Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
March 28, 2000
Cooperative Extension Service, Paris
April Events:
April 22 River Rally Day at Thaxton’s near Butler (Watershed Watch event)
April 27 Team meeting, Cave Run Lake. (Note: this is a Thursday)
April 29 Watershed Watch volunteer training – location is Maysville or Covington
Check out Rowan Co. students’ sampling results:
http://pros.eastky.net/mmaddox/navigate.html
Students need our answers!
Attendees:
Dave Daniels, Gateway District Health Dept
Dave Gardner, Big Sandy Area Development District
Marc Hult, Daniel Carter Beard Environmental Center.
Lew Kornman, Department for Fish and Wildlife
Tom Leith, Licking River Valley RC&D
Marty P. McCleese, NRCS, Rowan County
Mike Mattox, Gateway District Health Department
Neil Parsons, Big Sandy Area Development District
Barbara Risk, Division of Water, Frankfort Field Office
Pamla Wood, Division of Water, Basin Coordinator (staff)
Administrative matters
There were no corrections for the February notes.
Neil Parsons, who works on PRIDE and GIS matters at the Big Sandy ADD, will assist Dave G. with Licking River Team activities. Barbara Risk attended for Tom Gabbard at DOW, Frankfort field office.
Announcements
Kinniconick Creek flooded badly on February 14. 138 homes were destroyed. Lew said it still looks terrible.
There is foaming in Hinkston Creek during low streamflow. (RE Barbara)
Drinking water systems at Millersburg and Cynthiana are unable to fully remove the foam. Jack Wilson, DOW Director, has committed central office staff to help find the cause.
Pam agreed to check on the progress of Jack’s promise, and also ask Watershed Watch if volunteers would like to help.
Mercury has been found in bass throughout Kentucky’s waters. (RE Lew)
The rates are lower in catfish and crappie had none. Other states have found similar occurrences. Air transport is assumed to be the source.
There is federal funding for removal of low-level dams to improve fish mobility. (RE Lew) Fish and Wildlife has been asked to locate sites ASAP, and Lew asked if anyone knew of any. Dave said there were two at Forge Mill on Slate Creek. Barbara mentioned a dam on Peacock Road in Bourbon County. Lew mentioned Grays Branch.
The Licking River is getting new guages. (RE Pam) The Corps of Engineers has funding to install a real-time, full-range guage at McKinneysburg and expects funding for one at Licks Springs next year. They will record high, normal, and low flows.
The Four Rivers Team may newsprint/reprint their Basin Report. (RE Pam) The Courier Tribune can print 65,000 copies at $5,967 for 24 pages or $6,678 for 28 pages. Insertion in the Marshall County Extra (distribution 15,000) would cost another $525. Only half would be in color.
There’s a new area code coming for the lower end of the basin: 859 (or UKY). (RE Tom)
Networking/Reports
Preston wastewater (Dave D.)
Dave has been working with the East Kentucky Power Rural Electric Coop, Small Flows Clearinghouse (an EPA contractor in WVa) and other Health Department personnel, to explore wastewater treatment options for Preston, Kentucky. They plan to establish a second sanitation district in Bath County. East Kentucky Power would like to install and manage treatment for the area. Dave had a handout, which Pam will send to everyone who was not present.
Master Water Educator (Pamla)
The Cooperative Extension Service has developed a training program for Master Water Educators and hopes to run a pilot program in the Licking River basin unit. Educators would be volunteers and assist the Extension offices in outreach on this issue. Lew said that Fish and Wildlife has and education program for 4th and 5th graders. Pam said that Coop Ext has asked her to participate when they are ready to begin work, and she will mention the F&W program.
Fecal coliform in Oldtown Branch, Rowan County (Mike M.)
Through a Kentucky Waterways Alliance nonpoint source ("319") grant Mike secured, high school students have been sampling a stream near their school in Rowan County. They have found fecal coliform counts of 300-1300. Pam said that DOW field staff has agreed to follow up sampling. Mike asked members to please visit the web site, especially to answer students’ questions.
Maxie Flats
There have been some spills at Maxie Flat, where contractors are making concrete out of tritium-polluted soils.
Watershed Management Framework handout
At the January meeting, Marc had suggested reworking a Framework overview handout. Tom and Pam had done some editing. It was agreed that the major points should be what watershed is, what the Framework cycle is, and why we care: basically, we know what the problems are, but rely on citizens for information and citizens need to know how to protect the resource. Other specific suggestions were a watershed diagram superimposed on an aerial photo; colored paper; a photo of riparian area; Landsat photo of the basin; and how to become involved during the upcoming year.
Factsheets
Lew, Mike and Kevin have drafted factsheets, but Marc said we’re stuck until we get diagrams and photos for them. Pam distributed a list of fact sheet topics, as developed at the January meeting. Two fact sheet ideas arose from Barbara’s concern about bulldozer operations: a fact sheet directed at operators and a fact sheet explaining the impacts of "outstanding resource water" designation of much of the mainstem. Dave G. suggested we ask DOW’s Dave Morgan to write one about water supply.
Watershed Ranking Categories
The Team reviewed the ranking categories. Pam asked everyone to pick four from the "Potential" and "Observed" impact tables, so that Lee Colten, Steve Bolssen (Water’s GIS person) and she would know where to begin data preparation. The results were:
5 people selected unsewered population;
3 selected potential contamination sites and population projections; and
2 selected flooding, livestock, discharge violations, DOW citizen complaints, and runoff potential, and drinking water supply (2 indicators).
Assessment Publication
Once again, there was no time to talk about assessment publication options. However, Pam quickly reviewed the Salt and Kentucky approaches. Dave G. also made a strong pitch for integrating the Internet watershed- based data. For example, maybe we should merely improve the local data on EPA’s "Surf Your Watershed," rather than providing a new web setup.
Next meeting
Location: Cave Run Lake. Charles and Carolyn Ingram and Ronnie Gullett are willing once again to take the Team out on Cave Run Lake. This time, we would focus on the upper reaches. The date has been set for April 27. The meeting location is Bangor Boat ramp. The county will provide lunches.
Enclosures (In the mail, for those not present):
Preston, KY Wastewater Treatment Project (Dave D.)
Salt River Basin assessment report layout draft
Fact sheets list 

