target audiences.

3)  Contribute to more newspaper articles.

4)  Promote non-point source education for municipal officials 
(NEMO)

5)  Continue to pursue grants for stream restoration projects in our primary streams and others as opportunities become available.

Rob Miller stated that University of Ky. and the University of Tenn. Extension Services are teaming up to have a watershed academy aimed toward teachers.
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Ray Dailey stated that University of Louisville, Ky. pollution Prevention Center is providing guidance on pollution reduction and prevention.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert C. Wise

Coordinator

4RB Team

