Salt River Basin Team Meeting

USGS, Louisville

November 14, 2007

Meeting Minutes

Attendance:

Mike Mudd                   Mark Ayers         Greg Kuhns

Angela Kessans             Steve Gray           Sharon Sutherland

DOW Priority List:

Angela explained to the group that DOW maintains a database of priority watersheds.  They have asked the SRBT to update this list and make sure the Team’s priorities are represented correctly.  Currently listed are Beargrass Creek, Floyds Fork and Sinking Creek.  The group that was present for the meeting discussed that the team will need to choose new watersheds to begin efforts on in the future.  This is something that will need to be revisited.  The county outreach meetings were discussed as being something the team has been focusing their efforts on for awhile and not so much on planning things like this.  The team will begin discussing priorities at the January meeting.

Sinking Creek update:

It had been decided at one of the previous team meetings that Sinking Creek would be discussed at every meeting, at least an update.  It was explained that currently all the monitoring coordinates and data that have been collected by partners in the watershed are being compiled and placed on a map.  Once this information is complied other layers will be added to the map so that source identification and the bigger picture of what’s going on in the watershed can be better examined.  

A Roundtable is also in the works for Sinking Creek Watershed.  As part of the EPA grant the Council received they are to organize a community event.  It was explained that more details will need to be worked out, but envisioned now, the event will proceed like:  

· Speaker discussing some of what’s going on in the watershed

· Open discussion and listing of issues the participants feel the county are facing

· Voting on top 3-4 issues—each person gets 2 votes (by stickers)

· Prayer and dinner

· Breakout into tables labeled with issue they are interested in most of the top 3 or 4

· Discuss a list of questions and strategies about the issues at hand

· Conclusion and thank-you

If you have any suggestions for speakers that are motivational that might be able to talk about issues rural communities like this are facing and some of the things that they are doing well please let Angela know.

Bryan Crawford, writer for the Courier Journal, was mentioned as an idea.

If you have any ideas on how to find addresses that have been converted from RR numbers to street names with address also please let Angela know.  Some ideas that have been mentioned are PVA, voter registration, post office and the web.

The idea of trying to get grant money to have a consultant come in and help the Council and team write a plan for the watershed was discussed throughout the meeting.  Nothing was decided, it was discussed that it should be discussed further after the Roundtable event and the above information is developed and looked at.  This is something to keep in mind.  They would need a project leader, that is someone to take the lead in doing this, writing the grant, thinking about the details, making sure things happen as they are supposed to, etc.  Please be thinking of ideas.

And finally the last thing that was discussed about this watershed was another grant output, 2 professional teacher workshops.  There were choices of Project Learning Tree and also Project Wet.  There was a lot of good dialogue with Sharon, the new team member that is a teacher.  She explained that Karen Kidwell, the statewide coordinator for science teachers would be a goof person to contact about getting the word out to a lot of teachers.  Angela will contact the leads that were given to her for these two programs.  

TMDL Development 2009 Opportunities:

There was a great deal of discussion about this at the meeting with those that were present.  Please watch for an upcoming e-mail that will be completely focused on the candidate stream that was chosen by those participating at the meeting.

County Outreach Meetings:

The team still needs to get in and present to Mercer, Boyle, Marion, Casey, Trimble and Carroll.  At one of the last team meetings it was discussed that combining two at a time will get them done quickly.  The reason this was discussed is because each of these counties is only slightly represented in the Salt River Basin.  Most of all of these counties lye primarily in other Basins.  The team didn’t seem to want to cancel these presentations, just that it’s a lot of effort for several counties that aren’t really in the basin to do them each individually.  Angela mentioned that she tried thinking about combining some of these and logistically we will need to change things around a great deal.  This will need to be discussed further at the next team meeting also.  It was decided that we wouldn’t get anywhere until after all the holidays are over.  This will be followed-up with in January.  Please come with some ideas.  

It was also announced that as an outcome of these meetings, a Growth Readiness pilot program is going to be implemented in Washington, Anderson and Mercer Counties.  The initial meeting date has not yet been set, but the group will be updated on the progress.  Rosetta Fackler is the point of contact on this for the Team for now.

2006 Re-obligation funded projects:

A copy of a fact sheet explaining the 2006 Re-Obligation approved projects for the 319(h) program was passed around.  The two titles were:  Cane Run and Royal Spring Watershed Based Plan Implementation Project and Lower Rock Creek Watershed Stream Restoration Project.  If you are interested in more information about these projects contact Angela.

 

2008 funded 319 projects:

Another fact sheet of sorts was passed around for the 2008 319(h) funded projects.  The project titles for those that were approved for funding are:  Geomorphic Assessment of Fine-grained Sediment Load in the Bluegrass Physiographic Region, Triplett Creek Watershed Based Plan, Hinston Creek Watershed Planning and BMP Implementation Project, Cane Run and Royal Spring Watershed Based Plan Implementation Project, TMDLs for Critical Watersheds in the Kentucky River Basin, and Kentucky Watershed Leadership Academy Program Development and Implementation.  For more information about any of these projects contact Angela.

Status Report:

It was explained that some of the other Basin Coordinators and their teams received some funding to re-write their Status Reports for their basin.  The team discussed whether or not this was something they would be interested in or not.  This was put on the backburner for at least this meeting.

Updates and articles:

-Article by USGS entitled “Parking Lot Sealcoat: A Major Source of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons in Urban and Suburban Environments was distributed.  Contact Angela for a copy of the article.

-Article and photos in the Herald News (Aug 15, 07) about the Bandy Cave clean up and tour was passed around.  The event was a great success and was covered well.  No copies of this available, but it could most likely be on the Herald News website.

-The Leo printed an article about the Clean Water Act anniversary and also water in the Metro.  This was also passed around the group.  No copies are available but again if interested it might be on Leo’s website.

-Mike Mudd announced that Charlie Roth, from the DOW Louisville Regional Office, was hired to take over as Regional Supervisor for the Louisville area.  He also announced that they were able to fill Charlie’s old position and they added an Environmental Inspector III position and Clark Dorman, the former SRB Coordinator was hired for that position.  Both individuals are interested in maintaining participation on the basin team, Angela will follow-up with them. 

 

Conclusion:

Those that were at the meeting discussed the decline in attendance that the team is experiencing at our meetings.  There have not been enough for a vote in several months.  Not having enough people present at the meetings doesn’t allow for much to be decided or thought about.  Ideas about how to re-vamp the team were discussed.  This again will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting, January 9, 2007 at 9:00 at USGS.

If you have any ideas of individuals to invite to become team members and become more active in the basin team, please let Angela know.

  

