
 
What is a permit?  
 
The Division of Water regulates a variety of activities that can 
result in impacts to Kentucky’s waters. This  includes waste-
water discharges, construction, storm water controls, water 
withdrawal and stream and wetlands mitigation.  

Persons wishing to engage in activities that generate byprod-
ucts (such as water pollutants or waste) which may cause 
pollution of water on the surface or in the ground, may first 
need to obtain a permit from the Division of Water. Each per-
mit provides permission to operate but also limits (to the ex-
tent practicable, technically and legally) the amount of pollut-
ants that can legally be emitted or discharged while engaging 
in the activity. 

The DOW watches permit holders  to ensure they are in com-
pliance with the permit requirements. This is accomplished by 
records review, on-site  inspections and permit renewal. 

When permit conditions are violated or nonexistent, DOW 
undertakes enforcement action. The action may include a 
warning of noncompliance, a notice of violation or the levying 
of fines. Criminal action may also result. 

What is a General Permit? 
General permits are “one size fits all” types of permits that 
significantly restrict the manner in which a specific type of 
regulated activity may be carried out. The term “general” is 
commonly used in the National Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System. 

General permits are best suited for the regulation of numer-
ous, very similar and generally smaller facilities and sources 
that have low levels of emissions and discharges. 

Because there are so many sources or facilities involved 
statewide in the types of activities allowable under a general 
permit,  the Division of Water can save staff time and state 
resources by using them. Furthermore, general permits allow 
both the division and the public to focus their time and energy 
on those facilities and sources that have a greater potential 
environmental impact. 

What is an Individual Permit? 
Individual environmental permits are those permits issued on 
a case-by-case, facility- (or factory-) specific, basis. Individual 
permits usually are most appropriate for the regulation of 
large or complex facilities and sources with a potential for 
significant environmental impact. 

 
What permits are issued by the Division of 
Water? 
• Wastewater Discharge  —  If wastewater is discharged 

into a municipal system, the company may need to meet 
pretreatment limits set by the local authority accepting the 
wastewater and obtain approvals or permits from that author-
ity prior to discharging. If the facility will be  discharging di-
rectly into a water body in the state, a Kentucky Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (KPDES) permit is required. A 
wastewater construction permit is also required for sanitary 
treatment facilities. Facilities that wish to install a septic sys-
tem must work with the local health department for septic 
system approval. 

• Storm water Discharges — At least two days prior to con-
struction on a site that will disturb  one or more acres, a No-
tice of Intent form must be submitted to DOW. Certain indus-
trial facilities must submit an application for a storm water 
permit. Many new facilities are eligible for a general permit, 
although it is not applicable if the storm  water is also process 
water. If a facility is located within a political boundary that 
has a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), there 
may be additional requirements per local ordinances. 

• Groundwater Protection — A groundwater protection plan 
must be maintained at the facility if the facility handles pesti-
cides, hazardous or solid wastes, bulk quantities of raw mate-
rial and other potentially polluting substances. General 
groundwater protection plans are available for some types of 
facilities. 

• Floodplain and Wetlands — A DOW Floodplain Construc-
tion Permit is required prior to the construction, reconstruction 
and relocation or improvement of any dam, embankment, 
levee,  dike, bridge, fill or other obstruction across or along 
any stream or in its floodway. A permit is also required to fill 
any area with earth, debris or any other material; raise the 
level of any area in a manner, place a building, barrier or ob-
struction of any sort on any area located adjacent to a river or 
stream, or in the floodway of the stream, so that such altera-
tion would affect the flow of water. 

• Water Quality Certification — Projects that involve the 
discharge of dredged or fill materials into waters of the United 
States, including wetlands, are regulated by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers under Clean Water Act Section 404 and 
require Section 401 certification. Examples of activities that 
may require these certifications are stream relocations, road 
crossings, stream bank protection, construction of boat 
ramps, placing fill, grading, dredging, ditching, mechanically 
clearing a wetland, building in a wetland, constructing a dam 
or dike and steam diversions.  
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