Salt River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2000
Attendees:
Mike Unthank, USGS/Salt River Basin Coordinator
Jim Bennett, Jefferson County Health Dept.
Allan Dittmer, University of Louisville/KIESD
Russ Barnett, University of Louisville/KIESD
Keith Richardson, Corps of Engineers
Dr. Greg Kuhns, Tree farmer/Pathologist
Aimee Downs, USGS
Pat Neitchter, Corps of Engineers
Tom Mesko, USGS
Pennie DuBarry, USGS/Asst to Coord for SRBT
Introduction
· Mike Unthank introduced Tom Mesko as the new SRBT coordinator. Mike will be doing more fieldwork so he his availability to the team would be limited. Tom will have more time to devote to the team. 

· This meeting is a transitional meeting for Tom and the team. Mike will be available to the team on an as-needed basis. 

Field Day at the Monastery, Saturday, October 7, 2000
· Aimee Downs and Greg Kuhns attended the field day at Gethsemani. Aimee gave a slide presentation of the trip. Greg was interested in the tree farming techniques used at Gethsemani since his property is similar in geology and topography. 

· Pascal Phillips, the monk who runs the Abby at Gethsemani, has a great conviction for the work he does. He believes that forests in Kentucky have to be sustainable in order for them to survive, and that as a tree farmer, "if you harvest with economics in mind, you perpetuate the forest you’ve created." 

· The group that attended the field day was a diverse group, not just environmentalists. The group looked at areas that had been impacted by logging and the best management practices put in place to address the problems. 

· In an effort to encourage interest in the SRB, Aimee passed out the State of the River Report, and other information on the SRB. 

Stream Management Workshop
· Pennie DuBarry attended the Stream Management and Watershed Urbanization workshop that was held on October 17-18, 2000, at the Seelbach Hilton Hotel, in Louisville. The workshop covered practical aspects of stream restoration as a strategy to meet concerns of individuals who address flood, habitat, water quality, biological diversity, and erosion concerns associated with urban streams. The workshop included a tour of local streams in Louisville and restoration measures taken. 

· Discussion at the SRBT meeting included the "consequences of the best laid plans," in that sometimes, problems/errors create learning opportunities. 

Assessment Report
· As a reminder, the SRBT will soon be in the assessment phase of the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework cycle. The state is currently processing the data layers. Mike and Pennie have begun meeting with local officials and stakeholders to discuss upcoming events within the framework process. 

Additional Discussion
· The SRBT should create a questionnaire similar to the one the Licking River Basin Team has prepared, and send it to local officials and stakeholders before meeting with them to discuss the framework process. 

· Lee Colton wants the SRBT to develop a video for the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework – not specific to the SRB. Pennie has a video being sent to the team that we can use as a model for the video. 

· The SRBT may be teaming with MSD on their outreach activities. More information to follow. 

· It was suggested that the SRBT ask to speak/present the framework process at Fiscal Court meetings so that Magistrates, Commissioners, and Aldermen will have an opportunity to be exposed to the framework process. 

· We are looking at 319 funding for projects within the SRB. Russ Barnett is working on acquiring non-point source funds for schools that are willing to create websites/pages for watersheds in their areas. Russ already has schools/partners who are willing to work on the project. The SRBT would serve as an advisory source for the project. 

· Oldham County teachers have an interest in environmental issues in their area; we could sponsor a teacher workshop for them. 

· The team would like to see a network of web pages for our basin. 

· The team could us the educational outreach curriculum outline for the website so that educators could receive information on several aspects within the SRB, not just water or soil/sediment issues. 

· The team could write a grant to install a kiosk along Beargrass Creek that would give real-time data of the water quality in the stream. 

· The team could also have kiosk in the mall during the holidays showing aspects of watersheds within the basin. The display could feature a computer generated question and answer program. We would have a diverse crowd of people that we would have the opportunity to educate. 

· The Kentucky River Basin Team assessment report is on their website at: http://www.edu/WaterResources/Watershed. Lee would like to have the SRBT create a web report/website similar to this one. 

· Dale Reynolds is the new Coordinator for the Upper Cumberland Basin. 

· Keith Richardson reported that the Taylorsville Lake cleanup on October 14th was very successful. 

Important Events/Meetings/Reminders
· November 14, 2000, "Tim Palmer Lecture" (see enclosure for details) 

· November 14 to 17, 2000, "Soil and Bioengineering Workshop for Erosion Control and Stream Management" (see enclosure for details) 

· November 18, 2000, "Salt River Watershed Watch 2000 Fall Conference" (brochure enclosed) 
· NO MEETING NOVEMBER 22nd. The November and December meetings will be combined into one outreach meeting on December 6th. 

· Tentative, December 6, 2000, SRBT outreach meeting to tour Oldham County package treatment plants. (Confirmation and details to follow.) 

· April 2001, canoe/field trip to Taylorsville Lake 

· August 2001, State Fair theme is "Water Resources," should the team have a booth at the event? 

· Please let Pennie know if your agency or organization has any meetings, events or programs that would be beneficial to the SRBT and she will inform other SRBT members. 

· Additionally, if there is an opportunity for the SRBT to give a presentation of the framework process to organizations in your area, please let Tom or Pennie know. 

Adjourned
