Watershed Steering Committee Meeting
Minutes
Franklin County Cooperative Extension Service Building, Frankfort, KY
February 6, 2003
 

Present
Hugh Archer, DNR
Don Dott, KSNPC
Sue Ann Elliston, KRA
Rob Miller, Cumberland Basin
Angela Kessans, Salt Basin
Malissa McAallister, KRWI
Earnest Collins, Pesticides/Ag
Mark Ayers, USGS
Dale Reynolds, Green Basin
Ted Withrow, Big Sandy Basin
Laila Lienesch, USF&W
Lee Andrews, USF&W
Robert Volk, KY Forestry
Bill Sampson, KY F&W
Doug Hines, NRCS
Eric Siegel, EQC
Pat Neichter, US COE
George Gilbert, KDWM
Jim Dinger, KGS
Judy Petersen, KWA
Pamla Wood, Licking Basin
Tom VanArsdall, KDOW
Announcements 

· Judy said it is important for Kentucky that folks comment on EPA’s proposed anti-degradation rule before March 14. There is information on the KWA and DOW’s websites.
· There is a Water Environment Federation Watershed Conference on Feb 27, supported, at least in part, by Fuller Mossburger Scott & May. The Federation has supported watershed roundtable conferences. The conference will be tackling the issues of What is Watershed Management?  Is it here?  Etc.
· Kentucky’s Watershed Roundtable Forum will be Aug 19 & 20. See below for more information.
· Congress still hasn’t appropriated funds for the Watershed Initiative Grants, but expect the amount to decrease from $21 to $10 or $11 million (nationwide).  Kentucky submitted four applications.
· The ADDs are beginning to write the Source Water Assessments and Protection recommendations. The Watershed Steering Committee (WSC) should be able to see some of these at the next meeting.  Sue Ann said KRA would like to be in on the review of the SWAs for the KRB. 
· Lee said there are some regulations that reference groundwater protection zones, but none, currently, for surface water protection areas. However, McCreary County has already negotiated with Eastern Kentucky Power not to spray pesticides in a zone 1 or 2 of their protection area.  US FS has committed to not applying pesticides in any zone 1’s.
· The new Watershed Education campaign is gearing up and the team expects to “hit the airwaves” with a broad watershed education message early this summer. TVA has provided delivery material which will help immensely to get the message to local officials. Hugh said EPA has a similar program focused on Smart Growth. 
· 319(h) applications are due February 14. Competition is stiff due to effective outreach.
· Atrazine pesticide workgroup. Atrazine is undergoing interim registration eligibility. Eligibility includes targeted studies related to amphibians, frogs, etc. Agreement with Syngenta and 5 other registrants to look at atrazine through monitoring program. Thus, they will continue using it and monitoring carefully. It sets up trigger levels. Earnest will make study available as soon as the report comes out. They’ll probably be discussing this at the next pesticide workgroup table.
· Restoration funds:  Lee mention an OSM (206 and 1135 fees for in lieu) funding source.  [Note:  Ted Withrow research this and learned this fund is already committed for the coming 2-3 years.]
· In lieu fees in the amount $3 million are forthcoming for restoration.  Projects sites are needed.  Contact Bill Sampson at KDFWR for more information.
· Mike Hart (Wetlands), Jeff Hall at the Ky. Transportation Cabinet also has funding and is also looking for project sites for restoration.  One of the glitches in getting this money on the ground is easements from landowners.  Land acquisition is incidental to the restoration work.  Heritage fund has backed-up funds to purchase (Section 206).
Watershed Roundtable Forum
A planning committee with broad representation has selected August 19 and 20 for KY’s Watershed Roundtable Forum, at the Holiday Inn North in Lexington. The group had considered piggy-backing onto other meetings, but decided to make it a stand-alone event. This is an invited meeting. However, they hope WSC members will come and if anyone has suggestions for invitees, please contact Judy or Lee. 
KWA is the fiduciary agent. Funds of about $20,000 have been secured, from TVA, EPA Region IV, and Section 319 – plus a match totaling at least about $6,000.  The registration fee will be low, but Judy expects the Forum to provide scholarships, as needed, for full participation from citizens and nonprofit groups. 
The Steering Committee made additions and suggestions for Roundtable topics.  The Steering Committee took the list provided below and made Additions and comments by as shown in bold print below: 
· Forestry – Farm Bill, fires (sediment issue)
· Agriculture – including Farm Bill
· Planning – wastewater, watershed, water 
· Stormwater 
· Basic watershed education 
· Growth issues – land use mgt tools, CAFO ruling, home rule, Committee Principles 
· Mining – AML (abandoned, non-coal) 
· Stakeholder/landowner relationship 
· Drinking water protection, CCR reports – surface and ground. Include security. 
