Watershed Steering Committee Meeting
Minutes
Franklin County Extension Office, Frankfort
June 6, 2002
 

Attendees
Hugh Archer, Dept for Natural Resources
Mark Ayers, US Geological Survey
Joe Burns, KY Rural Water Association
Steve Coleman, Division of Conservation
Ernest Collins, Division of Pesticides
Lee Colten, DOW
Steve Fisher, KY Geological Survey
Clark Dorman, Salt River Basin Coordinator
Don Dott, KY Nature Preserves
Julie Duncan, DOW
Hank Graddy, Sierra Club
David Hamilton, KY River Authority
Doug Hines, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Benjy Kinman, KY Fish & Wildlife Resources
Rita Hockensmith, DOW
Ira Linville, Dept. of Agriculture
Pat Neichter, Louisville Corps of Engineers
Steve Reeder, KY River Authority
Dale Reynolds, DOW, Green/Tradewater River Basin Coordinator
Bill Sampson, KY Fish & Wildlife Resources
Margaret Shanks, Dept for Environmental Protection
Pam Snyder, Division of Forestry
Bob Ware, DOW
Corrine Wells, DOW
Ted Withrow, DOW, Big/Little Sandy & Tygarts River Basin Coordinator
Pamla Wood, DOW, Licking River Basin Coordinator
Announcements
· Need new 319 applicants 

There is a need for more applicants for 319 funding. This does not mean there were too few applicants for the amount of money given out – it means that there is need more applicants to diversify the applicant pool and types of projects being proposed. Too many of the same people and organizations are applying over and over.
Also, 2002 proposals went to EPA last week, meaning the final submittal to release the funds. Also, 2003 applications have been received and are being compiled and sent out for review and scoring through the peer review process.
· KRA’s new role as Basin Coordinator: Greg Epp leaving – Steve Reeder 

Steve Reeder described the need for the Kentucky River Authority to resume the role as basin coordinator. This role has been contracted out to the UK Water Resource Research Institute for the past three years. Now, the Institute will continue to play a contractual role by providing technical support; however, the River Authority will be the primary point of contact for all Watershed Management Framework-related activities. Two KRA staff will be co-coordinators: David Hamilton, and engineer and with experience from the Division of Water’s Water Resources Branch, and Sue Ann Elliston, with many years experience with KRA. [You may find their contact information at /bc_contacts.htm]
· Source Water Protection – timeline of activities – Pamla Wood 

Pam provided a brief overview of upcoming milestones relative to the Safe Drinking Water Act’s deadlines and source water protection. The DOW will be contracting with the Area Development Districts this summer to have them complete review and edit of the protection area delineations and to complete the susceptibility analysis for surface water systems. The ADDs will have to complete analysis and return this to DOW by February of 2003. This information will then go back out to water systems for inclusions in their next consumer confidence reports.
· Straight pipe tour of Eastern Kentucky with EPA, last week of June 

Lee announced that several staff from EPA Region IV will be visiting Kentucky the last full week of June for a tour of the eastern counties to (1) learn more about the issues and difficulties related to straight pipes and on-site wastewater, and (2) help identify sites where they may be able to assist with technical assistance or funding.
Other announcements

· Hugh Archer mentioned that Economic Development grants will be going to the ADDs. This provides an active planning regime with an economic development theme which is currently underway through the ADDs; watershed plans should be integrated into this process. Regional transportation plans are also available for planning purposes. 

· Ernest Collins mentioned that the Department of Ag, Division of Pesticide Regulations had or was in the process of renewing it's $20,000 Monitoring MOA with DOW for pesticide monitoring. Due to the lack of personnel in the Central Laboratory, DOW had to reduce it's sample load. The renewed MOA has fewer sites and samples.  Also, the Technical Service Branch's BMP 319 Project proposal was evaluated and accepted by the NPS section and sent to Region 4 for funding. 

· Hugh Archer - see information on the Kentucky Landscape Snapshot for information on the new land cover data at KY Landscape Snapshot. 

