Watershed Steering Committee Meeting
Minutes
Classroom Building, Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources
#1 Game Farm Road, Frankfort, KY
October 18, 2002
 

Attendees
Terry Anderson, DOW
Hugh Archer, Dept for Natural Resources
Mark Ayers, US Geological Survey
Russell Barnett, KY Institute for the Environment and Sustainable Dep
Dan Becker, Tennessee Valley Authority
Bill K. Cayler, KY Coal Association
Steve Coleman, Division of Conservation
Ernest Collins, Division of Pesticides
Lee Colten, DOW
Lloyd Cress, KY Chamber of Commerce
Jerry Deaton, KY League of Cities
Jim Dinger, KY Geological Survey
Rosetta Fackler, DOW, NPS, Water Quality Branch
Steve Fisher, KY Geological Survey
Lynn Garrison, KY Fish & Wildlife Resources
Mindy Garrison, ORSANCO
Mike Gover, Letcher County Judge Executive Office
Sandy Gruzesky, DOW
David Hamilton, KY River Authority
Doug Hines, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Marc Hult, Sierra Club
Kori Jones, Farm Bureau Federation
Angela Kessans, Salt River Basin Coordinator
Laila Lienesch, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Pat Neichter, Louisville Corps of Engineers
Judy Petersen, KY Waterways Alliance
Dale Reynolds, DOW, Green/Tradewater River Basin Coordinator
Bruce Scott, DOW, KPDES Branch
Margaret Shanks, Dept for Environmental Protection
Tony Sholar, KY Chamber of Commerce
Julie Smoak, DOW, Water Quality Branch
Ronald Van Stockum, KY League of Cities Attorney
Jim Tolliver, Letcher County Water and Sewer
Corrine Wells, DOW, NPS, Water Quality Branch
Susan Wind, Dept. for Surface Mining & Reclamation
Bob Wise, Jackson Purchase RC&D, Four Rivers Basin Coordinator
Ted Withrow, DOW, Big/Little Sandy & Tygarts River Basin Coordinator
Pamla Wood, DOW, Licking River Basin Coordinator
Announcements
Source Water Assessment MOA with ADDs – Pamla Wood: The Division of Water has entered into a $155,000 MOA with all Area Development Districts (and KIA) to (1) edit the draft drinking water supply protection area delineations, (2) review and edit/augment the inventory of potential contaminant sources, (3) perform a susceptibility analysis and prepare narrative, and (3) meet with public water systems and others to review the analysis. All work coming out of this will be available on the web. The narrative susceptibility analysis statement will appear in consumer confidence reports to all water customers spring of 2003.
Where we are in the Watershed Management Framework – Lee Colten:
· Kentucky River Basin:
First cycle basin plan completed - however, need many more watershed-scale plans. In year one: programs should be implementing year one activities from basin plan- implementation at water level sputtering due to lack of basin coordinator. Priority Watersheds: South Elkhorn Creek, Eagle Creek, Red River, Upper North Fork Kentucky River, Harrington Lake. Lack a basin coordinator makes it difficult to keep things moving forward. A 319 grant is being targeted in the North Fork and a Watershed Initiative Grant being submitted for ~$1.4 million for wastewater solutions.
· Salt / Licking River Basin:
First cycle basin plan under development - a few plans completed for Licking; a few in development in Salt
In year five: program should be implementing year five activities from (Kentucky) basin plan - process behind; numerous changes in basin coordinator has hinder progress and continuity in Salt basin. Licking Priority Watersheds: Strodes Creek, Banklick Creek, and Licking River Headwaters Salt Priority Watersheds: Beargrass Creek, Sinking Creek, Floyds Fork, and Taylorsville Lake.
· Four Rivers /Cumberland:
305(b) assessments completed and assessment report nearly completed. In year four - process slightly behind but progressing okay.
· Green / Tradewater:
Monitoring completed - 305(b) assessments nearly completed. In year three - several good examples of watershed level activities
· Big / Little Sandy / Tygarts:
Monitoring underway. In year two - on track; too early to judge
Discussion: Lee emphasized that the next basin cycle will focus much more on TMDL develop, targeting of water quality controls, and project development, and less on process. Pat Neichter, however, stated that there is still very much a need for process. [Note: Pat provided a PowerPoint presentation recently related to targeting issues that I will link here to help better illustrate some of his thoughts.]
Salt River Basin Coordinator: Angela Kessans, formerly of the Pollution Prevention Center at UL is the new Salt Basin Coordinator.
Monitoring Subcommittee meeting: The Monitoring Subcommittee meeting is coming up. The primary objective of meeting is to lay out the strategy for the next cycle, and, in particular, the Kentucky River basin. When: November 14, 9:30, Division of Water, Ash Building, 14 Reilly Road, Frankfort, KY.
$5 million in Nonpoint source Grants – Corrine Wells: The RFP for nonpoint source grant proposals has gone out. About $0.5 million is available for watershed planning. Primary objective of grant is restoration. Priority points for proposals that implement a watershed plan. Deadline: February 14, 2003. See http://www.water.ky.gov/dow/npsguide.htm for application:] Russ Barnett: Will urban areas under a Stormwater permit be eligible? Corrine: No. On-going debate at federal level on this issue.
