Watershed Steering Committee Meeting

March 21, 2007 9:30 – 12:00

Salato Center Training Center, Frankfort, Ky
Welcome and Introductions – Peter Goodmann

Attendees: Lee Colten, Jack Couch, Andy Ernest, George Gilbert, Peter Goodmann, Jo Hargis, Kay Harker, Angela Kessans, Jim Kipp, Curtis Kirk, John McHugh, Janet Miller, Dale Reynolds, Bob Ware, John Webb, Stewart West, Al Westerman, Margi Jones, Donna Blackburn, Ted Withrow, Lajuanda Haight-Maybriar, John Eisiminger, Jim Dinger, Malissa McAlister, Amanda Abnee-Gumbert, Hugh Archer, Mark Ayers, Lisa E. Barnese-Walz, Bill Caylor
Review of Selected Focused Watersheds
A subcommittee was formed which met several times to develop the selection process and to make recommendations on Focused Watersheds for restoration.  The following five watersheds were discussed

· Clarks Run of Dix River (Kentucky River Basin)

· Dry Creek of Triplett Creek (Licking River Basin)

· Sinking Creek of Ohio River ( Salt River Basin)

· Elkhorn Creek of Levis Fork (Big Sandy River Basin)

· Cane Creek of Elkhorn Creek (Kentucky River Basin)

Review of Cane Creek Activities:  
· The Friends of Cane Run was recently established to help in the process of improving and protecting water quality and aquatic habitat in the watershed.  The Friends will work on the community level to build partnerships and identify solutions to the water quality problems in Cane Run.  Community Roundtable plans to focus on impairments which are pathogens.  Plan to do this sometime in May.
· The University of Kentucky plans on doing a watershed plan for Cane Run.

· Things are happening quickly in Cane Run.  There is a lot of interest in Cane Run.

Needs for Cane Run Creek
· Kentucky American Water granted signs to be used to make the watershed more visible.  Any input would be appreciated.

· Review and input on draft Watershed Plan

· Assistance in refining and implementing Watershed Plan.

Review of Elkhorn Creek Activities:
· Elkhorn Creek is a 303d stream impaired by pathogens and salinity/chloride.

· The Elkhorn City Area Heritage Council (ECAHC) is a citizen led non-profit with a long history of successful community involvement.  Applied for a 319(h) grant to prepare a Watershed Based Plan.  Applied in May of 2006.  Was selected for funding.  Total project budget is $625,000.  Funding has not yet been released.  As soon as funding is released, monitoring and public education phases of this project will begin.  Plan to monitor 63 sites.  Can’t move forward at this point until the money is released.  Monitoring sites will go down once they determine which creeks are impaired.
Needs for Elkhorn Creek
· Need Public Education Support

· Coordination with TMDL staff for data requirements

· 319(h) administrative technical support

Review of Clarks Run Activities:
· Tributary of the Dix River.  A Dix River Watershed Council has been formed.
· Intensive sampling has been conducted

· A town forum was held March 6, 2007 with good community participation and coverage in the local newspaper.  Andrea Zimmer with EPA was present and Lee Colten from the Kentucky Division of Water.

· High E. coli in the creek whether livestock or human.  Microbial source tracking contract is pending

· PRIDE to provide public outreach.

Needs for Clarks Run:
· BMPs for creekside stockyard, railroad and stone quarry

· More enhancement of the riparian zone

· Encouragement of farmers to adopt agricultural BMPs to minimize livestock access to creek

Review of Boiling Springs Activities:
· There has been a Council that has been working since 2001

· Produced a 20 minute watershed video

· Received EPA grant for $10,827.00 and bought 6 enviroscapes.  Will offer training to teachers.  There will be two teacher workshops.  One on Project WET and one on Project Learning Tree.

· Hoping to do a film on how to use the enviroscape.

Needs for Boiling Springs:
· Need more water quality data.

· Enforcement of straighpipes

· Help delineating watershed

· Cost Share/BMP money needed.

· Public education and outreach

· Dumping is a big problem.  No trash collection in Breckenridge.

· Pesticide work

Review of Pleasant Grove Activities:
· Mostly Agriculture. 
· Austin Peay University is working on a 319(h) grant.

· 2 community meetings have been held

Needs for Pleasant Grove:
· Agricultural Technical Assistance

· Issues with Nitrates

· Need to look at failing septic systems

· Need pathogen source reduction

Andy Ernest agreed to chair the subcommittee for Pleasant Grove

Committee Direction:

Big Picture Issues

The committee discussed onsite issues.  The committee would like to come up with an issue paper that deals with the management of onsite wastewater. They would like to attempt to come up with legislation.  The Kentucky Division of Water will involve Julie Smoak, who deals with onsite issues.  Everyone agreed that Public Health must be involved.  The committee will also work on putting together a group to work on Aquatic Habitat Protection and Restoration.  Considered rolling “Aquatic Habitat Protection and Restoration” into “Protect and Restore Riparian Areas”.  Everyone was encouraged to sign up for a subcommittee for a focused watershed.

Hugh Archer agreed to create entity to manage and hold land trusts or easements.
The Drought Mitigation Response Plan passed.  It will allow a statewide plan to be developed in the event of a serious drought.

Some NRCS offices will be closed down and they will merge with DOC offices.  This will just mean relocating.  There will be no loss of personnel.

Announcements and Next Meeting – Peter Goodmann
· Deadline for submitting a 319(h) application is May 18, 2007
· Boiling Springs Meeting, April 10, Breckenridge County Cooperative Extension Office
· The next Watershed Steering Committee Meeting will be June 19 from 9:30 am – 12:00 Noon at Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