· How citizens can plug in 
· Habitat modification 
· Pesticide use and application. New “read the label” program 
· Carbon Sequestration trading program (bottomland hardwoods, etc.) 
· Landcover data, GIS data use, - landscape snapshot 
· Regulatory update 
· Funding sources 
 Potential speakers: 
· Peyton Adams has AML stories 
· George Gilbert will ask Superfund about Brownfield topics and speakers 
· Reforest the Bluegrass  - are there any results?  See Dave Gabbard.  See Dave Swank's email from California regarding praise of this effort.
· Harry Carver, Smart Growth group speaker
· Angela will talk to Henry  Duncan for Farm Bill speaker options 
· Susan Lambert – GIS 
· Terry Wilson, WKU, for basic watershed education
Kentucky River Basin Report:  Malissa McAlister, Sue Ann Elliston 
Malissa McAlister, of UK, is doing technical reports for the KRA, including a unified long-range plan for the KY River Authority (actually represents a summary of all existing plans and reports ever done for the Kentucky basin).  Historical reports and county water supply plans are being summarized.  She is also compiling a summary of Watershed Watch data. 
 KRA decided to go ahead with dam restoration, even though they don’t have funds. They’ll take ownership for Lock 6 and plan to do the rest of them. Will give more water to Lexington, but they don’t have the ability to treat more. 
There is still an application pending with EPA/319 for a KY basin coordinator – 30% of which will be in upper KY basin; funding is expected. 
Licking Basin Report:  Pamla Wood
Pam expressed concern from the Licking River Basin Team about lack of usable data for Licking and Salt since the monitoring year was a drought year. (vs. focusing on TMDL sites). 
Stormwater Phase II:  Johnny Gonzales, Division of Water
Deadline for storm water program/permit application submittals is March 10, 2003.  When he began here a few months ago many towns didn’t understand they were facing a deadline. (He’s been working on this since 1982, in California.)
What the cities are to submit includes:  Identifying target areas, their status, and how this could fit into activities and BMPs.  MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems) represent cities with conveyance systems for rainwater, which deposits water into a receiving stream or basin.
Hugh:  We need to consider impermeable surfaces.  Indiana is the future; they will be able to get information from satellite data.  There are a number of hard definitions to make at this point:  e.g. any hard surface that moves water to any degree; there are degrees of impermeable surfaces.
Lee:  Has an algorithm to derive impervious cover that he received from TVA based on a technical paper. 
Hugh: As we interpret the data, what kinds of classification do we need to put on the impermeable surfaces, i.e. the level of data detail.  We need to classify it in ways that will be useful to the programs.
Mark: What’s the role for infiltration.
Johnny:  Truly impermeable surface is the high end.  Permeable surfaces can be developed, but continue to generate runoff.  The Stormwater program rules don’t specify the degree of imperviousness that would exempt something from the program.
 See the handout.
Good idea to work with colleges, if present, as they have stormwater contributions and technical resources.
Each designated municipality has to have a permit.  They should have roles for construction; but these don’t have to be as tight as a BMP plan for each site.  These are similar to a stormwater permit going through MSD.  Phase I came first for cities larger than 100,000 (Lexington, Louisville); Phase II mirrors it except that it involves the community more.  The requirements are to identify issues and provide forum to hold city leaders accountable.  We will review the meeting records to see that they responded, and that there is representation from the community.  The Phase II is less of a one-size-fits-all  than Phase I was.
Question:  Will Ft Knox be exempt, with the new rulings?  Pat says they do it.  Answer:  There was an exemption for federal facilities under Phase I, but not for Phase II.  They will be phased in in a couple of year.  The list: targeted communities are responsible for submitting their Notice of Intents (applications) and Stormwater Mgt. Plans to obtain a permit.  If you know of resources for Stormwater funding, please let Johnny know.
Hugh: Statewide DOQQs are up-to-date and 10-meter land cover is available.
Next cycle monitoring strategy:  Tom VanArsdall 
The 305(b) Report went out to the public in the fall 2002. All past 305bs are now available on the web or on CD.
We finished sampling in the fifth basin (Big/Little Sandy) last March.  The 2002 305(b) Report focused on the Licking, Salt, Cumberland basin units.  Expect the 2004 305(b) data to include the Green and Big/Little Sandy basin units. Unfortunately, the 2004 report is due April 1 and that probably isn’t really feasible, since Tom’s just beginning assessments for the Green/Tradewater.
