Codes and Attributes for

305(b) Use Support GIS Data

What are codes and attributes?
305(b) Use Support Codes – An explanation
Source Codes
Cause (Pollutant) Codes
What are codes and attributes?  In a Geographic Information System (GIS), you can view different types of “mapping” information, laid one upon the other, much as you might lay various transparencies one upon the other.  In a GIS, these “transparencies” are called themes (or layers, maps, or data sets – depending upon what you call them).  A GIS also provides the ability to see additional information about the themes.  For example, a theme might show shapes, or polygons, indicating the location of the county lines; another theme might show points for each of the permitted discharges.  Using the “Identify” button on the GIS software, you can then click on one of the features to see more information, or “attributes” about it.  Clicking on a county might produce a table of information, including the size of the county in square miles, the name of the county seat, the area development district that this county belongs to, etc.  Clicking on the discharger might indicate the name of the facility, the size of the discharge, and other information.  Since the information for each theme is usually stored in a database, some of the data is coded, requiring that you know what the codes stand for in order to understand the information.

305(b) Use Support Codes:  While some GIS theme presented as shapes or points, the 305(b) use support data is presented as line segments.  These Support data show various segments of streams and lakes as either red (no support), yellow (partial support), or green (fully supports); if you click on the “Identify” button on the Watershed Viewer, then click on a particular red, yellow, or green stream segment, you will see a set of attributes (or row(s) of information as a table) below the on-line map.  

The tables below are intended to explain the various codes in this theme.  The table for Source Codes explains codes related to the sources of the pollutants; that is, where the impairment is likely to be coming from.  The table for the Cause Codes explains codes related to the pollutants or contaminants observed in the impaired waterbody.  Codes that are bold are considered higher-level category codes and are used when specific types of sources may not be known.  Codes indented under the bold codes may be used when more specificity is needed to represent the source or pollutant type.

More assistance:

· For more assistance in interpreting this information you can contact the Division of Water’s Watershed Management Branch. 

· Back to “What is the condition of your stream or lake?”

· Link to Watershed Viewer – an on-line GIS mapping tool

Source Codes
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Cause (Pollutant) Codes
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