MINUTES

FOUR RIVERS BASIN TEAM MEETING

JULY 22, 2004

A meeting of the Four Rivers Basin Team was held at the Hancock Biological Center on the above date with the following present:

Michael Johnson, Clarks River Wildlife Refuge

Jane Benson, Murray State University, MARC

Ray Dailey, MeadeWestvaco

Margo Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact

Rhonda Johnston, Jeffers Bend Environmental Center

Jim Siress, Marshall County Health Dept.

Rob Miller, Ky. Division of Water

Bob Johnson, Jackson Purchase R.C.& D 

Robert Wise, Four Rivers Basin Team

Announcements:

Margo Farnsworth stated that the Southeast Watershed Forum will have a Roundtable October 27–29, 2004 in Nashville at the Opryland Hotel.

Bob Wise shared that Pam Wood is retiring from the Ky. Division of Water. Her recognition party will be at the Ky. Watershed Roundtable in Lexington on July 27, 2004.

Ray Dailey announced there was a large tire dump on Camp Creek of Clarks River in McCracken County near Hardmoney.  He has contacted the County Solid Waste Supervisor about this.  They may use Class D felons to help with clean up.  Eventually, the tires will be disposed of during “tire amnesty days”.
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As the program continued as Margo Farnsworth, Cumberland River Compact thanked Billy Smith and TVA for introducing the Clean Marina Program.  They have two marinas on the Tennessee River and Kentucky Lake participating. 

The Cumberland Compact will apply for a grant to begin another bi-state watershed.  The program, “Building Outside the Box”,  is ongoing. There is a meeting today on a project in the Red River area on the Kentucky side.  This project is to reorganize construction plans to lessen water and silt runoff during and after construction. There is $100,000.00 for the Pleasant Grove Creek project.  The National Homebuilders Association. is supportive of this concept.  The CRC will meet with EPA about the Energy Star and Water Star programs to see what is involved with these programs as well.

Margo Farnsworth is the contact regarding the “Building Outside the Box” program in the Four Rivers area.

Jim Siress reported on the Pirates Cove Project.  He stated that pipe is being put in the ground now and the electrical is to the lift stations. They are ready to lay the mains and are putting in sewer locator lines as they go.

They had some difficulty with TVA on the right of way but the problem is solved. The project must be completed and up and running by June 2005.

Bob Johnson stated the Obion Creek Project is in the final phase of the first section of work - 6600’ of channel has been redefined.  The contractor is ready to do final grade.  There will be a workshop /field day this fall upon completion of the project.

Phase 2 will be on The Nature Preserves property and will put the stream meanders back where they were.  This is being done with 319 money and in-lieu fees.
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319 money has also been applied for for Mayfield Creek to do a public education project; perhaps a “Building Outside the Box” project.  

Also applied for is 319 money for Cane Creek of Bayou de Chein and Clarks River.  The funds will be used for a watershed base plan.

Mr. Johnson further stated we now have a Precision Agriculture grant to work with 40 farms.  Also, the MOA is in for 2003 money and the project should start this fall.

Rob Miller presented an overview of the last five year cycle which included our status report, data collected, selection of our priority streams (Clarks River, Red River, and Bayou de Chein) and work on action plans for these streams. He stated that a five-year cycle is not realistic to accomplish all the goals and that the next five-year cycle will be more difficult.

The new timeline will include a new status report by December.  As there is some new printing money, we may change the format on the centerfold map and highlight one issue on the accomplishment report. 

A monitoring plan is to be done in 2005.  A TMDL for the Four Rivers Basin will be discussed for the next section of the Watershed Plan.  Monitoring will be done next year and in 2006, we will again rank the watersheds

.

We need to identify monies available to our basin for printing and to be thinking about how the centerfold map layout could work.

Meeting adjourned at 12:00. Next meeting date to be announced.

Respectfully submitted, Robert C. Wise

