4 Rivers Basin Team Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 02/02/07

Meeting Time: 10:30 am

Location: Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY

16 Attendees: Sign in sheet attached. 

Agenda attached.

Announcements:
· The fourth and final, free, Erosion Protection and Sediment Control for Construction Site workshops for 2007 will be held in Ashland Feb. 5th.  The three prior workshops were held in Elizabethtown, Hopkinsville, and Henderson. 

· On March 30th & 31st Austin Peay State University will host the 12th Symposium on the Natural History of Lower Tennessee and Cumberland River Valleys, “Habitat Fragmentation: Ecological Implications for Management” and other topics in Zoology, Botany, & Environmental Education.   Location is at LBL’s Brandon Spring Group Camp.  More info is available at www. apsu.edu

· Draft version of the 2006 Integrated Report to Congress is available.  The IR combines the 303(d) and 305(b) reports.
Jackson Purchase Basin Update:
Bayou de Chien- N. Hicklin reports that one or two more wet-weather sampling events are needed for the Cane Creek 319(h) project.  Other activities include a relict darter project, riparian buffer restoration, and agricultural BMPs with local farmers.

Fulton County-Hickman County Hog Farm Applications:  Miller reported that an administrative hearing is being held in Frankfort regarding hog farm permits.  At issue is whether DOW followed proper procedure in granting the permits.    

Precision Agriculture- B. Johnson reports that the 319(h) project involves 40 farmers using global positioning in their field applications.  One of the project’s goals is to determine if PA reduces ag-chemical runoff if the chemicals are applied more accurately and precisely.  The 2nd year of harvest data was just finished. 

Clarks River 319(h) project- W. Rice reported that wet weather sampling will be conducted this spring.  Two wet & 4 dry weather sampling events have been conducted thus far.  

Pirates Cove Resort- B. Johnson reported that the 319(h) project is complete and the final report has been sent to DOW.  Once DOW accepts the final report, the project will be closed.  Through TVA’s initial investigations, 170 sites in Pirate’s Cove were identified as problematic or questionable in terms of poorly functioning septic systems.  Approximately 100 sites have since connected to the cluster septic system, which utilizes 4 lift stations to move the wastewater to a lagoon.
Island Creek cleanup- Miller reported that the City of Paducah has named Pat Stephenson as project director.  About $750,000 from KY Division of Waste Management has been granted to Paducah/McCracken County to clean up Island creek between 7th-8th-9th Streets.  This is an important project to the 4 Rivers Basin Team, since Bob Wise, as Basin Coordinator was largely responsible for garnering the funding.  
Clarks River Gages- Miller reported that the watershed has only one gage and there is a strong need for additional gages.  USGS is willing to discuss a trade for the O&M annual costs for two gages in the Clarks River watershed, in exchange for office & warehouse space for the USGS Paducah staff.   Bob Jost volunteered to continue the discussion with USGS.   

B. Jost reported that the Hazard Mitigation Committee meets at the PADD office and invites the 4RBT to become involved.  Hazard Mitigation Committee meetings are required by FEMA.   It was suggested that the basin team include floodplain coordinators.  Every county in the Jackson Purchase (except Hickman County) has a coordinator that monitors floodplain activity.  
Lower Cumberland River Basin Update:

Livingston Creek- S. Morris reported on a variety of activities in the watershed, including a cattle fencing project, working with a hog farm that is being impacted by a transportation project, and working with USFWS on a private stewardship grant.  

Pleasant Grove Creek- J. Miller reported that the initial local PGC meeting held last month in Adairville was a successful venture marked by a diverse group of interested individuals and organizations.  Progress in the watershed will continue via Adairville School as the local point of contact, APSU’s on-going 319(h) PGC project, CRC’s BOB project, the Logan County NRCS office, the local officials’ community planning efforts, & a potential grant project by WKU-CWRS & RRWA.  
Discussion:
· Selection of Watersheds for 2008 NPS Pollution Control 319 (h) Grant
There were a number of creeks and projects that were discussed for possible selection.  Creeks included Obion Creek, Elk Fork Creek, Camp Creek, Bear Creek, Livingston Creek, Casey Creek and a large-diameter well capping project.  After much discussion, it was unanimously agreed that Obion Creek and Livingston Creek be selected for NPS Pollution Control 319(h) grant applications.  

· A motion was made by Dailey to add Obion Creek to the 4 Rivers Priority watershed list.  The motion was seconded by Tapp and passed by unanimous vote.  

· Jost indicated that homeland security funds might be available for the well-capping project because of the potential for introducing deliberate, widespread contamination.  

· Tapp suggested tying well capping with water line grant money.  For example, when sewage or water lines are laid, the old 24” diameter wells would be capped in the process.  

· B. Johnson indicated that he would likely submit the large diameter well capping project for 319 funding. 

· It was decided that the 4 Rivers Basin team will meet on the 1st Thursday of even months at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting dates for 2007 are as follows:

April 5th, June 7th, August 2nd, October 4th, December 6th
Meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.
Minutes submitted by Janet Miller, 02/19/2007

Four Rivers Basin Team Meeting Agenda

Hancock Biological Station, Murray, KY
Friday, February 2, 2007 at 10:30 am

Welcome
Introductions
Announcements

Jackson Purchase Basin Updates: 

Nathan Hicklin, Bob Johnson, Will Rice, Janet Miller:


Cane Creek 319(h) project

Administrative hearings - hog farm applications
Precision Agriculture

Pirates Cove 319(h) project


Clarks River 319(h) project


Island Creek Cleanup

Lower Cumberland Basin Updates:


Janet Miller, Shelly Morris:


Pleasant Grove 319(h) project


Livingston Creek
Discussion:


Selection of watersheds for 2008 NPS grant application


Set meeting time & place for future basin team meetings

Closing Comments
Adjourn
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