Kentucky Watershed Forum/Roundtable – Judy Petersen: A presentation on the Kentucky Watershed Roundtable was provided, along with a handout as background on the Southeast Watershed Forum. The idea is to invite key individuals from various sectors to discuss watershed issues and solutions – bringing expertise and resources from all the disciplines together to solve the problem. A planning committee is being convened to set the agenda, date, location, etc. Efforts will be made to "piggy-back" this meeting on other events – suggestions included WRRI annual symposium (per Jim Kipp’s offer), the NREPC annual Governor’s Conference on the Environment, or the League of Cities’ annual conference. The question was raised as to who else should be on the planning committee. Invitees include: Jerry Deaton, League of Cities; Richard Wahrer, DSMRE; Bill Caylor, Kentucky Coal Association; Juva Sizemore, Homebuilders Association of Kentucky; Mark Ayers, USGS; Jim Kipp, WRRI; Tony Scholar, Chamber of Commerce; Hugh Archer, DNR; Don Becker, TVA; Bob Bauer, Ky Forest Industries Association; Scott Martin, KACO; Vicki Pettus, KIA; Judy Petersen, KRA; Lee Colten, Division of Water; Kori Jones, Farm Bureau; someone from DOW Nonpoint Source Section.
Statewide Comprehensive Watershed Education Project (CWEP) – Jane Eller: Background was provided on the Comprehensive Watershed Education Project and funding. A Steering Committee will oversee the grant-funded project. Audience will include traditional school-aged settings and adults. Survey results indicated #1 recommendation is to increase environmental literacy. Also, new national requirements for environmental education (EE). Kentucky has an EE endorsement for teacher certification. Now, EE certification. Also, authority to raise funds with bonds. A survey of resources has been completed and is being summarized – much learned, such as there are many free available EnvironScapes out there.
Nonpoint Source Education Efforts – Rosetta Fackler: A overview of nonpoint source (NPS) educational efforts was provided as a handout. A brief description of each was provided. Many efforts are underway and many materials available for free. For more information contact Rosetta Fackler, the education coordinator for the NPS Section at 502-564-6120 or rosetta.fackler@mail.state.ky.us.
Nonpoint Source Advisory Subcommittee – Corrine Wells: The concept of a Nonpoint Source Advisory Committee was presented as a multi-agency, multi-disciplined advisory group for the NPS program. A brief history of nonpoint source program in Kentucky under the Clean Water Act was provide. The need and purpose of the subcommittee was explained as well as some history of previous advisory bodies, e.g. KWICC. The Steering Committee was asked if there was any concerns about forming a NPS subcommittee under the Watershed Steering Committee and none were expressed.
Salt and Licking Basin Plans – Lee Colten: A brief discussion of watersheds plans was provided – they basically provide the who, what, when, where, and why of actions needed at the local scale for action. However, "basin plans" have been a bit more problematic to define. An approach for addressing basin plans was presented that included the following elements: (1) Introductory matter, (2) HUC11 descriptions and mobilization category, (3) programmatic plans. This would build on the template provided in the first (Kentucky) basin, yet move it a step farther by capturing specific geographic locations for targeting efforts within each program. This location information would be cross-referenced in each HUC11 section. Thus, the audiences would be the programs and "residents" of each watershed.
Four Watershed Initiative Grants proposals: Four proposals are being submitted by November 21 for about $1 million each. Kentucky will submit 2 inter-state and 2 intra-state proposals. Proposals must be submitted by the Governor of each state.
· TN/KY Center for Living Watersheds – Lead=Cumberland River Compact
· KY/VA Tug Valley Interstate/Regional Sewer Project – Lead=Big Sandy ADD
· Strodes Creek Watershed Plan Implementation – Lead=City of Winchester
· Ky Basin/Rockhouse Creek Straight Pipe Abatement – Lead=Letcher County
Letcher County Wastewater / Straight Pipe Project – Jim Tolliver: Letcher County Water and Sewer District is co-submitting a Watershed Initiative Grant application with the Division of Water for about $1 million dollars to install a small passive-treatment, low-O&M wastewater system in Rockhouse Creek. Also, a 319 Incremental grant, in the amount of about $0.5 million will go towards hiring a full-time basin coordinator and installation of about 60 on-site wastewater systems. To get there, Letcher County is in the process of securing a new engineering firm and finalizing its 201 Facilities Plan – the only county in the state with county-wide sanitation district and plan. The county has been working for years to garner local support by getting people used to the idea that delivery of water to homes includes dealing with wastewater. This project will include numerous partnerships. They have passed local ordinances to help address rural wastewater issues and enforcement. Monthly bills will be about $20/month. Jim stated that Letcher County is willing to be the "poster child" for rural, eastern Kentucky wastewater management.
Closing Remarks:
· Hugh Archer: Arson is responsible for more nutrient runoff than all of logging.
· Marc Hult: Suggest we discuss Watershed Watch data at next meeting.
· Department for Local Government (DLG) will match PRIDE funds with state dollars, i.e. 25% DLG vs. 75% PRIDE.
Next meeting: February 6, 2003, 9:30 – 12:00 Location: TBA 

