Four Rivers Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
December 8, 1999
Hancock Biological Station, Aurora, KY
 

Attendees:
 

Billy F. Smith, Jr., TN Valley Authority, Golden Pond
Bob Johnson, Purchase RC&D Foundation, Mayfield
Darrel Tichenor, Marshall Co. Cooperative Ext., Benton
David White, Hancock Biological Station, Murray
Don Swearingen, Elf Atochem
Jane Benson, Murray State Univ., Murray
Kevin Murphy, Paducah McCracken County Joint Sewer District
Lee Colten, Division of Water, Frankfort
Paul Rister, Ky. Fish & Wildlife Resources, Murray
Robert Dunn, Marshall County Health Dept.
Shannon Sutton, Division of Water, Madisonville Regional Office, Madisonville
Joe Deavers and Phillip Little, Division of Water, Paducah
Bob Sneed, US Corps of Engineers, Nashville
Brian Williams, Pennyrile District Health Department
Charlie Turner, Pennyrile RC&D
Robert Wise, Jackson Purchase RC&D
Steve Alexander, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Randy Hjetland, Division of Forestry
 

Introductions and Announcements
 

Introduce Bob Wise: Lee made a point to introduce Bob Wise in his new role as a contractor to the Purchase RC&D. The Division of Water has entered into an MOA with the Purchase RC&D to provide "eyes, ears, and legs" in the Four Rivers area. Bob will be working part time out of the Mayfield office to provide logistical support to the Watershed process, meetings, etc. He will also be doing education and outreach activities, making presentations and visits at various forums in the region to raise awareness of the watershed process and foster local leadership.
 

Aquatic Biological Database:
 

The Division of Water, US Forest Service, and KY Dept. of Fish and Wildlife have completed a shared biological database. It will provide a common platform for storing aquatic biological data and common elements to capture. A licensing agreement is being drafted so that the software can be shared with any interested agency. This is important because of the heavy emphasis the agencies have given to utilizing biological data for watershed assessments. 
 

Planning:
 

The Division of Water has recently hired two new people in their Program Planning Branch. Among other duties, they will be working on two watershed-related projects. One is doing an analysis of watershed needs and funding availability. Gaps will be identified with the idea that future legislation may be sought to fill the gaps in the 2002 General Assembly. In addition, they will work on the development of a funding guide that provides information to local groups or governments seeking financial assistance to solve local watershed problems. 
 

Secondly, a Local Watershed Planning Guide will be developed. This guide will provide guidance as to the types of questions one should ask when doing local watershed planning. It will also include guidance to resources, such as funding sources, other planning processes that exist and overlap – so as to avoid duplication – a template for documenting the planning process, etc. The Kentucky Association of Counties has agreed to play a guiding role in the outreach efforts of the watershed process. In addition to their on-going role on the Statewide Watershed Steering Committee, they will run an article in their newsletter, provide a slot on the year 2000 KACo conference schedule, write a letter of support and consult with basin coordinators as they make local contacts. At this point there was a question about non-agency involvement in the watershed process.
 

Lee encouraged the team to recommend non-agency team members as there are currently none on the team. Charlie Turner asked how this process overlaps with the Farm Bureau's AWAP (Agricultural Watershed Awareness Program). Lee responded that this was an education program that Farm Bureau had initiated, targeted specifically to the agricultural community. It was very similar to the citizen-led Watershed Watch. Both play a role in raising public and landowner awareness of watershed and water quality issues. 
 

Four Rivers Watershed Watch Conference: 
· Bob Johnson provided a brief discussion of the Four Rivers Watershed Watch Conference. David Sawyer was the key note speaker and attendance was good. 

· Anyone wishing more information on the can see the web site at http://www.water.ky.gov/ watch/4.htm. 

· Joe Baust, as environmental educator form Murray, will be promoting the issues that were raised by the conference. 

Monitoring Surface Water: 
 

Lee apologized for not having the surface water quality monitoring map. He said he had gotten the latitude and longitude points from the monitoring staff just the day before and had not had time to make the map. All the sites are, however, identified and ready for review. He will make this map available on the web by emailing the URL to all team members. The team suggested sampling in two areas of concern: West Fork of Clarks River in Calloway County (at highway crossing) because of agricultural nonpoint source pollution and Bayou DeChein. Also the issue of karst topography in the Lower Cumberland was raised.
 

