4 Rivers Basin Team Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 01/24/2008 Meeting Time: 9:30 am

Location: MSU Hancock Biological Station
Agenda attached.

20 Attendees: Sign in sheet attached. 

Announcements:
B Johnson announced an upcoming event in Paducah:  
Greater Paducah Sustainability Project Recycling Day at Kroger on Park Ave, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Saturday, January 26.  This is a multi-partner event.  Collections include plastic, aluminum, mixed paper, and glass. 
Barry Hart discussed the TVA special project area on Guess Creek.

Hicklin brought the following publications for distribution:
KY Erosion Prevention & Sediment Control Field Guide

Riparian Restoration & Streamside Erosion Control Handbook (provided by APSU)
KY Watershed Management Framework Document
Basin Status Report  (old)
Johnson showed the Video: “Big Sandy Clean Water Starts with You”  followed by a brief discussion of the video’s quality and ease of understanding. 
Johnson presented the final version of the Mississippi Bayous Rapid Watershed Assessment.  Twelve printed copies and 8 CD copies were distributed.  More copies are needed.  There was discussion of the usage of the data and intent of the report. 

Miller reported Paulette Akers is the new head of the 319 section. 
Johnson passed out, a non-agenda item, information on Caron Credit Trading. 
Jackson Purchase Basin & Lower Cumberland River Basin Updates:  
Cane Creek- N. Hicklin reported that the final dry sampling and wet weather sampling events may not have to be conducted.  Strand & Associates are writing the WBP with the plans of presenting the draft at the next 4RBT meeting. 
Clarks River- R McCafferty reported that the sampling was complete and Strand & Associates are writing the WBP with the plans of presenting the draft at the next 4RBT meeting.
Precision Agriculture- B. Johnson reported that the project involves 39 participants in 8 counties.  This is the 3rd year of the program.  It is likely the best results will be seen with the reduction in application of nitrate and phosphate fertilizers.  In addition to decreasing NPS pollution, the program will likely help increase yields as well.      
Pleasant Grove Creek-  APSU is currently working on the draft watershed-based plan and will be submitting it to KDOW for approval.  Also, pre-TMDL monitoring by KDOW is expected to be completed soon.
Discussion/New Business:
Hicklin and Miller discussed the 2009 NPS grant cycle.  Miller stated there at this point  the grant RFP is oh hold until the 319 section catches up.  Possibly have an RFP in the fall. 

Discussion about updating the basin status report Rob Miller discussed the funding problems but thought all the data was ready and available to proceed.  He explained that data was not present when there was funding through 319 and the money went to print he Licking River report.  
4RWW 2008 sampling was discussed  the steering committee had not met so little information was available, there was talk about adding Arsenic to sampling I area where Chicken litter is spread.  Johnson announced that TVA is providing $4000 each year for next 3 years to support the Four Rivers Watershed Watch program!  Because the 4R Watershed Watch program is so successful (114 sites sampled), sampling costs average $8400 annually.  Additional support for the program is needed.
Johnson explained the 5 year strategic plan the RC&D was working on and requested input from the group as to activities and priorities the basin thought the RC&D should be pursuing. 

The groups discussed the future of the Basin Team and its outstanding success under the contractual relationship with the DOW.   Then the plans of Dow to change the position to a State employee.  The consensuses of the Basin Team was that much of the success could be attributed to the freedom and flexibility provided in the contractual relationship with the RC&D staff.  The group believes that changing the arrangement will be a detriment to the local program. 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 27th, 9:30 a.m., at Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
Submitted by: Nathan Hicklin
Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting Agenda

Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY
Thursday, January 24, 2008 at 9:30 am

Welcome
Nathan Hicklin, TNC, Basin Coordinator

Introductions
Announcements

Big Sandy Clean Water Video

Mississippi Bayous Rapid Watershed Assessment 

Jackson Purchase Basin Updates: 

Nathan Hicklin, Bob Johnson, Ryan McCafferty


Cane Creek 319(h) project



Clarks River 319(h) project
Precision Agriculture

Lower Cumberland Basin Updates:



Pleasant Grove 319(h) project


Livingston Creek
Discussion:


2008 NPS 319 grant application


Basin Status Report


5 Star Grants


RC&D Strategic Plan


Future of the Basin Team


Set meeting time & place for future basin team meetings

Closing Comments
Adjourn
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