Licking River Basin Team Meetings
Minutes
Team Meeting
March 26, 2002
US Forest Service Office, Winchester
 

Present:
Leila Lienesch, Tom Leith, Mike Mattox, Mindy Garrison, Pat Neichter, Pamla Wood, Jon Walker
Priority watersheds
Pamla said she had met with representatives from the Division of Water and other agencies to obtain information about each of the priority watersheds.
Headwaters - Magoffin County
Pamla has met with folks in Magoffin County. They had interest in learning about what each other are doing (health in agriculture, etc. and vice versa). The EQIP oversight group agreed to include fecal coliform problems as a criterion for locating distribution of funds if the data could be provided. Pamla hopes to do so in conjunction with the Clean Streams sampling. Jon suggested asking the Health Dept. to sample, or setting up a field trip, for science classes. Mike said that the professor who does Clean Streams work doesn't have the cooperation with the principal. He mentioned that Rowan County works because kids take their samples Sunday mornings. Leila suggested working through the 4H, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts.
Strodes Creek. Jon said he had talked to Winchester Mayor Dodd Dixon about a group getting together. (Pamla met with him after the Team meeting.)
Fleming Creek. Tom said he was present at a watershed meeting for farm producers. There was good testimony from local producers who are using animal waste for nutrients. Producers were given descriptions of funds available and how to access them. Gary McFarland (the presenter at an earlier LRB Team meeting) gave his CRP talk. Tom said that many of the BMP systems that were put in place years ago are not adequate because herds are expanding.
Banklick Creek. Pamla has been working with several individuals in the Banklick watershed (including Marc Hult), to incorporate a Banklick Watershed Council and request grant funds from EPA by the end of the month.
What now?
Action plans. June is the deadline for watershed action plans.
June 2003 is the deadline for implementation of the action plans.
Basin-wide plan
The Framework process calls for a "plan" for the entire basin. The Kentucky Team's version was discussed at the Statewide Watershed Steering Committee. The plans for the Kentucky Basin are on the web at www.uky.edu/WaterResources/watersheds/ (click on "Basin Management Plan").
The Kentucky Team used the rankings and feasibility analysis to divide the HUCs into four groups:
1. priority watersheds;
2. targeted for mobilization in cycle 2 (due to well-established needs and some local interest expressed during cycle 1);
3. targeted for early outreach in cycle 2 (established need for protection or restoration);
4. targeted for a general watershed message.
The LRB Team identified the following potential purposes of a basin plan:
· Identifying feasibility and "next round" candidates;
· Resources available;
· If someone wants to do something in a watershed, they could look at the basin report and say what needs to be done (but how does this differ from the assessment report?)
· Provide general information about potential resources for use in any watershed.
· [Post Script: I discussed this matter with Lee Colten, who insisted that the planning process would reap benefits, i.e. the level of awareness and potential for engagement is increased by asking each partner agency what it is doing in watershed.]
Jon, who has participated in all layers of this process, noted significant overlapping in the statewide, basin, and local level groups. He also expressed concern that spending time on another plan will take away from the priority watersheds and the effort necessary to demonstrate success.
Mindy wondered how the basin plan fits with the 303d and 305b lists. Pamla acknowledged that watersheds with stream miles on these lists should probably receive more attention and there should be more information.
Other information
· May 3 is the deadline for EPA 319h funds.
· Funding for rehabilitating PL-566 watershed structures has been frozen for the war.
· Tom Leith asked Pat Neichter to check on proposed structures in Bourbon County.
· There was a fish kill in Fleming Creek a couple of weeks ago. Tom said he had heard it was caused by an animal waste release. The Flemingsburg Gazette had a story and a follow-up editorial.
· Tom Leith has met with Angela Poe, Director of the Bluegrass PRIDE program. Initial contacts have been made with elected officials, especially county officials. PRIDE is developing applications. The top priority might be clean up of dumps.
· The environmental assessment report has been completed for the road along Triplett Creek. Jon said the report (done by Palmer & Associates) didn't mention the loss of streams. Mitigation was planned for other areas, but not for the site of the disturbance. However, the Transportation Cabinet has said it was unneeded, and this was recorded in the newspaper. A second local group has asked locals to write legislators about the issue.
· Tom said that talk about a dam near Falmouth offers a huge opportunity for basic education with regard to floodplains; he recommended blasting the airwaves with floodplain education. He also said that they want to put the football stadium in the floodplain.
· Brent Harrell said he has money to put on the ground in Beaver Creek, Flat Creek, and Greasy Creek. He has funds for fencing and bank stabilization structures.
· The number of EQIP acres has expanded in Pendleton County (South Fork).
  