Groundwater: 
 

Lee then passed around a map showing the proposed groundwater quality The points were distributed randomly, by quadrangle. There were some additional questions regarding the distribution of points on the map. Lee said he would get more information about how the points were assigned. [Lee's note: In checking with Pete Goodmann, I learned that only the quadrangles that had NO existing groundwater monitoring sites were considered as candidate quads for random sampling. All the remaining quads were randomly selected from the entire basin unit, i.e. Upper and Lower Cumberland / Purchase area. "Random" does not mean "evenly distributed." 
 

When all the points were taken into consideration, i.e. the sites in the region that are a part of other monitoring networks (statewide ambient, pesticide, etc.), along with the proposed random sites, there were over 50 sites that will be monitoring in the coming year.]
 

Basin Status Report Cover:
 

Lee presented several options for covers, including Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife posters (as used by the Licking Team) and a USGS poster on water use. Other poster ideas were presented by team members. The team liked the concept of the USGS poster, but wanted something that showed the transition from headwaters to large rivers. As suggested, Lee agreed to contact Rick Hill about possibly creating an illustration for the cover.
 

Photos: Billy Smith has some pictures of pump-outs systems. These will be forwarded to Lee. Printing: Lee commented that the bids had already gone out for DOW to cover the printing of the status reports in the general format of the past examples. He estimated we would be printing in the neighborhood of 10,000 copies at less than $1.00 per copy. Billy Smith reported that the Paducah Sun would stuff material in their paper for $50/1000. The group still expressed an interest in printing more copies in tabloid newspaper-style. 
 

Don Swearingen offered to see if he could find some private money to fund printing additional copies. [Lee's note: Gateway press said they could do the status report in newspaper stock, but the cost would go up and not be covered under the existing bid.] Billy is still waiting on printing cost estimates from the Paducah Sun. Charlie Turner will check with the Hopkinsville paper. 
 

Tennessee section: Lee indicated that Tennessee would not be able to provide support in writing the Middle Cumberland section. However, Lee was able to acquire a GIS map coverage for Section 303(d)-listed waters (impaired waters) from EPA in Atlanta. This will allow us to present a basin-wide map showing where data has been collected and reported as impaired surface waterways. The Kentucky side of the map will also indicate streams that are not impaired. 
 

Organization: In light of the Tennessee information, and after some discussion of various options, the team agreed that the report would be organized as follows:
1. Introduction/overview information,  

2. Upper Cumberland section, 

3. Centerfold map of entire basin/area with tables indicating known problems (as in the Licking Report),  

4. Four Rivers section (Lower Cumberland / Purchase areas combined),  

5. What can I do?/summary section.  

Because of the change, the Four Rivers section can be six pages to accommodate the diversity of the two regions. Side bars: The suggestion was made to include a side bar on the differences in water quality in different types of areas, such as karst topography or wetlands. Someone suggested using a diagram to illustrate karst and springs. Lee will try to get someone from the DOW Groundwater Branch to prepare some text for this. 
 

Next meeting
 

The group agreed to meet on January 20th, 9:30 - 12:00. Location: Hancock Biological Center. Assignments 
 

Lee will post a draft of the surface water monitoring sites on the web; he will email the URL (web address) for all the review. 

·  Lee will check with Tom VanArsdall about concern areas, relative to proposed surface and ground water monitoring location. 

· Lee will check with Rick Hill about preparing a cover for the document. [Lee's note: since that time, I have had several emails indicating a preference for using a collage of photographs, instead of an illustration.]  

· Billy Smith will send pump-out system pictures to Lee. 

· Billy Smith will continue to try and get estimates from the Paducah Sun on printing costs. 

· Charlie Turner will try to get estimates from the Hopkinsville paper on printing costs. Don Swearingen will try to solicit funding from industries in the area to fund additional printings of the Basin Status Report. Team members are to provide comments on current draft of status report by the 17th of December. 

Lee Colten will provide next draft of text, in layout format, in time for team to review in advance of January 20th, 2000 meeting
