Upper Cumberland River Basin Team
Minutes
Buck Creek Watershed, Pulaski County
April 5, 2001 / 1:00 PM
 

 

Attendees:
Mike Strunk, Buck Creek Watershed Coordinator
Steve Beam, Kentucky Fish & Wildlife Resources
Pete Rayburn, Kentucky Division of Forestry
Morgan Jones, Kentucky Division of Water
Jerry Waddle, Rockcastle River Rebirth
Joan Garrison, Kentucky Division of Water
Stan Sokolowski, Harlan County Environmental Coordinator
John Byrd, Pulaski County NRCS
Dan Bond, ASPI
Bob Jasper, Knox County NRCS
Jeff Litteral, Kentucky Division of Water
Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator

Meeting was held in Buck Creek watershed to highlight efforts that Kentucky Nature Conservancy and Pulaski County NRCS are doing to protect watershed. The Kentucky Fish & Wildlife Resources Service also has a large role in providing funding and technical assistance.
Buck Creek has over 30 species of mussels with 4 species listed as endangered. However mussel populations are on the decline, but they don’t know why. A recent meeting of various agencies and researchers identified future research needs such as sediment load analysis, riparian flora and fauna survey, stress analysis of tributaries, and bacteria sampling.

How is this relevant to the Basin Team? The Buck Creek project is an example of a collaborative effort of different agencies working together on a prioritized watershed. Many resources from different agencies are being focused into a single 11 digit HUC watershed. Landowners are being approached from a nonregulatory angle and asked to install BMP’s with cost share assistance or grant funding. This should lead to improved protection of the Buck Creek watershed. In the Upper Cumberland we hope to be able to funnel resources into watersheds that the Basin Team prioritizes in an effort to improve impaired or threatened streams. Therefore, Buck Creek can serve as model for success that we hope to emulate in other watersheds.
Mike Strunk led the tour to four sites in the watershed.
The first site was a construction site for an animal waste lagoon for a dairy operation in the Sinking Valley region of Buck Creek. The facility when completed will hold 6 months of waste and prevent runoff of dairy wastes into a nearby sinkhole. The waste can be land applied.
The second site was a gravel mining/bank erosion site on Indian Creek. Creek gravel mining is a problem in many streams in the Cumberland River Basin. The gravel is removed for use on roads and in the past has been a common practice by many county road departments. However removal of the gravel exposes the streams smooth bedrock. Water flowing over bedrock has increased velocity resulting in erosion and flooding problems.
The third site was a completed animal waste lagoon for a 170 head dairy operation. The purpose of these type of facilities is to feed animals on a concrete pad that can be scraped free of manure daily. This manure is stored in the lagoon and later land applied at a rate the land can effectively utilize. Without this facility this waste is free to runoff into streams.
The fourth site was a streambank restoration site where root wads have been used to stabilize the bank. The root wads were installed with the root angled upstream to catch the force of the current. The wad relieves the force on the bank, allows sediment to deposit, and allows vegetation to take hold.
Next Meeting
July 19th at 10 A.M. at the London Regional State Office Building
