Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting
Minutes
NOVEMBER 16, 2000
Introductions were made of all present.

Announcements:
The year-end Watershed Watch Convention was held at Ky. Dam State Park,
November 2, 2000, with forty-three in attendance. Murray State University, TVA, and the Ky. Division of Forestry supplied tabletop exhibits. One conclusion reached at the convention was that our main problem seems, by analysis, to be fecal coliform. All the agency reports will be submitted in the spring. At that time, we will know what the final numbers are.

Jim Siress, Marshall Co. Health Dept., presented an update on the Pirates Cove and Jonathan Creek projects. He said Frankfort accepted the project and the amount of money was increased by $50,000 to do a few more systems than originally planned. Dave Harmon, Non–Point Source Section, said the project scored high at EPA and had a very good chance for funding.

Joe Primicias, Purchase ADD, presented an informative program on Water Management and Public Sewer Problems in the Western Ky. Area. He said Kentucky was the first to complete Water Resource Plans. The Purchase ADD is currently working on identifying areas without a public water supply as well as developing water management plans. He said, ideally, there should be one body and/or organization in each county to oversee all water projects. Another problem identified is that water is sent or extended into new areas/developments where there are no sewers. Local involvement should include county judges, mayors, city/county managers, water service coordinator, county health department, and local citizens. It was suggested that what needs to be done is to form a Water Management Planning Council in each county. In addition, Water Management Areas need to be established in each county and maps showing WMA boundaries, including proposed sewer extensions, developed. These WMA’s would assist in making long-range water supply plans and would encourage the merging of smaller water and wastewater systems.

Bob Wise shared the following information from Lee Colten, Frankfort Office:
· Murray State University signed a MOA with seven other agencies and universities to jointly develop an EDAS Database. Biological data will be collected and stored in a format all can share. The agencies involved are Division of Water, United States Forest Service, Ky. Fish & Wildlife, Surface Mines, Transportation Cabinet, UL, and EKU. 

· Rob Miller is working on an Action Plan Guidance Document for the State Steering Committee. 

· Facts supplied by Lee on sewage were: 

1. Sewage is the number one problem in Ky. affecting water quality. 

2. State agencies have responsibility for sewer treatment, sewage issues, and management of on-site, decentralized systems. 

3. Forty percent of homes use on-site systems, package plants, or straight pipes. 

4. Sewage is the fourth leading source of water pollution in Ky. 

5. One-half of all wells are contaminated with fecals. 

6. Streams have had contact advisories for more than a decade. 

7. Waterline extensions increase on-site system failure. 

Recent Developments: It is now required that installation of sewage treatment systems be completed prior to completion of electric hookups on new homes. This requirement was put in place as approximately 75% of previously-installed home treatment units were identified as not functioning properly.

Discussion: Reprinting of the Status Report is ongoing; plans are to have it out by spring of 2001.

There being no further business, meeting adjourned.

Next meeting will be Jan18, 2001, at the Hancock Biological Center.
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