The first cycle monitoring strategy was to get a snapshot or general baseline of conditions of the water environment across Kentucky.  The second cycle strategy is slowly taking shape.  The first cycle identified many impaired waters.  Almost 1000 TMDLs are due over the next 10-15 years.  Rulemaking for the next TMDL rule isn’t complete.  For the first basin of the next cycle, Kentucky River Basin, we will focus resources on impaired waters and those that must be sampled.  The draft monitoring plan is under internal review, and there is an Interagency Monitoring Subcommittee meeting next week to discuss it.  We selected about 20 watersheds to focus on for TMDLs – mostly for nutrients. These are at 4th-order watershed scale.  We need to try and find the problem in the sub-watersheds.  Teams will do rapid bioassessment techniques at these sites and upstream to isolate the sources of problems.  Then we will follow up with water chemistry sampling so we can generate data for the total maximum daily load.
We have recently learned that logging areas have been mapped, including sensitive species.  Hugh offered for DOF forestry technicians to help.  Karen Shaffer is working on the protocols for the sub-sampling. 
Ambient sampling sites are continued every year in every watershed.  We will also go back to 10 large watersheds for which no water quality data was collected last time.
Probabilistic network:  A random survey for macroinvertebrates in wadable streams will be surveyed for aquatic life use support assessment; this amounts to about 50 sites / year.  This provides for an overall assessment of stream mileage meeting use. 
You are encouraged to email Tom if you want a 305b report or have comments on the monitoring strategy.  When the monitoring strategy has been approved by the interagency group, it will be put on the web.
Tom thanked agencies for their continued support and for being such excellent partners.
Salt Basin Report:  Angela Kessans 
An action plan for Beargrass Creek is being developed by and with MSD.  We hope to have a kick-off meeting and invite others outside the core group to participate by this spring.  Sinking Creek and Harrods Creek Watershed Councils will be reactivated in the coming months.  They are KWA-funded groups.  
Funds have been allocated for the upper Taylorsville Lake, GIS assessment toolkit for use for NPS, in the upper Salt basin. This will include education and outreach with various agencies.  A proposal for a Sinking Creek agricultural  nonpoint source study to assess pesticide runoff on tilled and no-till is being developed by USGS.  Also, a 104(b)3 proposal is being developed by MSD, with Kevin Ruhl, do TMDL work on Beargrass Creek.
Upper Cumberland/Four Rivers Basin Unit Report:  Rob Miller 
We have finalized the priority three watersheds.  The list and rationale are posted on the web sites at /Four_Rivers/FR%20priority%20watersheds.htm and /We are working with a consulting firm to develop a 319 grant proposal to develop an implementation plan for Laurel River.  We beginning to work on watershed implementation plans for the priority watersheds.  Four Rivers basin unit may begin that next month.  TNC will be a significant partner in the Sinking Creek (Rockcastle tributary) and Bayou de Chen watersheds.  Also working on plan development for Clark’s River, too.
KGS has recently developed a rough draft for a groundwater assessment; this is under internal review.
Green/Tradewater Basin Reports:  Dale Reynolds 
Two regionalization projects are moving forward for wastewater treatment (Bonnieville and Hartford/Beaver Dam/Central City).  Bowling Green may pilot a TN Growth Readiness program and be the first application of this curriculum in Kentucky.  This is part of the statewide Comprehensive Commonwealth Education Watershed Education Program (CCWEP) roll-out.  We will need to tailor the education materials to Kentucky.
Green River CREP – A monitoring workgroup is working to address the questions related to measuring water quality improvements from the CREP program.  E.g. How successful are the BMPs?  A USGS proposal for funding to monitor CREP-related improvements is in the works.  We are close to obtaining land on either side of the river, through the Heritage Program, and will set up permanent monitoring stations.
Big/Little Sandy Basin Unit Report:  Ted Withrow 
There was a Big Sandy Coalition meeting at Breaks Interstate Park, and three states agreed to try and get an Interstate Commission for the Big Sandy basin. We have gotten approval from OSM for VISTA volunteers, with $10,000 for each office set up.
Also another initiative – we are working with two municipal to address straight pipes issues, especially in Fallsburg and Warfield/Beauty/Lovely areas.
An application has been submitted by the Big Sandy ADD for Brownfield funding for an abandoned coal field area.
KWA is working with the RC&D to do a Open Channel Working Design workshop in October.
Next Meeting June 5, 2003 

