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Minutes

Upper Cumberland River Basin Team

October 17, 2006 / 10 A.M.

London Regional State Office Building

Attendees:

Joan Garrison, Roundstone Creek Project

Jim Hays, TNC – Rockcastle River

Corrine Wells, KY Division of Water

John Eisinminger, KY Division of Water

Joyce Kiogora, Cumberland Valley ADD

Rodney Hendrickson, Cumberland Valley RC&D

John Strogan, US Forest Service - London District

Morgan Jones, KY Division of Water

John Williams, KY Fish and Wildlife 

Rob Miller, Basin Coordinator

Announcements
· London DEP office has new telephone and fax numbers: 606-330-2080 (telephone) and 330-2097 (fax).
· New Secretary for Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet is Teresa Hill.

· Mill Creek stream restoration project will restore blackside dace habitat in Stinking Creek watershed.  Implementation will begin next year.
· Dale Hollow Lake recently received a no discharge designation for effluent from houseboats.  There was discussion about which lakes in the basin are designated as discharge and no discharge lakes for houseboat sewage.  Most team members were surprised to learn that Lake Cumberland, and previously Dale Hollow Lake, were open for discharge.  In addition, The Willow Grove Marina on Dale Hollow Lake recently received recognition from the Army Corp of Engineers thru the Clean Marina Program.  There is opportunity for other marinas in the basin to receive this recognition as well.  There was discussion about the possibility of approaching marinas on Laurel Lake about the program. 
Watershed Project Updates:
· Corbin City Reservoir Watershed Implementation Plan – The Corbin project is progressing, including the development of a draft watershed plan and funding secured for implementation of the watershed plan.  In addition, an erosion control ordinance is pending approval by London City Council that will minimize erosion in a portion of the watershed.  Also, Third Rock Consultants will be presenting Growth Readiness info to the local planning and zoning commission.
· Lake Linville Source Water Protection – did not receive funding to develop a watershed plan.  The group did set up an educational booth at a local festival to educate folks about how the lake is affected by pollution.   The group will likely resubmit for funding in the next cycle
· Cromer Ridge Restoration Project – The project is currently under NEPA review.  The goal is to have the planning phase complete this year and begin implementation next year.   The Forest Service has gotten permission to place a gate to minimize access to the area.  Discussion about ATV use followed.  Several points were made about increased ATV use in Harlan County due partly to the Black Mountain ATV Park.  Morgan noted that ATV use had increased in other areas of the county including illegal use on protected areas of public land.  Rodney suggested that it would be good to see what kind of impact the Black Mountain ATV Park is having on the streams.  A field trip was suggested.
· Sinking Creek Nonpoint Source Pollution Study – data collection will continue until late winter.  Preliminary data should be available early next year.
· Big South Fork Watershed Association – group is working on both sides of state line.  Needs assistance completing grant funded obligations.
· Roundstone Creek Watershed 319 Project – Joan stated that she has several projects underway or awaiting funding.  Also stated that her project brochure is awaiting approval. 
· Wood Creek Source Water Protection – The Wood Creek Water District is attempting to purchase land around the reservoir. They are seeking partners to help pay for the efforts.  They are also working to sewer as much of the lakes watershed as possible.
· McKee Wastewater Treatment Plan – Jim has helped secure funding for a new sewer plant for the city of McKee.  The old plant is under sanctions and cannot extend lines to sewer nearby areas in need of sewer service.  He highlighted the problems of high school package plant as an example.
Planning for Future Projects
· Next FY 319 grant proposals – suggested that South Fork Watershed and Lake Linville Watershed Plan review application and resubmit.  Corrine suggested that a proposal be submitted to address the data collected for Sinking Creek.
· Basin Status Report reprint – Funding is available to complete this project once the new water quality data is available in 2007.
· Candidates for NPS monitoring in 2007 – Jim requested that the South Fork of the Rockcastle be submitted for monitoring.
Development of TMDL’s

Corrine gave a brief overview of the in’s and out’s of the KY Division of Water TMDL program.  She stated that although the TMDL reports may not help much with watershed projects there is value in subwatershed data collected thru the process.  Some TMDL’s currently under development are Renfro Creek, Roundstone Creek, Raccoon Creek and Skegg Creek.
Planning for I-66

Rob gave an overview of the I-66 Environmental Impact Study process.  He asked the team how they could work together to address the mitigation efforts associated with a possible I-66 project.
Next Meeting

To be announced.
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