On-site wastewater: Management issues and straight pipe enforcement
Lee provided the committee members a handout with some information on progress on enforcement and elimination of straight pipes. The sheets included numbers of discharges eliminated through various means, including PRIDE and State Revolving Loan funds from KIA. Steve Coleman mentioned that cost-share dollars from Division of Conservation may address removal of straight pipes as well, especially where PRIDE isn’t enough; about $7,500 available per county. Joe Burns mentioned that Ky. Rural Water Association is working with PRIDE to do Inflow and Infiltration studies; also providing assistance to package treatment plans.
Watershed Planning: A work in progress
Lee opened the planning portion of the agenda with a slide presentation by say how important it was to consider all existing planning that is going on in a watershed. There are various types of plans already going on and being encouraged by different agencies. The process of watershed planning is one that is evolving as (1) Kentucky gains more experience and (2) EPA and other federal agencies make clear what they expect. Proposed elements expected by the Nonpoint Source Pollution program (319) and TMDL implementation plans are presented. To get a betting understanding of everyone’s concepts of "basin" vs. "watershed" planning, Lee distributed a survey form with questions to get feedback and help provide a planning document that better meets everyone’s needs.
· What Kentucky’s Watershed Framework is doing: e.g. Strodes Creek – Pamla Wood 

Pam gave a presentation that provided a good local example from Strodes Creek, Clark and Bourbon counties, where there is strong local interest to do watershed planning. The group is very engaged and the process is moving forward. See presentation link for details.
After the presentation there was some discussion of the watershed scale. Lee explained that the HUC11 scale should not limit the scale at which watershed planning should occur – smaller scale may be more appropriate. Ira Linville noted that the proposed EPA planning elements match very closely what NRCS has been using and encouraging for some years now.
Given the TMDL proposed rule that you could by-pass the TMDL if you do the full-blown plan, it was noted that this might help leverage locals to more seriously consider doing watershed planning, i.e. do a plan voluntarily, or "get" a TMDL. It was stress, however, under all circumstances, that all the right people should be involved, early on, for watershed planning to be successful.
Agricultural Issues
· Farm Bill – Doug Hines, NRCS 

Doug Hines provided some handouts and a brief overview of the new elements of the Farm Bill. Key elements discussed at the meeting and provided by handouts may be view at:
· Farm Bill Conference Summary page: http://agriculture.senate.gov/Briefs/2001FarmBill/conframe.htm – provides nice list of programs and total dollar amount allocated, nationwide. 

· Conservation Provisions Overview: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/pdf/ConsProv.pdf – provides slightly more narrative discussion of each program. 

· Section 2301. EQIP: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/legislative/pdf/SectionbySection5-7.pdf (you have to scroll down to the section) – provides key provisions of the EQIP program. While total FY02 funding is $200 million, Kentucky is to get $2.3 million. EQIP still requires a 75:25 match. One key changes that was noted is that priority watersheds have been eliminated from the EQIP program. 

· Agricultural Water Quality Act – Representative for Steve Coleman 

Steve Coleman briefly described the elements of the Agricultural Water Quality Act by referring committee members to a handout that summarized the act.
Green River CREP
· Project Update 

Since Jay Nelson was unable to attend on short notice, Dale Reynolds provided some summary facts and figures on how the Green River CREP project is rolling out.  73 contracts have been signed, 230 contracts are pending, hope for increase in participation this fall.
· CREP Monitoring Coordinating Committee – Dale Reynolds 

Dale also described that he has gotten all the monitoring players together for a Green River CREP Monitoring Coordinating Committee. This group is providing a forum for communication and coordination of monitoring efforts and data in the project area. Because the CREP program has specific goals for achieving water quality improvements, Dale is facilitating the development of a long-term Quality Assurance Project Plan (monitoring plan) so that the project can measure and ensure it meets these project objectives. If you want more information on this, please contact Dale Reynolds
Project and grant proposal highlights – Basin Coordinators
Lee distributed a summary of projects the basin coordinators are working on. It includes information on the project name, location, funding amount and source, and project objectives. Twenty-five projects were listed.
Watershed Watch Citizen Action Plans
Hank Graddy asked for a moment at the end of the meeting to provide an update of Watershed Watch activities. He then eHeshare the planning activities of Watershed Watch. The Citizen Action Plans (CATs) are being done as individual plans, to be implemented by and with what resources the individual can carry out. CATs basically consist of information gathered through the Watershed Framework monitoring (such as individual HUC11 assessment reports), supplemented by Watershed Watch data. The citizen provides a 1-2 sentence assessment of the watershed condition, then provides a narrative of action items. To date, there are five completed plans in the Kentucky basin, but these are not yet available.
Next meeting: October 3, 2002
